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Meeting Notes 

 
Meeting: Community Impacts Working Group 
 
Date/Time: October 21, 2004/6:30 P.M. 
 
Location: Glenarm Recreation Center 
 
Attendees:  
A.B. James Fred Mc Peck Betty Wonder 
Joanne True Peggie Wilder Merlee Payne 
Delphine Jackson Kenneth Cotton Gene Hook 
Bettie Gram Arlene Welsch Brent Billingsley 
Harry Mc Farland Harold Waggner Roberta Waggner 
Michael Maes Cheryl Mathews Loretta Ruiz 
Tom Anthony Byron Robinson  Fernacy Bing 
R.A. Plummer Sharon Lipp  Kim Kucera 
Laura Ziemke Chuck Attardo Skye Barker  
 
Agenda Items:  
1.  Welcome/Introductions 
2.  Review of September meeting  
3.  Cultural resources presentation 
4.  Wildlife and habitat presentation 
5.  Open forum/adjournment 
 
 
1. Welcome/Introductions 
The agenda and meeting handouts were distributed.  The ground rules for the Community Impacts 
Working Group were reviewed.  The meeting began with self-introductions by the attendees. 

2.  Review of August meeting  
At the September Community Impacts meeting, right of way impacts and the Uniform Act were 
discussed.  R.A. asked if there were any questions about the discussion items from the last meeting. 
 
3. Cultural resources presentation  
A slide show was used to give an overview of cultural resources in the EIS process.  The following 
discussions items were presented: 
 

• Cultural Resources Defined:  Cultural resources are the physical evidence of past activities and 
accomplishments of people.  They include prehistoric and historic districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, objects and associated historical documents.  In addition, cultural resources may 
include less tangible traces such as dance forms, aspects of folklife, landscapes, cultural or 
religious practices and locations of cultural value to living societies (known as Traditional 
Cultural Properties). 

 
• Why Cultural Resources are Important:  Cultural resources are non-renewable.  They provide 

information about the past and help solve modern-day problems.  Protecting this heritage for 
present and future generations is a public benefit. 



Community Impacts Working Group Meeting 
October 21, 2004 

Page 2 of 8 
 
 

• Who Evaluates Cultural Resources?  Cultural resources are evaluated by the members of 
“consulting parties,” who may include cultural resource specialists, the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), local governments, local preservation organizations, Indian tribes 
and Federal agencies. 

 
• What Is Section 106 Review?  The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) is a 

comprehensive program to preserve the historical and cultural foundations of the Nation.  Section 
106 of the NHPA requires Federal agencies to consider the effects of their actions on historic 
properties and seek comments on Federal projects prior to implementation. 

 
• How is a Section 106 review completed? 

1. Determine the area of potential effect. 
2. Conduct intensive data collection and background research to identify known cultural 

resources that are listed or are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 
3. Conduct field survey, which may include: 

a. Visiting individual properties or neighborhoods 
b. Oral historical survey, which may include interviews with landowners or individuals 

who are knowledgeable about local history 
c. Photographs/Videos of individual properties 
d. Written summaries of individual properties regarding architectural features or 

elements, people and events that may be of historic significance 
4. Explore alternatives to avoid or reduce harm to historic properties. 
5. Reach agreement with SHPO/tribe on how to deal with any adverse effects. 

 
• What is the National Register Of Historic Places (NRHP)?  The NRHP is the Nation’s official 

list of properties recognized for their significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, 
engineering and culture.  It is administered by the National Park Service, which is part of the 
Department of the Interior.  Properties listed on the NRHP include districts, sites, buildings, 
structures and objects.   

 
• Eligibility Requirements for the NRHP:  There are four main criteria used in determining 

eligibility for the NRHP.   
1. Is the property associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

pattern of our history? 
2. Is the property associated with the lives of persons significant in our past? 
3. Does the property embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 

construction, or represent the work of a master architect, or possess high artistic value, or 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity? 

4. Has the property yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 
prehistory? 

 
• Buildings and structures eligible for the NRHP must include all of their basic structural elements.  

Parts of buildings, such as interiors, facades or wings are not eligible independent of the rest of 
the existing building.  The whole building must be considered.  Districts eligible for the NRHP 
must possess a significant concentration and continuity of sites, buildings, structures or objects 
that are united historically or aesthetically by plan.   
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• What is an adverse affect to a cultural resource?  Adverse effects can be direct or indirect.  
Typical examples are: 

- Physical destruction or damage 
- Relocation of the property 
- Change in the property’s use or setting 
- Introduction of incompatible visual, atmospheric or audible elements 
- Neglect or deterioration 
- Transfer, lease or sale out of Federal control without adequate preservation restrictions 

 
Questions/Comments:  
There were no questions or comments. 
 
4. Wildlife and habitat presentation  
A slide show was used to give an overview of how wildlife and habitat will be considered in the EIS 
process.  The following discussions items were presented: 
 

• Wildlife resources and habitat defined:  The term “wildlife” generally refers to all non-
domesticated animals which live outdoors, including mammals, birds, and fish. Habitat generally 
refers to the physical location or type of environment in which an organism or biological 
population lives. 

 
• Why wildlife resources and habitat are important:  Wildlife and habitat encompass a wide 

variety of resources that have huge impacts on human life.  Humans appreciate wildlife for a 
variety of reasons: ecological processes, recreation, economics, aesthetics, and spiritual values.  
Wildlife and habitat provide for our most basic needs.  Wetlands filter the water we drink.  
Natural vegetation regulates surface runoff to reduce flooding, trap pollutants, maintain 
groundwater recharge, and stream flow.  Trees filter the air of pollutants and produce the oxygen 
we breathe.  Insects, birds and bats pollinate our crops and forests.  Small mammals, worms, 
insects, microbes and fungus decompose waste and fertilize our soils.   

 
• Who evaluates wildlife resources and habitat?  Wildlife resources and habitat are evaluated by 

the members of “consulting parties,” who may include biologists, natural resource specialists, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW), local 
governments, local conservation organizations, and other Federal agencies. 

 
• What habitat types are present along the I-70 East Corridor?  The primary habitat types 

occurring in the project area include mixed grass prairie, agricultural, riparian, and urban. 
 

• What is Riparian Habitat and why is it important?  Riparian habitat is the transition zone 
between aquatic and upland habitat. These habitats are related to and influenced by surface or 
subsurface waters, especially the margins of streams, lakes, ponds, wetlands, seeps, and ditches.  
Riparian habitat occurs along the South Platte River, Sand Creek, First, Second, and Third Creek, 
and various other small drainages within the project area.   This habitat type is very important due 
to the numbers and richness of wildlife it supports and its value as a general wildlife movement 
corridor.  For example, cottonwood woodlands along First Creek provide nest sites for a wide 
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range of avian species.  In addition, these large trees create a degree of vertical structure that 
greatly increases wildlife habitat diversity.        

 
• What species of wildlife are present within the I-70 East Corridor? General wildlife species 

include mammals that are common across the Front Range of Colorado, and inhabit agricultural, 
urban, and suburban areas.  Some of the common species occurring within the project area 
include: raccoon (Procyon lotor), red fox (Vulpes vulpes), coyote (Canis latrans), striped skunk 
(Mephitis mephitis), and small mammals such as deer mouse (Peromyscus maniculatus), meadow 
vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus), cottontail (Sylvilagus spp.), fox squirrel (Sciurus niger), and 
black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus.    
Birds (native and nonnative) also utilize habitat within the project area.  Although the historical 
native habitat has been significantly altered, some avian species can utilize suburban and urban 
habitat for nesting and foraging.  In addition, large cottonwoods and riparian habitat provide vital 
nesting habitat for a variety of raptor species (hawks and owls).  These areas also provide habitat 
for waterbirds (such as herons, ducks, geese, and shorebirds).  Large mammal distribution is 
limited within the project area; however, mule deer and white tailed deer are present in small, 
scattered populations.  Warm water fish species (primarily minnows) also inhabit perennial 
streams within the project area.  

 
• What is the endangered species act? The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended 

is an important wildlife conservation law that provides protection for threatened and endangered 
species and the ecosystems on which they depend on.  Before a plant or animal can receive 
protection provided by the ESA it must first be added to the federal lists of threatened and 
endangered wildlife and plants. A federally endangered species is any species which is in danger 
of extinction throughout all or significant portions of its range.  A federally threatened species is 
any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range.   

 
• How does the endangered species act relate to the I-70 East Corridor EIS?    Informal 

consultation with the USFWS was initiated for the I-70 East Corridor EIS to determine whether 
the proposed action may affect listed species or critical habitat.  All USFWS data relating to 
federally listed candidate, threatened, and endangered wildlife and plant species and their habitat 
potentially occurring within the project area is needed to conduct a biological survey.  This 
information will be used to effectively analyze and map any potential occurrences of wildlife and 
plant species within the project area. Consultation with the USFWS is also important to 
determine the most up-to-date and acceptable survey methods.  If a proposed Federal action 
affects a listed species or designated critical habitat, formal consultation with USFWS will be 
required.    

 
• What are the biggest threats to wildlife?  Adverse impacts to wildlife and habitat can be direct 

or indirect.  Typical examples are: 
- Loss of habitat quantity and quality 
- Habitat fragmentation 
- Pollution  
- Introduction of nonnative species (plants or animals)  
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• How can I become involved?  The earlier you learn about proposed Federal actions, the greater 
your chance of influencing the outcome of Section 106 review.  Here are some things you can 
do: 

- Learn more about cultural resources and wildlife in your neighborhood 
- Contact the SHPO, CDOW or USFWS to learn about statewide volunteer opportunities 
- Contact local non-profit nature centers (Bluff Lake or Sand Creek) 
- Become more involved in state and local decision-making.  Become knowledgeable about 

and active in the implementation of your state, tribe or community preservation laws 
- Review the local newspapers for notices about projects being reviewed under Federal statutes 

 
5. Open Discussion  
Questions/Comments:  
1.  We used to have beavers at Sand Creek.  They were moved by the City and County of Denver for $ 
3,000 per beaver.  Overall many species have been destroyed at Sand Creek by development but you 
have listened to my concerns.  You have been out looking for the eagles and have looked into my 
suggestions. 
 
2.  All your examples for wildlife and habitat are in the vicinity of Sand Creek.  Are you going to look at 
the whole corridor or just Sand Creek? 
Answer:  Each alternative will be analyzed to see how it impacts wildlife throughout the study area. 
 
3.  If the project was going to break up a prairie dog colony, would you look at that? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
4.  How far do some of these animals migrate from riparian areas? 
Answer:  It depends on the species, but we will look at how wildlife crosses the transportation facilities. 
 
5.  What species is Sand Creek habitat for? 
Answer:  Many different species live, water, and travel in the Sand Creek corridor.  Some of these species 
include deer, foxes, skunks, waterfowl, raptors, rodents, and insects. 
 
6.  How large is the area you will be looking at? 
Answer:  Typically 500 to 1,000 feet either side of where an alternative crosses a riparian corridor. 
 
7.  In Denver, property owners pay a drainage tax to cleanup drainage water before it goes into the South 
Platte River.  What will you do to clean up the drainage from the highway? 
Answer:  CDOT has specific guidelines called the “New Development and Redevelopment Program” 
that we must follow as we go forward with the project.  Collection and treatment will be looked at in the 
design phase of this project. 
 
8.  Will drainage basin locations and size be identified in the DEIS? 
Answer:  Potential locations may be provided, but specific designs will take place in the design phase of 
the project. 
 
9.  Why was the I-25 to Brighton Boulevard project allowed to drain water directly into the Platte River? 
Answer:  There are better standards in place today to monitor water quality issues on CDOT projects. 
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10.  Are you going to look at how the project might impact migration patterns of animals and/or impacts 
on neighborhoods? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
11.  Will you be looking at the other construction that is going on in the areas and its potential impacts? 
Answer:  We will be looking at the impacts that our project causes. 
 
12. We are building our cities so that 70 percent of the space is for cars.  PRT was approved in 1973 by 
the voters and was never implemented.  FasTracks, if it is approved, future generations will still be 
paying for it.  Denver should be developed in a more dense fashion. 
 
13.  If we know about wildlife crossings, for example, should we collect information and provide it to 
you? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
14.  Is the Red Fox a species that you are concerned with? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
15.  Riverside Cemetery has a few pairs of foxes.  In the winter when there are low flows in the Platte 
River, large runoff events after rain or snowstorms cause mass die offs of several species.  This is due to 
the drainage off of the highway. 
 
16.  I saw a Red Fox in my neighbor’s yard.  I also saw a dead fox underneath I-70. 
 
17.  Are there other fox species in the Denver metro area? 
Answer:  No.   
 
18.  One of your interstate alignments would go through the National Western Stock Show complex.  It is 
the greatest cultural site in this area.  Why is this alternative still on the table? 
Answer:  We do not have enough information to eliminate it from further consideration. 
 
19.  I asked for a drawing of the realignment and it was not available four weeks ago. 
 
20.  Was the realignment considered in the past? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
21.  I have a Grey Fox in my yard.  Why didn’t you talk about the Grey Fox as a potential species? 
Answer:  You have a Red Fox with a grey face in your yard, there are no Grey Foxes in Colorado. 
 
22.  I saw the realignment alternative in the paper a few weeks ago.  That was the first time I saw it.  If 
the stockyards were to be impacted, it would take away one of the largest moneymakers in Denver. 
 
23.  Is this EIS process different than the one that was started a couple years ago at Havana?  If so, how is 
this one different? 
Answer:  There was an Environmental Assessment started to look at providing an interchange on I-70 to 
provide access to the Stapleton development.  Because of its proximity to an existing interchange and the 
possibility of impacting I-70 it was rolled into this EIS. 
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24.  If the interstate is moved, would it affect the cemetery or the stockyards? 
Answer:  The realignment would not impact the cemetery, the realignment would be south and east of the 
UP railroad tracks.  We do not know if the stockyards would be impacted at this time.  
 
25.  Would the Coliseum be affected with any of the alternatives? 
Answer:  No. 
 
26.  I think the realignment should start at Pecos Street. 
 
27.  Could you take the realignment up Washington Street? 
Answer:  No.  Washington Street is a city arterial street. 
 
28.  Have you considered extending the realignment down 56th Avenue? 
Answer:  Yes, we looked at 56th Avenue as an alternative to improve I-70, but it did not take enough 
traffic off of I-70. 
 
29.  If you reroute I-70, will access to the National Western Complex still be provided on 46th Avenue? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
30.  If you put the Interstate in a tunnel you can filter the air before it is released.  This is the only 
alternative that could provide improved air quality. 
 
31.  Are the buildings at the stockyards going to be protected? 
Answer:  We do not have enough design completed to talk about all of the potential building impacts. 
 
32.  I would rather see all the traffic rerouted around Elyria/Swansea.  The tunnel option also makes 
sense. 
 
33.  A lot of traffic also goes under the Interstate.  Rerouting it might also decrease this traffic. 
 
34.  Are you going to widen 46th Avenue as part of the realignment alternative? 
Answer:  46th Avenue would become a local arterial street and improvements would be made as 
necessary to maintain traffic operations. 
 
35.  There is some type of construction going on at Quebec Street.  Who is doing that and what are they 
doing? 
Answer:  The ramp at the I-270 and Quebec Street interchanges is being redone by CDOT to incorporate 
access to Stapleton and improve traffic at the interchange. 
 
36.  Would the right of way impacts from the realignment be similar to the ones from the I-70 alignment? 
Answer:  In the detailed screening analysis, the realignment and existing interstate alignment 
alternatives resulted in similar ROW impacts. 
 
Next Meeting 
The previously scheduled November 18th Community Impacts Working Group Meeting has been 
canceled.  It has been rescheduled for December 9th, 2004.  Discussion topics will include, funding/post 
EIS communications/rail crossings/maintenance of the existing facility/tolling. 
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Please contact Amelia Deleon with PBS&J at 303-294-9300 if there are any changes or questions with these 
meeting notes.  These notes will be considered final unless comments are received within seven days of 
distribution.  Although comments will be incorporated, as appropriate, only major revisions will be redistributed. 
 


