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Aurora Light Rail Maintenance Facility  
Neighborhood Meeting 

 
Date/Time:  August 18, 2005/6:30 P.M.  
Location:    Park Lane Elementary-13001 E. 30th Avenue 
 

Attendees:   
Kathy Sandoval Warren Hawkins David Keener 
Christine Alanis Carol Krevtzar Frank Lankford 
Dorthy Lankford Helmi Brown Lois Reddick 
William C. Hansen Leona Hansen Chris Martinez 
Richard Eckert Norma Authier Pat Ressmeyer 
Huiliang Liu Alice Morgan Glenda Miller 
Aby James Fran Allen Bill McMullen 
Ana Muth Ross Getcher Virgil Thornbury 
Al Allain William Reddick Brad Pierce 
Asie Tatums Mac Callison Cindy Urenda 
Michelle   
 
 
I.  NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING OVERVIEW 
The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) project team conducted a 
neighborhood meeting on Thursday, August 18th as part of the on-going community outreach 
process to encourage residents, businesses, and stakeholders to learn about possible impacts, ask 
questions, and receive information related to possible light rail maintenance facilities.   
 
II.  OPEN HOUSE 
The meeting began with an open house that detailed different topics including: 

1. Project Overview 
2. Rail Transit Maintenance Facilities Site Identification Process 
3. Light Rail Maintenance Facilities 

 
III.  PRESENTATION 
Following the open house, a slide show was presented that gave an update on the EIS process 
and schedule; highway and transit alternatives; maintenance facility description and site 
identification process; light rail maintenance facility screening process and 1st and 2nd level 
screening results, and light rail maintenance facility next steps.  After the presentation, various 
questions/comments were discussed.  An overview of the questions/comments are highlighted 
below.   
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Questions/Comments 
 
Maintenance Facility 
 
1.  Solve traffic problems on I-70 Peoria Street/Smith Road before looking at adding a 
maintenance facility. 
Answer:  We will look at traffic impacts as part of the EIS. 
 
2.  I’m concerned about the new railroad tracks - are they on the west or east side of I-225.  Will 
my house will be taken if maintenance facility is built. 
Answer:  The improvements you are talking about are part of the I-225 study, which follows a 
separate process. There is a federal process that must be followed if a property is taken.  That 
process includes the right to a private appraisal and fair market value for properties.  The laws 
have been changed over time to solve problems of the past. 
 
3.  New buildings have been built in the area where the facility is proposed that will be torn 
down.  The buildings are less than a year old. 
 
4.   Acquisition of land in this area may cause my house to be taken. 
Answer:  We will look at possible acquisition as part of the process.  RTD will follow a federal 
process to work with property owners that are impacted.  More information can be provided by 
contacting RTD. 
 
5.  Concerned about small meeting turn out, the date was missing in the announcement by The 
Aurora Sentinel newspaper. 
 
7.  When will the maintenance facility be built, or happen? 
Answer:  The maintenance facility will have to be in place before the rail line is in service, which 
is currently scheduled for 2014. 
 
8.  Concerns about eminent-domain, the government may pay fair market value but it will be 
difficult to find comparable property in the area. 
 
Light Rail Sites 
 
1.  Will this be on the website? 
Answer: All the information from tonight’s meeting will be on the website.  The comments from 
tonight will be included as well. 
 
2.  What is the south border on Site 17 (Smith Road – Peoria – I-225 south side)? 
Answer:  Baranmor Parkway is the street that borders on the south. 
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3.  The Denver Post has reported that you have $4 billion to start the project.  How much do you 
have on hand today? 
Answer:  FasTracks is a $4 billion dollar project for transit throughout the region.  The funding 
will come from the local tax and federal sources.  RTD also plans to sell bonds to get the 
necessary funds. 
 
4.  Site 17 (Smith Road – Peoria – I-225 south side) is right on top of my house, you should look 
at locating it on the west side of Peoria Street. 
 
5.  Site 17 is located north of Baranmor Parkway the residential areas are south of Baranmor 
Parkway. 
 
6.  Has the transit alignment been decided for the I-70 East Corridor? 
Answer:  Both of the alternatives (light rail and commuter rail) under consideration in the DEIS 
run on the Union Pacific Corridor north of Smith Road. 
 
7.  Will the I-225 Corridor stop at Peoria Street? 
Answer:  I-225 will connect to the I-70 East Corridor.  It will run south along I-225 and connect 
to where the TREX project stops at I-225 and Parker Road. 
 
8.  Will the maintenance facility be under operation 24/7?  What hours will people work? 
Answer:  The maintenance facility will operate 24 hours a day. 
 
9.  Will there be noise impacts? 
Answer:  Noise will be evaluated as part of this process.  Most of the noise generating activities 
will take place in a building. 
 
10.  What will the maintenance facility look like? 
Answer:  Approximately 50 feet high, with a rail yard and a large building.  We would 
encourage you to visit the new maintenance facility RTD just built near Yale and Elati to get an 
idea of what it may look like. 
 
11.  How large is the site for a maintenance facility? 
Answer:  A light rail maintenance facility site would need at least 30 acres.  
 
12.  Safety/contamination will impact Morris Heights.  Maintenance facility impacts are 
unacceptable. 
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V.  SUMMARY OF COMMENT FORMS/COMMENT CARDS 
The following section details the comments received to date from the comment sheets and 
comment cards distributed at the meeting.  These comments are recorded verbatim. 
 

1. What comments or concerns do you have regarding the criteria and/or screening 
process for the RTD light rail maintenance facility? 

• Why can’t RTD use the old military rail line near Fitzimmons to Site 17 or link to 
the I-70 and 225 lines? 

 
2. What comments or concerns do you have regarding the possible sites for the RTD 

light rail maintenance facility?  Is there anything else you would like to add? 
• I don’t want the maintenance facility built in a residential neighborhood. 
 
 

3. Any other comments? 
• I-225 alignment- concern with running up Peoria and next to middle school at 

Montview (Morris) and elementary school farther south (Paris)? 
• I’m for the commuter rail it just sounds better. 
 


