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FACT SHEET 

 
• The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will decide which 

transportation projects – if any – will be built to improve safety and mobility, as well as 
address congestion in the corridor. 

 
o I-70 between I-25 and Pena Boulevard, 11 miles. 
o Transit service between downtown Denver and DIA, 23 miles. 
o $15 million study, funded by Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), 

Regional Transportation District (RTD) and City & County of Denver.  
o Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration will be 

decision-makers, in cooperation with CDOT, RTD and Denver 
o Will study and analyze transit, highway, bike and pedestrian alternatives.  
o Project office: 3840 York St. Phone: 303.294.9300. Web site (under development 

in English and Spanish): www.i-70eastcorridor.com. 
o Two-year study conducted under National Environmental Policy Act guidelines 

will result in a draft EIS in 2005. 
 
• The I-70 East Corridor EIS has undertaken an unprecedented, neighborhood-based 

effort to encourage residents and businesses to participate.  
 
Residential Outreach: Begins at the door-to-door level, expands to the block level, then 
to the neighborhood level, to build familiarity and trust. Eventually, will result in 
corridor-wide community meetings including representatives from each neighborhood.  
 
• Outreach workers are residents of the corridor communities and have received special 

training. 
• Distributing flyers to every home, business, church and institution, introducing the 

project and announcing door-to-door outreach. 
• Canvassing door-to-door with packets explaining the project and the process. A team 

of 20 outreach workers began canvassing the Five Points neighborhood in late July 
2003, and will be completed by October 2003. 

• Working with residents to hold listening meetings for their block to discuss their 
concerns. 

• Door-to-door canvassing in neighborhoods most directly impacted by the highway 
and transit corridors, among them: Clayton, Cole, Elyria-Swansea, Five Points and 
Globeville. 

• In other Denver neighborhoods, Commerce City, Aurora and Adams County, 
outreach will begin with neighborhood meetings this fall. 

 
Business Outreach: The project team will host meetings in business districts throughout 
the corridor, by neighborhood. Business owners also have the option to schedule one/one 
meetings with EIS representatives. Businesses also will be invited to participate in 
neighborhood and corridor-wide meetings.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
 
Why are you doing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in this corridor now? 

 
Congestion has reached critical stages, creating significant safety and mobility issues in 
an important local and regional corridor that serves as a primary connection between 
downtown and DIA.  Additionally, communities in the corridor need better access to 
transit and highway services.  Because highway and transit improvements take several 
years to plan and build, we believe it’s imperative to initiate an EIS now, before the 
problems get worse. Federal law requires that an EIS be conducted before any major 
federally-funded transportation project can be built 
 
How long will this study take? When would construction on any projects begin? 
 
An EIS typically takes between three and five years to complete. We expect to complete 
the initial document, a draft EIS, by 2005.  If the environmental impact statement 
ultimately recommends construction, it remains several years away.  The project design 
must be completed, which typically takes an additional two to three years once 
construction funds are identified. 
 
What decisions have been made? 
 
No decisions have been made other than to complete a study for the corridor to identify 
transportation needs and possible solutions. We will consider a wide range of highway, 
transit, bicycle and pedestrian alternatives, as well as RTD’s commuter rail option 
included in the FasTracks plan. 
 
How will the community benefit from the project? 
The community residents and businesses will benefit from a transportation system                                  
that reflects and addresses their concerns about how it affects them and their 
neighborhoods, while better meeting their needs for access to work, play, and shopping. 
 
What role will interest groups such as Forest City-Stapleton, the DIA Partnership, 
the Five Points Business Partnership and the Elyria-Swansea Business Association 
play? 
 
They are all stakeholders in the corridor, and will be invited to participate in the 
community outreach process. 
 


