
 

 

CORRIDOR-WIDE SCOPING MEETING SUMMARY 
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Virginia Valenzuela Jonathan Merer Leo Branstetter Bro. Eli H. Harris 
Steve Gordon  Mercedes Pollmeier Brian Wesley Clyde Miller 
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Connie Jimmerson Virgio Martinez John Soueff Marquez Roy 
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Bill Hall Cho Hee Fred Fred McPeck 
Jim Godwin Hwa Lee Todd Saunders Jerry Piffer 
David Busby Larry Ransford Wallace Tollette Helen Alexis 
Cheri Harris  Christina Alexiandes Jose Esquivel Bill Garcia 

Date/Time: December 11, 2003 (6:00 P.M.)  

Location/Neighborhood: Bruce Randolph Middle School/Corridor-Wide Meeting

Moderator: Jumetta Posey, Neighborhood Solutions (NSol)

Project Team:   
Mike Turner, RTD Barry Schulz, PBS&J R.A. Plummer, PBS&J 
Sharon Lipp, CDOT Peter Kozinski, CDOT Tom Schilling, IMCA  
Sanju Nariani, Unit Design George Tsiouvaras, Carter Burgess Jess Ortiz, Denver 
Bill Van Meter, RTD Bill Sirois, Carter Burgess Amelia Deleon, PBS&J 
Thai Smith, NSol Carrie Wallis, PBS&J Karen Allen, Carter Burgess 
Liz Raom, RTD Alan Ross, Carter Burgess  Brent Billingsley, PBS&J 
David Renwick, NSol Deborah Cardenas, Carter Burgess Jeff Dawson, CDOT 
Joshua Phair, NSol Manolo Gonzalez-Estay, NSol Jeremy Hanak, PBS&J 
Tim Marquez, NSol Loretta Leyba, CDOT   
Gray McGinnis, NSol Venita Vinson, NSol  
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Ron Speral David Carnicelli Doug Douglas Roger Rodine 
Ron Covey Johnny Klein Juan Veloz Faith Winter 
Phillis Covey Terry Gonzales Sandy Richardson Christina Sanchez 
Julie Bender Obidio Gonzales Daniel Santos Adriana Munoz 
Kim Laniel Jeff Sudmierer Walter Lewis Ruth Ramos 
Ray Pouncy Judy Montero Fonnie Taylor Marty Bekhit 
Rose Duran Diane & Amos Betty Kamble Cheryl Gonzales 
Benita Duran Bavanca Esteda David Aguado Lewis Dodds 
Paul Ryan Guillermo Esteda Marie Kindred David Lewis 
Angelica Pacheco Parthenia Lewis Isabelle Marquez Jeff Gockley 
Cal Fulenwider Ron Getter David Ruchman Jackie Logan 
Marty Zemcik Chris Arend Joe Colistra Herman Malone 
Yvonne Sandoval (MOP) Jonathan Bartsch   

 

I. PROJECT OPEN HOUSE 
The first 30 minutes of the meeting was conducted as an open house with four general 
areas or themes.  Each area consisted of the following information: 
Area One – What is the Corridor?  A corridor map displaying the outreach boundaries was 
displayed.   

Area Two – What is an EIS?  The Environmental Impact Statement process was outlined and 
explained. 

Area Three – What have we heard?  An outline of the different issues we have heard thus far 
from the scoping meetings for each neighborhood was presented. 

Area Four – How to stay involved?  Technical/Issues Working Groups (T/IWGs) 
explanations and sign-up forms available for anyone to participate in a working group. 
 
II. WELCOME 
The corridor-wide meeting began with Mike and Sharon welcoming everyone.  
 
III. PROJECT PRESENTATION 
Barry ran through a slide show presentation of the project overview and EIS process.  Manolo 
provided an overview of the feedback gathered from the scoping meetings to date.  Barry 
concluded the presentation with an overview of the draft goals.  An outline of the presentation 
is provided below. 
 
Project Overview 

• Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
• Multi-modal study 
• Joint RTD, CDOT, and Denver project 
• At the very beginning (discussed how we may not have any answers tonight due to how 

early in the process we are) 
 
EIS process chart 

1. Scoping 
2. Purpose and Need 
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3. Evaluation Criteria 
4. Alternative Development 
5. Alternative Screening 
6. Draft EIS Evaluation (DEIS) 
7. Format Public Comment on DEIS 
8. Final EIS (FEIS) 
9. Formal Public Comment on FEIS  
10. Record of Decision (ROD) 
 

Outreach-to-date 
• Over 50 meetings held 
• Combination of resident, business, and other stakeholder meetings 
• Tonight is culmination of neighborhood scoping meetings 

 
What we have heard (Issues generated from previous scoping meetings) 

• Station locations • Congestion 
• Accessibility/multi-modal • Bus Routes 
• Health concerns • Alternate routes 
• Funding • Construction timing 
• Tolling • Interchanges 
• Railroad crossings • Accommodating growth 
• Noise and vibrations • Drainage 
• Safety • Congestion 

 
Draft goals 

• Improving transportation choices 
• Realistic capacity expansion 
• Addressing safety needs 
• Supporting community plans and minimizing neighborhood impacts 
• Addressing deteriorating transportation system 
• Access to transportation network  
• Avoiding and minimizing adverse environmental impacts 
• Practical solution 

 
Improving transportation choices 

• User-friendly system 
• Improve connections 
• Multiple options 

 
Realistic capacity expansion 

• Transportation choices 
• Limit hours of congestion 
• More efficient existing system 
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Addressing safety needs  
• Minimize conflict points 
• Adequate emergency access 
• Safe station designs 

 
Supporting community plans and minimizing neighborhood impacts 

• Economic development 
• Community sensitive design 
• Potential relocations (housing/business) 
 

Addressing deteriorating transportation system 
• Viaduct 
• Drainage 
• Bridges 

 
Access to transportation network 

• Convenience 
• Balance access 
• Provide for future travel demand 

 
Avoiding and minimizing adverse environmental impacts 

• Air quality 
• Noise and vibration 
• Environmental justice 
• Hazardous materials 

 
Practical solution 

• Cost-effective 
• Future funding 
• Can be built 

 
IV. COMMUNITY FORUM 
After the project presentation, Jumetta opened up the meeting to any questions or concerns the 
audience may have.  These questions/concerns include: 
 
1. After you get to stage 10, Record of Decision (ROD), do you put it up to a vote by the 
public or does the government make the decision? 
Answer:  No, the EIS is not a voting process.  The final decision makers are the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
 
2.  I would like to hear about funding and joint costs.  Available funding is critical.  This 
community does not want an elevated highway.  How much money is available? 
Answer:  At this point, we don’t know what the preferred alternative is; therefore the issue of 
funding cannot be addressed.  Keep in mind this EIS may also result in a “No Build” 
alternative.  
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3.  Does improvement to access lanes at Steele and York have to wait for the Final EIS or 
can something be done sooner? 
Answer:  No major improvements can be made until the record of decision. 
 
4.  We are grateful to Jumetta for her involvement in this process, she is doing a good job.  
You are too arrogant about the money you use.  Those of us living in these communities 
want an opportunity to help build our new transportation system, not just ride it. 
 
5.  How can you have a light rail without a stop in our neighborhood? 
 
6.  You keep saying that communities are involved.  Why is Governor Owens talking 
about the double-decker toll road that he wants to build? 
Answer:  The ultimate decision makers are Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
 
7.  Letter from Councilwoman Judy Montero was read. (see attached) 
 
8.  As a business owner in Elyria, I can’t stand another overhaul to I-70.  Bridges get iced 
over, then Magnesium Chloride spills on to the ground level.  A toll road would also hurt 
business.  A ground level would get iced over, and magnesium chloride is harmful to 
cities.  
 
9.  I am concerned with FasTracks being put on the table.  I am concerned about a band-
aid repair with a double-decker.  This is not what we want.  FasTracks is a concrete 
solution for healthy neighborhoods and families. 
 
10.  I am a developer working on the development of over 15,000 homes in the 96th 
Avenue and Tower Road area.  We would like a light rail alignment with multiple stops 
along Tower Road, not Peña Boulevard.   
 
11.  A stop between 40th/40th and Stapleton is needed.  Commuters need a way to get to 
work. 
 
12.  Light rail expansion is the best option.  The toll roads (C-470 and E-470) are too 
expensive.  My car doesn’t go in the snow.  Light rail is for everyone, not just those with 
or without cars. 
 
13.  I represent landowners along Tower Road.  We would like to see a transit station at 
Peña and Tower for our guests and workers.  We would like to see the City working with 
EPA to provide affordable transportation solutions.  Solutions that benefit everyone; 
commuters and transit riders. 
 
14.  You do not talk about diversity.  Will my taxes be raised and how will selection of 
contractors occur?  Will people of color be considered as contractors? 
Answer:  It is undetermined as to whether taxes will be raised to fund this project.  As far as 
the selection process for the contractors; once an alternative has been determined, the agencies 
place the project up to bid, this selection process is an equal opportunity process.   
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15.  Denver is back on the dirty air list.  Toll road will add poor air to Denver.  I want 
more stations of light rail for communities. 
 
16.  MOP organizer.  I have worked as an organizer in Elyria/Swansea.  Thank you for 
this project.  Your outreach specialists have been great to the community. 
 
17.  There is a lack of transit stops.  Need to consider more (York, Colorado, etc.) 
between Downing and Stapleton. 
 
18.  Transit expansion in Five Points will hurt businesses. 
 
19.  A statement from representative Diana DeGette’s was read: 

• Congestion and disrepair are issues 
• Cumulative impacts, health also 
• Opposed to toll road and elevated system over I-70 
• Focus on mobility 

 
20.  How will this affect the average person in Five Points? 
 
21.  Thanks to the project for the outreach approach. 
 
22.  Forest City comments:  Include new interchange access in vicinity of Yosemite – 
economic growth potential 
 
23.  Transit connection from 40th/40th to the Coliseum/National Western Complex is 
needed. 
 
24.  Transit stop along Colorado is needed. 
 
25.  Instead of double tracking in Five Points, should consider using other streets. 
 
26.  Make sure the public working groups are heard as part of the process 
 
27.  A statement from Councilwoman Montero was read - Strongly opposed to the 
building of a double-decker.  There is almost no community support for this option at all. 
 
28.  Affordable mass transportation access for community is important 
 
29.  Team needs to continue its’ commitment to community involvement 
 
30.  I represent the Courtyard Marriott at DIA and along Tower Road; there is no form 
of transportation besides walking, biking, and one bus route.  There is a station needed at 
Tower Road.  We need to be able to get employees to work via public transportation. 
 
31.  A representative from Park Creek Metro District wanted alternatives for access from 
I-70 and consider interchange at Yosemite. 
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32.  Already building additional east-west roads in Stapleton.  We need access to I-70. 
 
33.  Concerned with stops and how will homes be impacted.  What about fair market 
value?  Retired and lower income residents will be impacted.   
 
34.  A DIA Partnership letter was read, requesting that the EIS study consider the 
following critical elements as you formulate alternatives: 

• Additional highway capacity on I-70 from I-25 to east of Pena Boulevard 
• Additional and improved access on I-70 between I-270 and I-225 
• New Access is needed to the Stapleton Redevelopment project at Yosemite 
• Improved access at Havana and Peoria to serve new developments and the Fitzsimons 

project 
• Improved interchanges at Quebec Street, Holly Street and Colorado Boulevard 
• Needed improvements at I-225 /Colfax 
• Rail transit service is needed to DIA 
• Rail transit to Fitzsimons  
• DIA would like to serve on any suitable advisory committee established for this project 

 
35.  Integrate with future development in Northeast quadrant.   
 
36.  We need rail transit service to Fitzsimons as soon as possible. 
 
37.  I-25 and I-70 are a low spot and a collection point for water and pollution.  Look for 
more alternate routes so less people have to drive through the pollution. 
 
38.  Diversity should be a goal. 
 
39.  How are taxes going to be affected? 
Answer:  We are not sure how this process will be funded.  We first need to determine what the 
alternatives are before we can discuss funding. 
 
40.  How will contracts be awarded?  Will opportunities for diversity be provided for 
construction projects? 
Answer:  Once an alternative has been selected.  The agencies will then go through an equal 
opportunity bidding process. 
 
41.  Build projects with us, not for us or through us. 
 
42.  Priority of the EIS should be to protect community health.  Transit instead of toll 
roads. 
 
43.  Community members need a voice in the decision. 
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44.  At the end of the 2002 legislative session, the Toll Enterprise was passed and the RTD 
bond fund was passed.  This includes the ability to relocate neighborhoods. 
 
45.  Project needs to create jobs for the community.  This includes young people for 
entry-level work as well as quality jobs for more established community members. 
 
46.  Does the I-70 East Corridor EIS include I-70 West, or are the alternatives exclusive 
to this corridor? 
Answer:  The I-70 West study is a programmatic study, not an EIS.   
 
47.  There are many advantages to public transportation.  1.  Decreases road-rage, 2.  
driving in bad elements (icy roads), 3.  Gives you an opportunity to sit back and relax.  I 
am not in favor of toll roads, they are too expensive. 
 
48.  Letter from the City and County of Denver was read, concerns include: 

• Strongly oppose double-decker 
• Affordable mass transit 
• Pleased with public outreach 

 
IV. PROJECT PRESENTATION 
Following the community forum, Barry made a short presentation on “How to stay involved”.  
An outline of the presentation follows: 
 
How to stay involved 

• Future public meetings 
• Presentation/updates 
• Project office (3840 York Street, 303-294-9300) 
• Newsletters 
• Website:  www.i-70eastcorridor.com 
• Technical/Issues Working Groups 

 
Technical/Issues Working Groups 
The technical/issues working groups (T/IWGs) are groups that will meet to discuss issues and 
approaches to various project concerns.  Tonight, we have sign-up sheets for some of these 
groups that people have already expressed interest in, and ask for your recommendations for 
others.  Some of those groups include: 

• Stations 
• Community impacts 
• Bicycle/pedestrians 
• Trucking/motor carriers 
• Interchanges 
• Air quality 
• Health 
• Economic development 
• Others? 
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As explained earlier, these groups will be kicked-off at the beginning of the year and will meet 
as frequently as needed.  If you are interested in attending these meetings, you may sign up this 
evening or there will also be an opportunity for you to sign up through the website. 
 
V. QUESTIONS  
The meeting was then opened up to questions/comments.  These include: 
 
1.  I see several flaws in your system.  What techniques will be used for getting people 
connected to the system?  Can we have a say in the Technical Information Working 
Groups? 
Answer:  We encourage your participation in the Technical/Issues Working Groups.  This is 
the primary reason for these groups are to encourage dialogue and generate ideas. 
 
VI. WRAP UP 
We will continue to hold these corridor-wide meetings at each major milestone. 
 
Summary of Comment Forms 
The following section summarizes the comments by question received to date from the 
comment sheets distributed at the meetings. 
 
1.  How can transportation/transit be improved in the study corridor? 

• Improved access and egress on to and off of I-70 at York and Steele Streets very 
dangerous now. 

• Rail Transit to DIA (and North Aurora). 
• Build two transit lines - light rail and high speed should go from DIA to the mountains 

with limited stops - light rail should be on Martin Luther King Boulevard or Montview 
from I-225 to Lower Downtown-20 year outlook is too short. 

• I would love for the light rail to be extended to DIA not diesel. This would be great. 
• By adding additional capacity via toll, light rail, and other means. I-70 is a vital tourism 

corridor and needs to be improved. If the viaduct is an issue for neighborhoods, perhaps 
use I-270. 

• I have numerous ways but each one causes problems elsewhere. So don’t leave out the 
little people only play to the needs of those high end users. 

• Light rail monorail to the airport from DUT. 
• Looks like a good idea to do the EIS. I liked the “First” meeting. 

 
2.  Is there anything else you would like to add about transportation issues that should be 
considered in this study? 

• DIA FasTracks needs a stop and good parking at Colorado Boulevard – could pick up 
riders from U.S. 85.  

• Need a good connection from 40th /40th Station to National Western Complex, need a 
stop on the rail line somewhere near Colorado Boulevard for connection with route 40 
bus, light rail transit needs to be double-necked from 24th Street to 40th /40th – but not 
necessarily just on Downing (consider running one track on Franklin or Williams).     

• No double-decker and no tolling.  
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• The highway needs to be improved. 
• More access to local locations not just at the beginning and end sites. Make it 

affordable.  Allow easy and multiple use for bicycles, strollers, wheelchairs put in more 
booths to purchase passes. 

• What about putting I-70 at ground level and putting half dozen small bridges over 
north/south crossing without access I-70, or put the half dozen streets under I-70 at 
ground level? 

• I use the corridor to get to and from DIA from home and Botanic Garden area. I-25 
construction to Tech Center has tied things up at times (rush hour).  How do you plan to 
keep that open to DIA and what are the alternative routes to use during construction? 

 
3. Are you interested in participating in a technical/ issues working group? If so, what are 
your areas of special interest or knowledge?  

• Yes – I enjoyed a delightful public transportation system in Boston. 
• Rail grade crossing safety (Colorado Operation Lifesaver). 
• Community transportation, school kids and blue-collar worker comforts. 
• Yes, but I believe I have a conflict. 

 
4. Any other comments or questions? 

• Why a toll road before transit connections (like commuter rail) are given a chance to 
work. 

• Make sure that minority companies get contracts and minorities benefit from this 
project. 

• Need to replace Quebec/ I-70 interchange soon with the future expansion designed into 
it. Will any expansion in additional lanes be tolled? Consider eliminating some of the 
accesses. Address access for emergency vehicles. Minimize conflicts with I-270 and I-
70, Quebec, and Havana. Is this EIS conducted in a vacuum or are the conclusions and 
continuity from the west I-70 included?   

 
Summary of Comments Cards 
The following section summarizes comments by the project exhibits received during the 
December 11, 2003 corridor-wide meeting.   
 
1.What is the Corridor? 

• Concerned that rail not cut off local street traffic, build up or down. Safety is also a 
concern. 

• Would like to see a divided highway out to DIA. 
• Need rail stop at Tower and 40th at Pena. 
• How often will the train stop at stations? 
• How will transit service Tower Road corridor?  How many stations?  
• 10,000 employees and guests at Tower and Pena, light rail will better service them. 
• Proposed train only goes up open space ½ mile west of Tower. Tower corridor is 

expanding, needs better service with transit 8,000 hotel rooms Frontier corporate only 
current in RTD from Aurora Mall.  
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• Need light rail rather than commuter as it is more flexible. 
• Widening will be bad for businesses and schools. There will be additional pollution. 

Kids will be in danger with traffic and pollution. 
• Would like to see trains from DIA serving Denver and the mountains. 
• Need to improve visual aesthetics in the corridor.  
• Want to see light rail down Smith Road. 
• Does not want additional elevated I-70. 
• Would like a rail station at Colorado Boulevard. 
• Tower and Pena needs RTD stops for rail to service employees, workers, travelers. 

Business development corridor needs service.   
• Need rail corridor down Smith Road and Martin Luther King Boulevard. 
• Transportation from downtown to the Airport is important. 
• Community members should be included in the compliance committees or have the 

committee meetings at night where community members can better participate in the 
public comment periods. 

 
2. What is an EIS? 

• No on transit and rail. 
• Commuter rail to airport is a great idea. 
• Lights on Park Avenue are not timed correctly. 
• Peoria interchange is bad. 
• Rail alternative an excellent idea. 
• Need rail stops in NE between Cole and Stapleton. 
• I-70 needs work on the viaduct- old and rough. 
• York interchange in dangerous. 
• Rail to the airport a good idea. Right of way is in place. 
• Move I-70 out of the area – any new one. 
• Main concern pollution. 
• Stop at Tower and Pena for light rail, Tower corridor rather than Pena. 
• I am concerned about visual air and water quality. 
• Colorado Boulevard should have a rail station  
• Will you be looking at funding? 
•  Concerns about north – south access off I-70 light rail won’t solve this. 
• In favor of rail (less congestion). 
• Concerned about traffic down 23rd. 

 
3. What have we heard? 

• Changing one way streets to two way streets will not help traffic. 
• Advance warning for relocating (as much as possible). 
• Concerned about right of way. 
• Would like better access to I-70 from Five Points/ San Rafael Neighborhood. Access 

points are too congested. 
• RTD buses to meet light rail on Smith Road (buses on Monaco). 
• Why did the study stop at Martin Luther King instead of further North? 
• Ditch ‘Former Stapleton’ and return to ‘Stapleton’. 
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• Would like a station at Colorado Boulevard and rail road tracks, bus #40 needs to 
connect with light rail (at least near Colorado Boulevard). 

• Please consider having a light rail station at 70th and Tower (Pena). 
• Swansea- no elevated toll road, transit needs to be incorporated. 
• Traffic study 2001 city studied one way to two way conversion Stout, California, 

Champa, look at implementation of that study. 
• Between 40th/ 40th Station, Union Station have one more rail/ transit stop to service 

neighborhood and ballpark. 
• Volume problem- residential streets being used as through streets to I-70. 
• Concerned about the location of stops near DIA, has over 100 employees at hotel near 

DIA that he would like to have convenient transit access for. 
• 40th/ 40th Station needs to connect to National Western Complex year round- it’s a huge 

event draw. 
• Concerned about impacts of double tracking on Welton. Businesses will be severely 

impacted during construction and after construction because of loss of parking. 
• Concerned about lack of stops proposed on RTD FasTracks planned East Corridor – 

needs more stops between 40th/ 40th Station and Stapleton. 
• Have both express and local transit stops to meet all needs (along rail corridor). 
• Don’t put too many stations along rail corridor (free shuttle between stations). 
  

4. How to stay involved. 
• Limit access to highway to help mobility. 
• Need more auxiliary lanes address weave problems. 
• Need high volume high-speed roads.  
• Light striping on I-25 to I-70 East ramp (need darker striping). 
• Like the fact that all information is presented in Spanish and English. 
• Railroad grade separations (possible technical/issues working group) 
• Judy Montero-does not seem to be involved with the process she has showed and leaves 

early. 
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