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I-70 EAST CORRIDOR EIS RECOMMENDS FURTHER STUDY OF TWO TRANSIT, 

SEVEN HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVES, CITES IMPACTS, EFFECTIVENESS 
 

Extensive Public Input, Detailed Technical Analysis Shaped Recommendations 
 

DENVER, Colo. (February 8, 2005) – Two transit and seven highway alternatives under 

consideration in the I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process have been 

recommended for further study.  

The recommended alternatives emerged from more than 170 transit and highway 

alternatives suggested by the communities, government agencies and previous studies at the start 

of the year-long screening process, which included extensive public involvement.   

Most effective at improving safety, access and mobility and addressing congestion, the 

recommended alternatives also minimized impacts to the community and the environment 

according to the results of the initial screening analysis. After conducting more analysis, the 

project team will disclose the findings in the Draft Environmental Statement, scheduled for 

release to the public in the fall of 2005. 

Public input on the recommendations will be sought during corridor-wide meetings 

scheduled from 5-8 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 23 at Montbello Recreation Center, 15555 E. 53rd 

Ave.,, Denver, and from 5-8 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 24 at Bruce Randolph Middle School, 3955 

Steele St., Denver. 

Features of the recommended transit alternatives include: 

• Commuter rail between downtown Denver and Denver International Airport (DIA), 

through the Union Pacific corridor and along Pena Boulevard with eight stops. 

• Light rail between downtown Denver and DIA, through the Union Pacific corridor and 

an alignment along Pena Boulevard, Telluride Street, and 67th Avenue with 13 stops. 

Both alternatives also would include an extension of the existing D-Line light rail from 

its current terminus at 30st Avenue and Downing connecting to a new alignment at 40th Avenue 

and 40th Street, with a new stop proposed at 33rd Avenue and Downing. 

Three potential maintenance facility sites in the Globeville, Elyria and Swansea 

neighborhoods where the Regional Transportation District could clean and repair commuter rail 

equipment also will be analyzed.  
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“The analysis shows these alternatives have higher potential ridership, faster travel times 

and would impact fewer existing residences and businesses than others,” said Mike Turner, co-

project manager for the Regional Transportation District (RTD).  

Features of the recommended I-70 highway alternatives include: 

• Adding up to two general purpose lanes in each direction between Interstate 25 and 

Tower Road. 

• Adding two toll lanes in each direction between Colorado Boulevard and Chambers 

Road. 

• Keeping the highway in its current location between Brighton Boulevard and Colorado 

Boulevard. 

• Realigning the highway between Washington Street and Quebec Street and converting 

46th Avenue into a major road on its existing alignment. 

• Keeping the highway on a viaduct or moving it below grade between Brighton Boulevard 

and Colorado Boulevard. 

• Eliminating direct access to the highway at York Street. 

• Providing access to Central Park Boulevard, serving the Stapleton Redevelopment area. 

“We are recommending the alternatives that best address congestion and safety issues in 

one of the metro Denver area’s busiest interstate highway corridors, while minimizing impacts on 

the neighborhoods,” said Sharon A. Lipp, co-project manager for the Colorado Department of 

Transportation (CDOT). 

“We encourage residents, business owners and stakeholders to attend the public meetings 

to learn what is being proposed for further study, because their comments are important to help us 

find the best transportation solutions that meet the needs of Metro Denver,” said Jess Ortiz, 

Denver’s representative 
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ABOUT THE I-70 EAST CORRIDOR EIS 
The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will decide which transportation projects – if any – 
will be built to improve safety and mobility and address congestion in the corridor. It will focus on Interstate 70 
between Interstate 25 and Tower Road, as well as transit service between downtown Denver and DIA. A 
cooperative effort between the Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, CDOT, RTD and 
Denver, the project will study and analyze transit, highway and other alternatives... The project office is located in 
the corridor at 3840 York St. 
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