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Downing Street Extension 
Neighborhood Meeting 

 
Date/Time:  May 19, 2005/6:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.  
Location:    Tosh’s Hacienda’s 
 
Attendees:   
Patricia Ruíz Jorge Ramírez Williams McDonald 
Esperanza Ruíz Manuel Ruíz Joe Nobel 
Frank Woertman Clandette Sweet Bo Mathews 
Randy Vetter Bo Mathews Hueh Brown 
Verne Dawn Boyd Marquis Price 
Shanoa Stevens Jan Halloway Elbra Wedgeworth 
Kraig Burleson Chet Neal Offer Jackie Logan 
Jennifer Merer Keith Pryor Grey Abrey 
Wayman Echos Bob Marusin Tina Gregory 
Renee Romero Julie Hock’nobel Robert Pohl 
Dr. Agnes Martin Paul Brown Theodora Rackson 
Isetta Crawford Ravis Porsha Carter Betty Wonder 
Kent Cotton Liz Rao Rob Parze 
Myrna Hipp Chris Nathan Bright 
Patty Lawless Beatriz López Natividad López 
Rodney Long Monique Lovato Salomón Lomelí 
Rob Colmas Alison Kares Carrie Ortiz 
Chris Martínez Steven Gregory Ross Gregory 
Steve Cron Martin Chernoff Susan Altes 
Cindy Kim Mahammad John Hayden 
Priscilla Brown Rachel Kempen Brother Ansar 
Bryan Pigott Sister Gene David Ickle 
Debra Gibbons Nathan Beal  
 
 
I.  NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING OVERVIEW 
The I-70 East Corridor EIS project team conducted a neighborhood meeting on Thursday, May 
19th as part of the on-going community outreach process to present information on the potential 
alternatives being carried forward in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  The 
focus for this meeting was to present the alternatives recommended for the Downing Street light 
rail extension.  Extending the existing light rail line to 40th Street and 40th Avenue was proposed 
in the FasTracks Plan passed by voters in November 2004.  The project team is evaluating the 
impacts of this extension in the I-70 East Corridor EIS.  This neighborhood meeting was held to 
encourage residents, businesses, and stakeholders to learn about the possible impacts, ask 
questions, and share their thoughts regarding the possible impacts. 
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II.  OPEN HOUSE 
The first 30 minutes of the meeting was conducted as an open house detailing the following 
topics: 

1. Overview of project – Process and Schedule 
2. Downing Street light rail extension alternatives 

a. Alternatives considered for further analysis into the DEIS 
b. Alternatives recommended for elimination 

3. Potential area affected by recommended alternatives 
 
III.  PRESENTATION 
After the open house, an electronic presentation was conducted.  The main topics of the 
presentation are outlined below. 

1. EIS process 
2. Schedule update 
3. Alternative evaluation process 
4. Highway and transit alternatives being carried forward for further analysis 
5. Downing Street extension alternatives considered 

a. Alternatives recommended for further analysis into the DEIS 
b. Alternatives recommended for elimination 

6. Next steps 
7. How to stay involved 
 

After each section of the presentation, various questions/comments were discussed.  An 
overview of the questions/comments are described below.   
 
Questions 

1. I’m concerned that this study does not address congestion or transit issues between 
Chambers Road and Colorado Boulevard. 

Answer:  The EIS studies I-70 from I-25 to Tower Road. We are looking at I-70 between 
Chambers Road and Colorado Boulevard. 
 
2. Is the I-70 East Corridor EIS looking at light rail on Welton Street or is that a different 

EIS? 
Answer:  A bit of both. We will study how the I-70 East Corridor would effect operations in 
the area of Welton Street.  The overall FasTracks program will also consider how the rest of 
the system will affect Welton Street. 
 
3. Does the EIS look at housing and gentrification issues?  I am a Cole resident and I want 

to make sure we protect working class families in neighborhoods. 
Answer:  That is partly beyond our scope.  We do look at social impacts associated with the 
alternatives.  We will look at benefits and impacts of all alternatives in the DEIS. 
 
4. Will Welton Street be one-track or two-tracks?  Will the 30th and Welton Streets light rail 

station remain? 
Answer:  The 30th Street station will remain.  We do not know if Welton Street will be one-
track or two-track at this time. 
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5. I live in Curtis Park and the greatest impact of extending light rail will be to the Curtis 
Park Neighborhood.  The EIS has not addressed the historic distinction of this 
neighborhood.  Doesn’t the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) have to be 
consulted before you can carry forward with this project?  Why hasn’t the SHPO been 
consulted? 

Answer:  Cultural is included in the EIS.  We have been coordinating with CDOT and SHPO 
since the beginning of the EIS process. 
 
6. The Inner City Health Center will incur significant impacts as a result of this extension. 

We have 20,000 patients.  We need to prepare if we will be forced to move.  How soon 
will these negotiations begin? 

Answer:  We are still early in the process.  We would not start looking at relocations until we 
are in the design phase of the project.  There is a Federal law that determines how the 
project will address relocations that includes assessing a fair market value.  We are 
expecting this EIS to be complete in 2007.  It will be a couple of years after that for the 
design. 

 
7. We are with Sharing and Caring Ministries.  We are a food bank.  We need people to care 

about our ministry, the service and people it provides for.   
 

8. How many tracks will there be on Downing Street? 
Answer:  We are looking at two tracks along the extension of light rail along Downing Street. 
 
9. How will two tracks on Downing Street and one track on Welton Street work together? 
Answer:  That is something that we currently do not know.  We are looking at whether or not 
that is an issue for the light rail operators. 
 
10. What is the major overriding decision between light rail and commuter rail?  Is it the 
amount of stops?  Travel time? 
Answer:  A lot of factors will determine that decision.  Operational aspects, travel time, 
ridership are some.  We will also look at environmental, social, and economic impacts. 
  
11. I am a Curtis Park resident.  Light rail on Downing Street is right in our front yard.  We 
are concerned about historic properties.  We want landscaping and noise control to be 
considered.  
 
12. I live at 28th and Welton Street and I was unaware that you are considering adding 
additional tracks. 
Answer:  We are looking at double-tracking on Welton Street as an option.  No decision has 
been made. 
 
13. We are concerned about Historic Five Points.  The impacts of light rail on Welton Street 
have already been great.  If light rail is extended how will Five Points be impacted?  What 
will the impacts to Downing Street be? 
Answer:  We do have to look at impacts on historical property in the process of evaluating an 
extension of light rail on Downing Street. 
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14. I have a commercial space on Downing Street.  What is the option/opportunity for 
increasing one track to two tracks on Welton Street? 
Answer:  When we look at double-tracking on Welton Street, there are operational benefits, 
but the trade-off is that there are also impacts.  We don’t know yet what the benefits or 
impacts may be. 
 
15. We are happy to have public transportation to connect our neighborhood to the rest of the 
city.  But, we want you to take into consideration the impacts.  Will it be better or will it be 
worse for our neighborhood?  We don’t just want to be a pass-through stop for travelers on 
their way to Denver International Airport (DIA). 
 
16. Are you studying transit layouts in other cities? What are their successes and issues? 
Answer:  We are fortunate to have the history of what RTD has done as well as people on the 
team who have worked on transit systems in other cities throughout the country. 

  
17. I represent the Curtis Park Neighborhood Association.  The impact is not a straight line 
between 30th Street/Downing Street and 40th Street/40th Avenue.  How does the project plan 
to move forward with street conversion issues?  Converting one-way streets to two-way 
streets? 
Answer:  The City and County of Denver is a partner on this project and they are looking 
into that with us.  The EIS process is going to be wrapped up in 2007.  We aren’t sure what 
the schedule is for the conversion from one-way to two-way streets.  We do review public 
plans in the EIS process to assist in coming up with alternatives. 
 
18. What were the impacts of light rail in other cities? 
Answer:  I don’t know if there is a fair comparison because each location is different.  We 
use information about what has and hasn’t worked in other cities to help look at various 
issues. 

 
19. I heard a report that light rail is coming from the south and will be connecting on Welton 
Street.  One-track on Welton will limit that connection.  We don’t want to limit ourselves by 
not changing to two-tracks.  The issue seems forced on. 
Answer:  Single-track doesn’t work on Downing Street because it’s a longer stretch.  
Double-tracking would work better.  We don’t have all the answers about whether we need to 
double track Welton Street or not, but we will have them in the future.  There will be 
opportunities to talk about this issue again. 
  
20. Will there be one station on Colorado Boulevard and one on Bruce Randolph Avenue? 
Are you considering having a park-n-Ride in this area? 
Answer:  We are looking at station options at either 33rd Avenue or 35th Avenue.  This would 
be a walk-up station/neighborhood station.  Parking would be available at 40th Street and 
40th Avenue. 
 
21. Will there be commuter rail or light rail regardless of the extension? 
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Answer:  We are looking at light rail or commuter rail from Denver Union Station (DUS) to 
DIA.  The Downing Street extension would only be light rail. 
 
22. If commuter rail is still an option, why isn’t it more cost effective to shuttle from 30th to 
40th Street/40th Avenue? 
Answer:  One of the options is to do nothing.  Through the scoping process we have heard 
that that people want a connection between 30th and Downing Street and 40th Street/40th 
Avenue.  We will look at a supporting bus network to go to stations on the East Corridor. 
 
23. I am a Curtis Park resident. What about going east on Martin Luther King Boulevard to 
link to DIA? 
Answer:  We did look at a connection between DUS to DIA along Martin Luther King 
Boulevard or Bruce Randolph for transit.  It was eliminated because it had longer travel 
times and greater residential property impacts. 
 
24. I think the extension will be positive for communities on the north end of downtown. It 
must be planned carefully.  When you are reconfiguring intersections, you must be aware of 
rerouting traffic through neighborhoods.  The historic preservation of the homes is important. 
I would like to see a working group created or sub-committees to discuss those issues. 
Answer:  The stations working group has discussed these issues in the past. 
 
25. Will there be a station at 33rd Avenue and Downing Street?  That directly impacts three 
historical houses? 
Answer:  It is one of the two options we are looking at.  We know there will be impacts with 
either of the two station locations chosen; we just don’t know what the impacts will be yet. 
 
26. I am a property owner at 30th and Welton Street.  It doesn’t sound like double-tracking on 
Downing Street is necessarily a bad thing.  I would like to have a working group or planning 
meeting to discuss these options. 
 
27. Do you have a layout for the 40th Street/40th Avenue station that will show where the 
parking will be?  Will bus service in Whittier be improved? 
Answer:  There are a few options for the 40th Avenue/40th Street station.  We have an option 
located northeast of 38th Street and a second option that is closer to York Street on the north 
side of 40th.  We will look at how bus service connects, services, and supports the entire 
system.  We will look at this further as the process continues.  
 
28. I live at 36th Avenue and Larimer Street.  Why wouldn’t you consider making Downing 
Street a one-way street going south and Marion Street a one-way street going north? 
Answer:  There are currently no plans to convert Downing Street to a one-way street, so we 
didn’t look at that. 
 
29. I think for the Curtis Park, Upper Larimer, and San Rafael neighborhoods, double-
tracking is an excellent idea.  Double-tracking Welton Street could have positive benefits. 
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30. When looking at reconfiguring Downing Street, did you consider eliminating the center 
turn lane?  Will there be overall street improvements and beautification on both sides on 
Downing Street?  I believe this is key.  
Answer:  We didn’t look at eliminating the turn lane.  We talked to the City and County of 
Denver and there would be significant traffic impacts to Downing Street.  There are a lot of 
intersections along Downing Street and eliminating the left-turn lane creates problems with 
access.  We don’t know right now what the construction impacts may be, but will continue 
looking at this through the process. 
 
31. I believe you should double-track Downing Street.  It is troublesome that there is only 
one track.  The light rail wait times are already too long.  Historic buildings must be 
considered.  You need to look at studies that have been conducted in Curtis Park that have 
evaluated directional streets.  The recommended alternative mostly impacts Curtis Park.  
Answer:  We do know about studies of directional streets that have been conducted in Curtis 
Park, but we don’t know when the studies will be implemented.  We currently are looking at 
intersections. 
 
32. Has anyone considered working with RTD to get buses working with light rail? 
Answer:  It is part of the process.  We will look at how the bus network supports the transit 
system. 
 
33. When light rail was initially put on Welton Street the impacts to businesses were 
significant.  I am concerned about the amount of time construction will take.  We now have a 
major traffic issue at 30th and Downing Street.  The light rail, bus, and pedestrians all 
intersect.  There are at least three accidents a month.  Someone needs to look at this issue.  If 
light rail extends on Downing Street there may be more issues.  
Answer:  We will look at traffic impacts.  We will make sure that the safety issue is raised 
with the Denver representatives.  
 
34. There are two issues in Curtis Park with the conversion of one-way streets to two-way 
streets.  One is funding and other is RTD.  Decisions of the EIS are impacting this process. 
 
35. Could a committee be created to discuss issues and express concerns? 
Answer:  One of the things we have established is a Stations Working Group.  We have other 
specific issues that we talk about in this type of forum.  Please sign up for one of the working 
groups on your way out. 
 
36. Downing Street and 33rd Street will be impacted.  We live there and we don’t want to be 
kicked out by the government.  Where will we go?  We don’t want to leave.  How does 
relocation occur?  How do you work with people who own or rent? 
Answer:  We have federal guidelines to follow that govern the relocation process. We have 
right-of-way specialists here tonight to answer your questions. 
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IV.  SUMMARY OF COMMENT FORMS 
The following section details the comments received to date from the comment sheets distributed 
at the meeting.  These comments are recorded verbatim. 
 

Downing Street Alternatives Moving Forward 

D2 Double Track Light Rail on West Side of Downing Street 
(East side of Downing Street remains in same location)  

Downing Street Alternatives Eliminated 
D1 Double Track Light Rail on East Side of Downing Street 

D3 Double Track Light Rail on West Side of Downing Street 
(Downing Street is shifted) 

D4 Single Track Light Rail on West Side of Downing Street 

DM1 Single Track Light Rail on West Side of Marion and Downing Streets 
 

1. What comments or concerns do you have regarding extending the existing light rail 
on Downing Street from 30th Avenue to 40th Avenue? 
• What financial impacts would this have on the current businesses?  
• (Include) some community involvement, so it’s not just a connection running through 

the neighborhood but a destination point with community flair.  I am a part of a 
strong group of visual artists who would like to see the community flourish and feel 
RTD sponsoring events would help at some point. 

• Let it be 
• I am excited to see this transit expansion happening in my neighborhood.   

 
2. Is there anything else you would like to add about the transit alternatives or other 

transportation issues that should be considered in this study? 
• Don’t kill any trees. 
• (Are you) working with RTD to get a better/faster flow with buses? 
• Would you consider reducing the Downing Street width to accommodate the double 

track?  It seems like there would be less costly if the trails were placed over existing 
traffic lanes as opposed to removing property on either the east or west sides of the 
street. 

• How long will businesses on east side of Downing Street be impacted during the 
construction?  

 
3. Any other comments or questions? 

• Why is Downing considering 30th - 40th light rail instead of having a better bus flow?  
How many people has the EIS projected to ride this light rail in the future? 

• Making Welton Street two tracks would ruin more people’s property like you did the 
last time.  There’s not enough room (unless you could elevate the new one).  More 
people would oppose it, whether fully informed or not, mostly because of how badly 
we were done before.  Instead of tearing down more buildings and killing big old 
trees and running businesses out of the neighborhood (or broke), elevate that second 
rail 
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• Keep pedestrian access and mobility into and out of the stations and also through the 
corridors as a top priority.   

• Please tell us what the residents and businesses can do to “NOT” have a double track 
ever considered for the existing Welton Street. 

• Please have someone check on and re-access the traffic impacts – the danger to 
pedestrians and the RTD traffic at the intersection of 30th and Downing Street – 30th 
and California.  This is a dangerous intersection. 

 


