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  Meeting Notes 
 
 
 

 
Meeting: Economic Development Working Group 
 
Date/Time: August 2, 2005/6:30 P.M. 
 
Location: Blair-Caldwell African American Research Library 
 
Attendees:  
Carrie Wallis Mike Turner  Sharon Lipp  
Skye Barker Jumetta Posey Bill Sirois 
R.A. Plummer Derek A. Crider Jess Ortiz 
Devon Bunton Frank Woertman Kristl Smith 
Tom Schilling   
 
Agenda Items:  

1.  Welcome/Introductions 
2.  Project overview 
3.  Project communication structure 
4.  Role of Economic Development Working Group 
5.  Open discussion 
6. Next steps 

 
 
1. Welcome/Introductions 
The agenda and meeting handouts were distributed.  The ground rules for the Economic 
Development Working Group were reviewed.  The meeting began with self-introductions by the 
attendees.  The meeting attendees were also asked to provide a brief explanation of what their 
interests and expectations are regarding the Economic Development Working Group.  It was stated 
that the goal of this meeting was to discuss economic impacts and opportunities that may occur as a 
result of the I-70 East Corridor EIS project. 
 
2. Project overview 
A slide show was presented to provide a brief project overview including project purpose, needs 
and goals.  Highway alternatives including the realignment and transit alternatives, moving forward 
to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) were presented. 
 
3. Project communication structure 
The roles of the different project committees were reviewed, including the Project Management 
Committee (PMC), compliance committees, Executive Oversight Committee (EOC) and various 
public forums. 
 
4. Role of the Economic Development Working Group 
The primary role of the Economic Development Working Group is to develop an understanding of 
how economic impacts and opportunities are looked at in the EIS and assist the project team in 
identifying economic impacts and opportunities related to the transportation alternatives.  The 
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working group will provide an opportunity for meaningful involvement outside of the typical public 
meeting format.  Initial working group topics were identified through public scoping and 
community outreach.  Discussions generated from the working group meetings will be reported 
back to the I-70 East Corridor compliance committees and the PMC. 
 
5. Open discussion 
Following the project team presentation, meeting attendees were asked if they had any questions or 
comments.  Their questions and comments are highlighted below. 
 
1.  Economic development should increase businesses in the neighborhood and create jobs. 

 
2.  The neighborhood should be developed. 

 
3.  There should be more resources available; grocery stores, more retail, business opportunities, 
and jobs. 

 
4.  The Five Points Neighborhood has changed.  Welton Street should be double-tracked. 

 
5.  Economic Development should increase options and allow for redevelopment in the 
neighborhoods. 

 
6.  Has the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development been renamed?  Are they involved in this 
project? 
Answer:  Yes, the name has changed and the City is involved.  They have an internal Fastracks 
group that is identifying sites for transit-oriented development (TOD) and have been thinking about 
funding. 

 
7.  Will the zoning at 40th from Downing Street to Colorado Boulevard be changed?  It is primarily 
industrial now. 
Answer:  This area has been identified as an area of change according to Blueprint Denver.  The 
area includes York Street from 38th Avenue to Brighton Boulevard and west of Colorado Boulevard. 

 
8.  Who decides if tax breaks are given to businesses if the I-70 East Corridor EIS doesn’t decide 
this? 
Answer:  The local jurisdiction would decide this. 

 
9.  I’m noticing that a lot of businesses on Downing Street are closing down.  Is RTD in the process 
of buying that property so they can build their alternatives? 
Answer:  No, property will not be acquired until much later in the process.  

 
10.  What are the pros and cons of the maintenance facility? 
Answer:  We are going through a similar process with alternatives that we are going through with 
the maintenance facility.  We look at what is there today and also, what will be there in the future. 

 
11.  Will the railroads be moving east? 
Answer:  This is still an on-going discussion. 
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6. Next Steps 
The upcoming Aurora Neighborhood Meeting on August 18, 2005 and the corridor-wide meetings 
scheduled for October 12 and 13, 2005 were announced. 
 
 

Please contact Amelia Deleon with PBS&J at 303-294-9300 if there are any changes or questions with these 
meeting notes.  These notes will be considered final unless comments are received within seven days of 
distribution.  Although comments will be incorporated, as appropriate, only major revisions will be redistributed. 
 


