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I-70 EAST CORRIDOR COMMUNITIES HAVE A VOICE 

AS IMPORTANT TRANSIT, INTERSTATE DECISIONS NEAR 
Project Team Shares Corridor-wide Alternatives, Results of Detailed Analysis 

 
DENVER, Colo., (September 8, 2004) – As the Interstate 70 East Corridor Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) approaches one of the most important decisions in the process, the project team will share 

critical information with the community on September 29 & 30. 

 Over the summer, the I-70 East Corridor team developed several corridor-wide transit and 

interstate alternatives, then tested them to see how effective they are in meeting the project goals, as well as 

to identify their impact on the community and the environment. This information will play a critical role in 

the next step, which is identifying which combinations of transit and interstate alternatives will remain 

under consideration. That decision will be made in November. 

 “Only a few alternatives will continue for a full evaluation,” said Mike Turner, co-project manager 

for the Regional Transportation District (RTD). “The information we are presenting at these meetings and 

what we hear from the community, other agencies and stakeholders will play a critical role in what we 

recommend in November.”  

The meetings will include small-group discussions, as well as informative displays. The meetings 

are scheduled from 5-8 p.m. on Wednesday, September 29 at the Montbello Recreation Center, 15555 E. 

53rd Ave., Denver, and Thursday, September 30 at Bruce Randolph Middle School, 3955 Steele St., 

Denver.  Licensed child care, Spanish translation and light refreshments will be available. 

“Small-group discussions were very valuable for the project team during our May meetings, and 

we got great feedback from the community,” said Sharon A. Lipp, co-project manager for the Colorado 

Department of Transportation. “We hope the community will stay involved as we begin to make very 

important decisions.” 

 The information covers a wide range of topics including: 

• Transit alternatives that include light rail, commuter rail and bus rapid transit routes and potential 

station locations. 

-More- 
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• Interstate alternatives that include three categories:  

1) The highway alignment.  Ideas under consideration for the section between Brighton Boulevard 

and Colorado Boulevard include keeping the current route (either raised as it is currently or 

putting it at or below ground), or rerouting I-70 around the Elyria and Swansea neighborhoods. 

The remainder of I-70 between Colorado Boulevard and Tower Road and between I-25 and 

Brighton would remain on its existing alignment.  

2) Interchanges. All existing interchanges are being studied for improvement as well as access for 

the redevelopment of the former Stapleton Airport at Central Park Boulevard. 

3) Additional lanes. This category includes general purpose lanes that anyone can use, or special-

purpose lanes such as carpool, bus, high-occupancy vehicle lanes or toll lanes 

• Results of detailed analysis, including major impacts on the community and the environment, 

ridership, hours of congestion and costs. 

“We are looking for the best transportation solutions to meet the needs for Denver and the 

metropolitan area,” said Jess Ortiz, Denver’s representative. “These meetings are a great opportunity for 

residents, business owners and stakeholders to look at what’s on the table and discuss it.” 

The project team analyzed the alternatives based on goals, objectives and criteria developed with 

the community’s help, along with other stakeholders and government agencies. Additional information is 

available at the project office at 3840 York St., 303-294-9300, or on the project Web site, I-

70EastCorridor.com, in both Spanish and English.  

ABOUT THE I-70 EAST CORRIDOR EIS 
The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will decide which transportation 
projects – if any – will be built to improve safety and mobility and address congestion in the corridor. 
It will focus on Interstate 70 between Interstate 25 and Pena Boulevard, as well as enhanced transit 
service between downtown Denver and DIA. A cooperative effort between the Federal Highway 
Administration, Federal Transit Administration, CDOT, RTD and Denver, the project will study and 
analyze transit, highway and other alternatives. A consultant team led by PBS&J will assist in the 
process. The project office is located in the corridor at 3840 York St. 
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