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NEWS RELEASE 

 
CDOT, RTD AND DENVER LAUNCH I-70 EAST CORRIDOR EIS, 

UNPRECEDENTED COMMUNITY OUTREACH EFFORT 
Neighborhood-Based Effort Looks to Partner with Community 

 
DENVER (September 17, 2003) – Two dozen Northeast Denver residents are 

trekking door-to-door in their communities, talking transportation. Their mission: 

empowering their neighborhoods to have a strong voice in what happens next in the I-70 

East Corridor. 

 They’re the front line of an unprecedented, neighborhood-based effort to 

encourage residents and businesses in Northeast Denver, Aurora, Commerce City and 

Adams County to participate in the I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) project, which the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), Regional 

Transportation District (RTD) and the City and County of Denver officially launch today. 

 “We are partnering with the communities in the I-70 East Corridor,” said Tom 

Norton, executive director of CDOT. “Our community outreach will be a national model 

for engaging economically disadvantaged communities in transportation planning.” 

“We are focused on addressing the transportation needs of the people who live, 

work and do business in the neighborhoods by improving mobility, safety and access in 

this regionally and nationally critical transportation corridor,” said Cal Marsella, general 

manager of RTD. “Since no decisions have been made, everyone has an opportunity to 

shape the future of this corridor.” 

“We are excited about the partnering process and the concerted efforts to 

understand the transportation needs of the area residents and businesses” said Robert 

Kochevar, interim manager of the Denver Public Works Department. “The goal for this 

environmental process is to achieve a balance of regional needs with local quality of life 

by developing transportation solutions that emphasize multimodal opportunities, 

enhanced access and economic development.”  

-More- 
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 Over the next two years, the $15 million study will look at ways to improve 

mobility, increase safety and eliminate congestion. It will focus on I-70 between I-25 and 

Pena Boulevard, and transit service between downtown Denver and DIA. 

The consultant team led by PBS&J, a Greenwood Village engineering, 

environmental and transportation-planning firm, will analyze a broad range of highway, 

transit, bicycle and pedestrian alternatives. The project team also will study how potential 

alternatives affect the environment and the communities. 

 After the initial contact, residents and businesses will be encouraged to participate 

in block meetings, neighborhood meetings and, eventually, corridor-wide meetings 

designed to encourage a dialogue among all of the communities. 

 Their ongoing involvement will be critical to the success of the project. The 

project is scheduled to produce a draft EIS in two years. The Federal Highway 

Administration and the Federal Transit Administration are the ultimate decision-makers, 

working in cooperation with CDOT, RTD and Denver. 

The entire project team – including project managers, engineers, planners, 

environmental specialists and community outreach works – recently moved into a new 

project office at 3840 York St., located in the corridor. A Web site, www.I-

70eastcorridor.com, is currently under development. The Web site and all documents will 

be translated into Spanish. 

## 

 
ABOUT THE I-70 EAST CORRIDOR EIS 
The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will decide which transportation 
projects – if any – will be built to improve safety and mobility, as well as address congestion in the 
corridor, which encompasses I-70 between I-25 and Pena Boulevard and the possible expansion of 
transit service between downtown Denver and Denver International Airport.  A cooperative effort 
between the Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, CDOT, RTD and 
Denver, the project will study and analyze transit, highway, bike and pedestrian alternatives over the 
next two years. A consultant team led by PBS&J will assist in the process. The project office is 
located in the corridor at 3840 York St. 
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