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I-70 EAST CORRIDOR TEAM URGES COMMUNITY 

TO ATTEND IMPORTANT CORRIDOR-WIDE MEETINGS 
Decisions Are Coming On Highway &Transit Alternatives 

 
DENVER, Colo. (May 1, 2006) – Decisions are coming on preferred highway and transit 

alternatives for the I-70 East Corridor, and transportation planners urge residents, 

business owners and stakeholders to attend upcoming corridor-wide meetings on May 17 

and 18 to learn more about the future of this critical corridor. 

 When the I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement project began its 

unprecedented community outreach in 2003, the project team promised to let the 

community know when it is prepared to make decisions.  The team now has enough 

information to begin making recommendations and will identify preferred alternatives for 

highway and transit in the upcoming Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).   

The meetings are scheduled from 5-8 p.m. on May 17 at the Montbello Recreation 

Center, 15555 E. 53rd Ave., Denver; and from 5-8 p.m. May 18 at the Swansea 

Recreation Center, 2650 E. 49th Ave., Denver.  Refreshments, Spanish translation and 

licensed day care will be available.  Residents with special access needs should contact 

the project office in advance to make arrangements. 

 Transit alternatives 

 The project team recently recommended commuter rail for the East Corridor, the 

transit line between downtown Denver and Denver International Airport (DIA).   

“Because of strong support in the neighborhoods, the team has continued to look 

at numerous ways to make light rail work for the East Corridor,” said Mike Turner, the 

RTD co-project manager. “However, the most recent information identified several issues 

for light rail and the team now recommends commuter rail.” 

Issues include: 

• The Union Pacific railroad recently notified the Regional Transportation District 

(RTD) it would not allow light rail to operate in its corridor, which the team had 

selected based on widespread community opposition to other alignments.  



• New study results identified problems with bringing light rail into Denver Union 

Station and found there is not enough space at the station to build platforms for 

light rail that could safely serve East Corridor passengers.  

• Latest estimates show that the cost per user for light rail is significantly higher 

than for commuter rail in this corridor. That could affect RTD’s ability to get 

federal funding to build a project in this corridor that includes light rail. 

The DEIS also will identify station locations and the alignment in the northeast 

part of the corridor. The number of candidate sites for the Central Maintenance Facility 

will be reduced in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Recommendations will be 

discussed in meetings prior to the release of the DEIS. 

The preferred alternative will also include the Downing transit extension. Both a 

light rail extension and a streetcar alternative are currently under consideration, one of 

which will be selected in the DEIS. 

Highway alternatives 

Planners will discuss their recommendations for screening the remaining highway 

alternatives, based on the results of the recently completed detailed technical analysis.   

Two highway alignments are under consideration: the existing route or a new 

northern route around the Elyria and Swansea neighborhoods. On each alignment, the 

team is studying whether to add general purpose lanes or a combination of general 

purpose and new toll lanes. On the existing alignment, the team also is studying whether 

to depress the highway below ground level, or to leave the highway on a viaduct between 

Brighton Boulevard and Colorado Boulevard. 

 “We plan to have new recommendations for the community to comment upon,” 

said Sharon A. Lipp, the CDOT co-project manager. “It will be critical that we hear your 

voice now.” 

# # # 
ABOUT THE I-70 EAST CORRIDOR EIS 
The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will decide which transportation projects – if any – 
will be built to improve safety and mobility and address congestion in the corridor. It will focus on Interstate 70 
between Interstate 25 and Tower Road, as well as transit service between downtown Denver and DIA. A 
cooperative effort between the Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, CDOT, RTD and 
Denver, the project will study and analyze transit, highway and other alternatives. The project office is located in 
the corridor at 3840 York St. 
 
Contact: 
Stacey Stegman   Scott Reed   Patty Weiss 
CDOT    RTD    Denver Public Works 
303.757.9362   303.299.2137   720.865.8714 
sstegman@I-70east.com   sreed@I-70east.com  pweiss@I-70east.com 

 


