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Interstate Alignment 
Interstate alignment alternatives include the existing I-70 alignment and any other alternatives for the possible relocation of the interstate.  Interstate 
alignment alternatives are divided into sections based on the different features along the corridor. 
Alternative Description Reason for Elimination 
Section 1 – I-25 to Brighton Boulevard 
IA3 Lower I-70 below 

existing ground 
Reconstruct I-70 below existing ground with the 
local streets crossing over I-70.  46th Avenue is 
rebuilt as a collector/distributor or frontage road 
system. 

Eliminated from consideration because of the environmental impacts 
of constructing a new alignment through the South Platte River.  It is 
not a good idea to build a highway through a river. 

IA6 Put I-70 at-grade Reconstruct I-70 at existing ground level.  46th 
Avenue is rebuilt as a collector/distributor or 
frontage road system along reconstructed I-70. 

Eliminated from consideration based on the inability to provide access 
to the community across the new alignment and need to keep the 
alignment separated from the existing railroad tracks.  

IA7 Triple level section
of I-70 (below 
ground) 

 Use three levels for I-70.  Existing ground level 
would be for 46th Avenue.  The first level below 
ground is for westbound I-70 traffic.  The second 
level below ground is for eastbound I-70 traffic.  

Eliminated from consideration based on the environmental impacts of 
constructing a new alignment through the South Platte River and the 
need to keep the alignment above the existing railroad tracks. 
Remember the earlier river problem—this is the same. 

IA8 I-70 tunnel Construct the I-70 alignment below ground in a 
tunnel.  46th Avenue remains on its existing 
alignment. 

Eliminated from consideration based on the environmental impacts of 
constructing a new alignment through the South Platte River and the 
inability to provide a connection back to the I-25/I-70 interchange. 
Same as the others. 

IA9 I-70 above and 
below with 46th 
Avenue at ground 
level 

Split the I-70 traffic with one direction traveling on 
an alignment below ground and the other direction 
elevated above ground with 46th Avenue at-grade 
in its current location.   

Eliminated from consideration based on the environmental impacts of 
constructing a new alignment through the South Platte River and the 
inability to provide a connection back to the I-25/I-70 interchange. 
Same as the others. 
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Interstate Alignment 
Alternative Description Reason for Elimination 
IA4 Add a level to the 

viaduct 
Add an additional level to the viaduct.  46th 
Avenue remains on its existing alignment. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has more construction issues.  
The viaduct was not designed for another level. 

IA5 Enclose I-70 Cover I-70 with a roof.  46th Avenue remains on its 
existing alignment. 

Eliminated from consideration because of construction issues.  We 
eliminated the roof from Brighton Boulevard to Colorado Boulevard for 
the same reason. 

Section 2 – Brighton Boulevard to Colorado Boulevard 
IA14 Enclose I-70 Cover I-70 with a roof.  46th Avenue remains on its 

existing alignment. 
Eliminated from consideration because it has more construction issues.

IA16  Triple level section
of I-70 (below 
ground) 

Use three levels for I-70.  Existing ground level 
would be for 46th Avenue.  The first level below 
ground is for westbound I-70 traffic.  The second 
level below ground is for eastbound I-70 traffic. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has more community and 
environmental impacts than other alternatives and there are other 
alternatives that better meet the project need. 

IA18 I-70 above and 
below with 46th 
Avenue at ground 
level 

Split the I-70 traffic with one direction traveling on 
an alignment below ground and the other direction 
elevated above ground with 46th Avenue at-grade 
in its current location.  Reconstruct the viaduct 
from Washington Street to Colorado Boulevard. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has more construction issues 
than other alternatives and there are other alternatives that better meet 
the project need. 

Section 3 – Colorado Boulevard to I-270 
Section 4 – I-270 to I-225 
Section 5 – I-225 to Peña Boulevard 

May 12 and 13, 2004          Page 2 of 11 



                                                                                        Draft Recommendations for Alternative Elimination 
Pre-Screening and Comparative Screening Analysis Results 

 
 

Interstate Alignment 
Alternative Description Reason for Elimination 
Other 
IA25 Improve I-270 and 

reclassify I-70 
Convert the existing portion of I-70 from I-25 to I-
270 to a limited access roadway.  Additional 
capacity would be added to I-270 and I-76.  The 
viaduct between Washington Street and Colorado 
Boulevard would be reconstructed or removed. 

Making I-70 more of a local road and rerouting traffic creates significant 
access and environmental issues.  

IA26 Realign the  
I-70 westbound 
lanes north 

Realign the westbound lanes of I-70 north of the 
National Western Complex from Colorado 
Boulevard to I-25.  Eastbound lanes remain in the 
current I-70 location.  The viaduct between 
Washington Street and Colorado Boulevard would 
be reconstructed or removed. 

Eliminated from consideration because of environmental and 
community impacts of constructing a new alignment through the 
Globeville and Elyria/Swansea neighborhoods. 

IA27 Realign the I-70 
eastbound lanes to 
Smith Road 

Realign the eastbound lanes of I-70 to be 
adjacent to Smith Road.  Westbound lanes remain 
in the current I-70 location.  The viaduct between 
Washington Street and Colorado Boulevard would 
be reconstructed or removed. 

Eliminated from consideration because of environmental and 
community impacts of constructing a new alignment through the 
neighborhoods south of I-70. 

IA29 Move I-70 to the 
North of Elyria & 
Swansea 
Neighborhoods 
(along 52nd 
Avenue) 

Realign I-70 from Quebec Street to Brighton 
Boulevard to the north of the Elyria and Swansea 
neighborhoods.  I-70 will follow 52nd Avenue to the 
north. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has more potential 
community impacts than other I-70 realignment alternatives. 

IA30 Move I-70 to the 
North of Elyria & 
Swansea 
Neighborhoods 
(along I-270/rail 
alignment) 

Realign I-70 to follow I-270 and the existing 
interchange and add a new interchange to realign 
I-70 the north of the Elyria and Swansea 
neighborhoods.  I-70 then will connect with the 
original I-70 alignment at Brighton Boulevard 

Eliminated from consideration because it has potential environmental 
impacts and construction related issues than other I-70 realignment 
alternatives. 
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Interchanges 
Interchange alternatives include existing and new locations to provide access to the interstate. 
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
I19 Picadilly Road Provide a new interchange on I-70 at Picadilly 

Road 
Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the purpose 
and need of the project and is addressed in another study. 

I21  Additional access
to Globeville area 

Provide a new interchange on I-70 from the 
Globeville area 

Eliminated from consideration because a new access can not be 
provided given the spacing of the existing interchanges.  Access to 
Globeville is provided through the existing Washington Street and 
Pecos Street interchanges.  Federal guidelines state how close 
interchanges can be to each other.  An interchange here would violate 
those guidelines. 
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Interstate Lane Types 
Interstate lane types are described by who is allowed to use the lane.  Lane types include general purpose lanes where anyone can use the lane to 
special purpose lanes where only certain users (e.g. buses) are allowed. 
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
IL1 Dedicated lane for 

commuters 
Lanes that are designated for through traffic 
traveling the corridor from I-25 to Peña Boulevard.  
Access is only provided at limited locations. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not improve capacity or 
provide access to the corridor as well as other lane type alternatives.   

IL2 Dedicated lane for 
DIA travelers 

Lanes that are designated for travel on I-70 
between I-25 and Peña Boulevard with entrance 
points provided only in the eastbound direction 
and exit points only in the westbound direction.   

Eliminated from consideration because it does not improve capacity or 
provide access to the corridor as well as other lane type alternatives.   

IL7  Dedicated bus
lane 

Lanes that can only be used by buses. Eliminated from consideration because it does not improve capacity 
through the corridor as well as other lane type alternatives.  Buses 
would still be able to use HOV lanes. 

IL8  Dedicated truck
lane 

Lanes that can only be used by tractor-trailer 
trucks. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not improve capacity 
through the corridor as well as other lane type alternatives.  Trucks 
are a small percentage (approximately 10-14 percent) of the overall 
corridor volume.   

IL10 Emergency lane Lanes that can only be used by emergency 
response vehicles (e.g. ambulances). 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not improve capacity 
through the corridor as well as other lane type alternatives.  
Emergency response vehicles can use the special purpose lanes or 
shoulders for better access. 

IL13 Truck only ramps 
at Steele Street/ 
Vasquez 
Boulevard 

Lanes for truck traffic only at the Steele 
Street/Vasquez Boulevard exit from I-70. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not improve capacity 
through the corridor.   
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Transit Alignment 
Transit alignment alternatives consist of various ways to provide mass transit between Downtown Denver and DIA.  The transit alignments are divided 
into sections based on the different features along the corridor. 
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
On-street Downtown Transit Alignments 
TA5 Washington Street Alignment from existing downtown light rail north 

along Washington Street.  The alignment then 
follows the Union Pacific Railroad or I-70 
alignment that then connects to one of the airport 
connection transit alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has more potential 
residential and historical property impacts and does not support 
community plans as well as other downtown transit alignments. 

On-street East-West Transit Alignments 
TA3 35th Avenue Alignment along Downing north from 30th and 

Downing, east along 35th Avenue to one of the 
airport connection transit alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has more potential 
residential and business property impacts and does not support 
community plans as well as other on-street east-west transit 
alignments like Bruce Randolph/35th Avenue. 

TA10 38th Avenue Alignment along Downing north from 30th and 
Downing, east along 38th Avenue to one of the 
airport connection transit alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not provide access to 
local residences, businesses, or activity centers in the corridor as well 
as other on-street east-west transit alignments such as Martin Luther 
King and Bruce Randolph, since 38th Avenue runs through a primarily 
industrial area. 

TA11 Montview
Boulevard 

 Connection from another alternative south along 
Colorado Boulevard, then east along Montview 
Boulevard to one of the airport connection transit 
alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the project 
purpose and need of providing access to the study area. 

TA7 Colfax Avenue Alignment from existing downtown light rail south 
to Colfax, east along Colfax to one of the airport 
connection transit alignments. 
 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the project 
purpose and need of providing access to the study area. 

TA13 Havana Street  Alignment that continues another proposed 
alignment north along Havana Street, then east 
along 56th Avenue to one of the airport connection 
transit alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not provide access to 
local residences, businesses, or activity centers in the corridor as well 
as other transit alignments. 
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Transit Alignment 
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
TA14 56th Avenue/North 

of 56th Avenue 
Alignment from Denver Union Station north to 56th 
Avenue, east along 56th Avenue to one of the 
airport connection transit alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not provide access to 
local residences, businesses, or activity centers in the corridor as well 
as other on-street east-west transit alignments. The alignment also 
does not fit within local plans to expand 56th Avenue. 

TA15 64th Avenue 
Median 

Alignment from Denver Union Station north to 64th 
Avenue, east in the median of 64th Avenue to one 
of the airport connection transit alignments. 

Eliminated from consideration because of the potential environmental 
impacts of an alignment through the Rocky Mountain National Wildlife 
Refuge.   

Airport Transit Alignments  
TA16 Run further East of 

DIA 
Alignment from DIA that would run towards 
Strasburg. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the purpose 
and need of this project because it is outside the study limits and does 
not provide access to the corridor. 

TA18 E-470 Alignment from an east-west transit alignment 
along E-470, then east to DIA. 

Eliminated from because it does not meet the purpose and need of 
this project because it is outside the study limits and does not provide 
access to the corridor. 

Other Transit Alignments 
TA20 Keep open the 

opportunity for 
connection to North 
Front Range area 

An alignment that connects to an alternative to the 
North Front Range. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the purpose 
and need of this project because it is outside the study limits and does 
not provide access to the corridor. It is being looked at in a separate 
study. 
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Station Locations 
Station location alternatives are sites where access would be provided to a transit alignment.  Like bus stops or train stops. 
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
S28 Fitzsimons  Station location in the Fitzsimons area Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the purpose 

and need of this project because it is outside the study limits and does 
not provide access to the corridor.  This alternative will be considered 
in the I-225 Corridor Study that is being conducted by RTD. 
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Transit Technology 
Transit technologies define how transit vehicles (e.g. buses, light rail, trains) operate including what type of engine they have (e.g. diesel, natural gas, 
electric) and what they ride on (e.g. rubber tires, steel wheels).   
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
TT4 High speed rail 

(Bullet train) 
High-speed rail typically provides intercity service, 
operating on an exclusive guideway system of 
steel tracks that can be located at grade (usually 
existing rail lines), elevated, or below ground.  
Power is usually provided by overhead electrical 
cables.   

Eliminated from consideration because it is meant for longer distance 
trips and does not meet the purpose and need of providing access to 
the corridor. 

TT6  Magnetic levitation
(MagLev) 

MagLev is an emerging technology that could 
provide high-speed service between major 
destinations, as well as long-distance intercity 
service.  Trains float on a magnetic field and are 
propelled by magnets located on the guideway. 

Technology does not provide reasonable local access and is meant 
for longer trips.  

TT8  Personal Rapid
Transit (PRT) 

PRT systems are designed to provide 
personalized service between specific origin and 
destination stations.  PRT is an automated system 
of small vehicles that travel on elevated 
guideways and operate on demand with no 
intermediate stops. 

Technology has not been used in similar a situation and is not realistic 
for this application. 

TT9 Sky tram Self propelled vehicles using a suspended cable 
guideway (operations similar to LRT). 

Technology is not a realistic application for this corridor and is meant 
for shorter trips.   

TT3 Heavy rail Heavy rail is commonly referred to as metros or 
subways.  Heavy rail usually provides medium 
capacity, medium speed service in densely 
populated urban areas on steel tracks in an 
exclusive right of way.  Power is provided by a 
third rail alongside the track. 

Eliminated from consideration because it has limited flexibility for future 
improvements, than other transit technology alternatives, and it is not 
consistent with local and regional plans.  

TT7 Monorail Monorail is elevated on a concrete or steel 
guideway and can be fully automated or driver-
operated.   

Eliminated from consideration because it is not consistent with local 
and regional plans, it has limited flexibility for future improvements  
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Transportation Demand Management/Transportation System Management (TDM/TSM) 
Transportation Demand Management/Transportation System Management (TDM/TSM) are programs designed to reduce travel demand and improve the 
use of the transportation system.  TDM addresses traffic congestion by reducing travel demand rather than increasing transportation capacity.  TSM 
strategies are designed to help improve traffic flow on the existing transportation system.  Some examples of these are carpooling and traffic flow lights. 
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Local System Improvements 
Local system improvements are improvements that could serve as an alternative to I-70 or could be combined with other alternatives as an 
enhancement.   
Alternatives Description Reason for Elimination 
LS1 Connect I-76 to DIA Create a connection between I-76 and Peña 

Boulevard. 
Eliminated from consideration because of the potential environmental 
impacts through the Rocky Mountain National Wildlife Refuge.   

LS2 Improve 56th 
Avenue 

Improve 56th Avenue instead of adding capacity to 
I-70. 

Eliminated from consideration as an alternative to I-70 because it does 
not substantially effect the need to add capacity to I-70.  Improving 
56th Avenue to a 6-lane facility only reduces volumes on I-70 by 0-2 
percent during peak hours and 0-1 percent daily. 

LS3  Improve Smith
Road (Extend) 

Improve Smith Road instead of adding capacity to 
I-70. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not substantially effect 
the need to add capacity to I-70.  Improving Smith Road to a 4-lane 
facility only reduces volumes on I-70 by 0-9 percent during peak hours 
and 1-4 percent daily. 

LS4 Improve 6th Avenue Improve 6th Avenue instead of adding capacity to 
I-70. 

Eliminated from further consideration because it does not meet the 
purpose of the project of providing access to the study area. 

LS6 Extend Smith Road Connect Smith Road through the former Stapleton 
area between Quebec Street and Havana Street. 

This alternative was combined with LS3 in pre-screening and was 
eliminated in comparative screening when LS3 was eliminated.  An 
extension of Smith Road is a planned improvement that will be  
completed as part of the Stapleton redevelopment. 

LS8  Remove through
trucks from I-70 

Divert through truck traffic from I-70 to I-270. Eliminated from consideration because it does not provide access to 
the corridor for the businesses and because I-70 is an interstate 
highway, trucks can not be restricted. 

LS10 Outer Loop Create an additional interstate loop around 
Denver. 

Eliminated from consideration because it does not meet the purpose of 
the project of addressing access along the corridor. 

LS11 Improve I-270 Add additional capacity to I-270 with no capacity 
improvements to I-70. 

Eliminated from consideration as an alternative to I-70 because it does 
not substantially effect the need to add capacity to I-70.  Improving I-
270 to an 8-lane facility reduces volumes slightly on I-70 between I-25 
and I-270, by 3-5 percent during peak hours, and 2 percent daily.  The 
remainder of I-70 is unaffected. 
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