
 

Last revised:  11/15/05 

CORRIDOR-WIDE MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Attendees: 
John Zapien Armando Saint Jake Sherosky Abraham Sautero 
Teresa Moras Lynne Marnelli Steve Estrada Loretta Daniel  
Roberto Torres Nadine Lee Cormack McCarthy Win King 
Michael Sheehan Virginia Calderón Brenda Vázquez Gilbert Vázquez 
Lorraine Granado William West Karle Seydel Rob Marin 
David Allen Gene Hook Ross Sanders Joanna Skirrow 
Humberto Guzman Rose Reynolds Inell Fuller  Mel Harris  
Jake Jakubowski Todd Inglee Bill Prather Sheldan Chrysler 
Joan Darveaux Bob Darveaux Dave Frazier Jim Edgington 
Dee Ortega Wendy Larios Ron N Anthony R 
Janice Finch Frank Woertnan Mark Ryan Peny Crespin 
Juan Veloz Bervely Grant-Cobb Hector Zuniga Antonio Diez 
Humberto Guzman René Romero Wilbert Stackhouse Bonnie Stackhouse 
Sharon Reynolds Audrey Vigil Kraig Burleson Edna Burggraff 
Ray Vialpando Alan Gates Cheryll Gates George Brotzman 
Irene Brotzman Fred McPeck Cathy Miller Jennifer Gonzales 
Kenneth Miller Roger Cobb Melody Harris  Dennis Bronson 
Roberto Godoy Bonnie McKenzie Keith Pryor Selena Anthony 
Scott McDoni Jacinto Acebedo Mike Stone Paige Heydon-McCrary 
Justin McPeck Bob Gregory Adina Guzman Betty Guzman 
David Kline David Singer Trude Delgado Mark Mehringer 
Gene Eatinger Robin Day Dominga Zuniga George Guzman 
Bob Mero David Olatsky John Smits Julie Orne 
Chris Arend Mike Beery  Laverne Glenn Larry Burgess 
Dave Shoenfield Carold Friesen  Mike Johnson  Kim Kucera 
Alfredo Arrieta Liliano Arrieta Gabriel Zuniga Tom Sundheim 
Michael Catalano Lori Cockerham Steve Skirrow Helen Perry 
Cecelia Underhill Lillie Fuller Elia Fisher Tom Waters 
Mark Boggs Richard Pena Virgil Martinez Aidan McGuire 
Brandstetter Cypriano Montour Angie Malpiede Gregg Cassarini 
Bob Wilson Armando Guzman Manuel Nelda Michael Kearns 
Paul Dierschow Hod Hutson Frank Lund Amy Strickland 
Don Barrett Monique Lavato  Michelle Rabouin Venita Lund 
Veronica Vega Annette Vigil Griselda Calderon Lee Coleman 
Nancy Harris Chandler Romeo Lucy Cook Margot Hackstaff 
 

The I-70 East Corridor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) project team conducted 
corridor-wide meetings on October 12th and 13th, 2005 as part of the on-going community 
outreach process.  These notes reflect the meeting held on October 13th.  The primary purpose 
of the October corridor-wide meetings was to disseminate, discuss, and answer questions 
regarding the highway and transit alternatives recommended for further analysis in the Draft 

Date/Time: October 13, 2005/5:00P.M.  

Location: Bruce Randolph Middle School  
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EIS (DEIS) and the initial results of how theses alternatives may affect the community and 
environment.  The meeting included an open house with boards that focused on the project 
overview, transit and highway DEIS alternatives, initial information on social, economic, 
environmental resource affects, rail maintenance facility update, and ways to stay involved.  
Small group discussions were conducted.  Comment sheets were also provided for the 
attendees. 
 
I.  SUMMARY OF COMMENT FORMS 
The following section details the comments received to date from the comment sheets 
distributed at the meeting.  These comments are recorded verbatim. 
 

DEIS Highway Alternatives 
Alternative A (4 options) Add general purpose lanes on the existing I-70 alignment 
Alternative B Add toll lanes on the existing I-70 alignment 
Alternative C Add general purpose lanes on the I-70 realignment 
Alternative D Add toll lanes on the I-70 realignment 

DEIS Transit Alternatives 
Alternative 1 Union Pacific Commuter Rail  
Alternative 2 Union Pacific Light Rail  
 
1.  What comments or concerns do you have regarding the I-70 East Corridor highway 
alternatives being evaluated in the DEIS? 

• I am concerned about the connectivity that is lost due to the new on-ramps.  This will 
effectively isolate homes south of I-70 from Swansea Recreation Center and the park. I 
am also concerned about toxic emissions and the effect on health. 

• Re-routing this traffic north of existing route would be a huge mistake for 
neighborhoods which were already impacted when existing I-70 came. Staff here 
explained that existing elevated portions are already deteriorating and will need to be 
replaced regardless. Bringing the traffic below grade seems to be the answer which 
addresses the most problems in one solution. 

• I don’t approve of the highway going through Williams Street because I am a 
homeowner on Williams Street and I would rather have the highway built underground 
where the old highways is. 

• It’s about time I-70 gets shoulders.  Can’t tell you how many times I’ve driven through 
there and there is a stalled car causing major backup because it’s in a lane instead of on 
a shoulder. I believe that keeping I-70 where it is at works best. I can’t see it being 
better if it gets re-routed and then ties in with 270. 

• Will toll lanes be permanent or will there be a timeframe when they will convert to free 
use lanes? Why were high occupancy vehicle lanes not included? 

• Would like to see better analysis of cost differential between light rail and commuter 
rail options. 

• If light rail crossing at Tower Road/72nd can be at-grade, what about crossing at 
previously considered alignment at Tower Road/67th? 

•  I do not want I-70 built down Williams Street not good for neighborhood. The ideal 
place for I-70 is to build the tunnel where the existing I-70 is. 
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• I think it should stay where it is at. Detour on the alternative. 
• I don’t approve.  I live on Williams Street and I am a homeowner, I have lived there for 

20 years. 
• I have lived in the neighborhood for 35 years and I don’t want I-70 going through 

Williams.  I would rather have them build the tunnel where the existing I-70 viaduct is. 
• I have lived in the neighborhood for 25 years and I don’t approve of having this 

highway going down Williams.  I think that building the highway underground would 
be better for the neighborhood. 

• Alternatives A,B,C,D, will effect our quality of life, more pollutions, more traffic. It 
will also be socially, economically and hindering, by lowering value of homes.  Only a 
tunnel can help our community. 

• We want a tunnel underground 
• I live on 46th Street and Williams Street. I don’t want my home taken away, or if it’s 

not, I don’t want the highway in my front yard. 
• I strongly support the option for realignment of I-70 around the Elyria/Swansea 

neighborhoods. This idea is “SUPERB”.  It will reconnect these historically rich but 
neglected communities with the rest of the city.  At this point I can’t really decipher the 
advantages or disadvantages of incorporating toll lanes in this plan. My only 
disappointment is that none of the alternatives seem to be able to find a way to include 
Globeville in this benefit.  New ramps and access streets must only have minimal 
adverse impact on existing neighborhoods. 

• I appreciate everyone efforts in informing our community.  Keep up the good work.  
Thank you. 

• We can not be compensated for the sentimental value of our homes.  If there is an 
alternative that will not make us have to leave our homes, that’s what I (we) want. 
Everyone in our community does not want to leave their homes.  My mother passed 
away at our homes.  That was her dying wish.  Please don’t make us have to leave our 
homes. Thank you. 

• We would like the tunnel 
• Eliminate viaduct-any of the routes work 
• Displacement of existing small business and residents. I like Alternative C (below 

grade) where there is access to the Globeville, Elyria and Swansea neighborhoods. 
Little or no impact to wildlife, water and air quality. 

• We want a tunnel underground 
• We want a tunnel underground 
• Concern to realign I-70 over Brighton Boulevard would ruin quality of life for residents 

and businesses on Brighton Boulevard north of highway.  Right of way ladies made it 
very obvious that my 30 years of building a business will not be compensated if I were 
bought out.  This is wrong –what if someone told you that you wasted the last 30 plus 
years of your investment. 

• These alternatives are crap!  Fix existing highway instead of attempting to steal land in 
Elyria!  No one will be fooled by your illegal land acquisition activities!  The stealing 
of land for National Western Stock Show will be a liability for Denver and CDOT.  We 
are not fooled. 

• I feel that a light rail would help the community but a highway would definitely fuck 
our neighborhood and the close knit community we have.  I believe a tunnel that has 
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been proposed would be the best highway idea or otherwise go around National 
Western Complex don’t fuck the poor and help the rich, help the poor ones out. 

• My concern with realignment is cost.  I-270 has its own congestion issues that concern 
me and adding an I-70 connection would seem burden some. 

• Alternative A:  Below grade between Brighton Boulevard and Colorado Boulevard; add 
one lane in each direction from I-25 to 225 for semi-trucks only in right lane. 

• DEIS Alternative 1 transit extension from 30th and Downing; use new “electric bus” 
north on Downing Street/Marion Street and south on ?/California Street.  Station five 
blocks apart (30th,35th, 40th). 

 
2.  What comment or concerns do you have regarding the I-70 East Corridor transit 
alternatives being evaluated in the DEIS? 

• I am concerned that Union Pacific may not allow light rail transit on their corridor, if 
this happens it effectively narrows the alternatives to commuter rail transit.  If Union 
Pacific makes this decision will other alignments be studied? 

• I’m originally from a part of the country where toll roads are common and viewed as a 
way to maintain turn pikes and other high density routes.  While “I” think it’s a good 
idea, there seems to be a lot of resistance to toll roads here in the west. (In spite of the 
history of US 36 to Boulder starting as a toll road) The “skip stop” line to Denver 
International Airport sounds great! 

• It‘s about time we get this idea going.  I can’t wait for it to be complete.  Commuter 
trains seem to be the safest choice, although light rail does offer more stops. Having 
express (non-stop) service is a great idea. 

• What is the long term maintenance costs of commuter rail versus light rail? 
• As long as it stays on the south side of the highway I-70 
• We need more alternatives to benefit the economy and community. 
• Union Pacific light rail, while initially more expensive has more positive benefit for the 

community.  This is what I thought I was voting for when I voted for Fastracks, not for 
the mere convenience of Denver International Airport travelers. 

• I’m unsure about this, but I basically think it’s a good idea. 
• I’m hoping to see something that is esthetic and might actually add to a community feel 

rather than a throughway separation.  I hate to say it, however I wonder if realignment 
might bring back neighborhoods. 

• As CEO and Director of Inner City Health Center (which will be significantly impacted 
by any of the proposed alternates along Downing Street), I was pleasantly surprised by 
the new “streetcar” alternative…What a novel idea!  This idea seems to solve many of 
the logistics problems and community reluctance/resistance to adding another track 
through Five Points and expansive neighborhood disruption. 

• I prefer to leave I-70 as is, my concerns are for the wildlife and the quality of life for 
the residents. 

• Light rail!  Controls the pollution at its source and provides more stops 
• I would prefer light rail than commuter rail.  By the way who are the invisible players 

in the EIS? 
• Put what engineers are really going to do on the table.  Quit lying about these 

alternatives let’s see the real designs that are on the 20 year master plan. 
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• I highly believe a tunnel should be considered or route the new alignment around 
National Western where there is less occupied land and fewer to no residents. 

• I prefer a commuter rail alternative because of the long distance I think light rail will be 
slow and cumbersome.  I would also expect a much larger volume of riders from DIA 
into Downtown.  I prefer location “A” for the 40th/40th stations because it appears to 
best serve the widest range of residents and would encourage redevelopment of the 
existing industrial property that borders the station. 

• We were concerned what effect the changes on Downing Street were going to have on 
out property.  You don know yet-will be minimum of 2 years. 

• Environmental returning over contaminated dirt. 
o Bottleneck traffic is between I-25 and 225 due to heavy semi-truck traffic, as long 

as you’re at it fix it. 
 
3.  What comments or concerns do you have regarding the possible effects of the 
alternatives on social, economic, and environmental resources? 

• This is the source of my biggest opposition to propose Alternatives C and D. The 
Swansea-Elyria neighborhood have already dealt with enough from the existing I-70 
route. 

• What impact will it have at all locations?  That’s my concern.  What will it bring to the 
areas/neighborhoods where service/maintenance stations will be located at? 

• Trees, water problems, sewer problems detours where to go with it. Would it go to the 
neighborhoods? 

• Realignment will not benefit the community socially, economically or especially 
environmentally. 

• This could be an opportunity to make Globeville, Elyria, Swansea better and undo past 
damage. 

• I’ve lived and worked in my neighborhood my whole life.  I’ve raised four good kids 
and still have family in the neighborhood.  In my opinion it seems like you always try 
to banish the poor and improve on the rich.  The rich get richer and the poor stay poor. 

• Improved access to Northfield at old Stapleton (especially from the eastbound lanes) 
needs serious consideration. 

• The underground rendering might be preferable. 
• None.  General-Fabulous maps and great explanations by a great crew.  Did a superb 

job! 
• The highway being rebuilt over Brighton Boulevard would destroy my business and all 

businesses along there.  Socially  the area will die because it will be under a viaduct. 
• You will make people homeless if you follow through with these criminal acts against 

Elyria’s citizens!  Statistics prove eminent domain acts will make people poor and 
homeless!  Your act will be liability issues in class action lawsuits. 

• I don’t want the highway in my backyard my family and I am as content as we can be 
with it as close as it is already.  As much as it would devalue the properties and make it 
an unhappy place and even less healthier place to live. 

• I think the I-70 expansion should be the path of least resistance.  Realigning I-70 will 
be costly and benefit some, but will also impact others and not address the overall 
issue.  That a major east/west corridor will ultimately bisect the city anyway. 
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• When placing signs during construction please use a communications consultant so that 
traffic can maneuver safely and efficiently during construction. 

 
4.  Any other comments or questions? 

• I love the streetcar extension idea!  The commuter rail maintenance facility should be at 
the TOFC site.  We need a technical issue working group for commuter rail 
maintenance facilities. 

• The rail maintenance facility needs to be set up to service light rail. 
• Hurry up with all the studies and start the ground breaking.  Denver definitely needs 

FasTracks and we’re in a definite need with current gas prices! 
• The corridor-wide meeting was very well put together and the reps at each station were 

very knowledgeable on their particular area. 
• Do like they did on the Denver Coliseum area.  Where they have parking under the 

highway for some of the businesses on the south side as well as 46th Avenue. 
• Why don’t you consider a tunnel for the highway or build toward National Western 

where there are less people?  I hope coming to this meeting tonight wasn’t a waste of 
my time.  I’m fighting for my home and it’s very important to me!! 

• A.  Realigning I-70 will not only breath new life into Elyria/Swansea but the city as a 
whole. 
B.  It is vital to consider ways to prevent the further suffocation of Globeville 
C.  Every effort should be made to insure that Union Station provides access for light 
rail lines. 

• Mr. Chuck and Mr. Brent were so informative and knowledgeable.  I appreciated their 
patience. 

• Need bike and pedestrian access across I-70 from lower Stapleton to Northfield mall 
that is not dangerous (as proposed Central Park Boulevard will be).  How about 
connecting to Sand Creek for this purpose? 

• There needs to be real consideration for both residents and business for the years of 
their lives invested in the neighborhood.  A business is built on location convenience, 
consistency and relationship. Move a business and dies there has to be consideration for 
my 30 years of building a business as well as a more than fair value for the real estate 
that is devalued the minute this process starts. 

• Please do not attempt to lie, cheat or steal from people that are honest.  You’re 
attempting to get the land at low value then you intend to rezone it and raise the value 
after you have kept the value down by not paving our alleys!  Theft was publicly stated 
by Councilwoman Judy Montero who wanted to use Tabon Reserve to steal our land!  
You have many liability issues as a result of her negligence. 

• I’ve lived in my neighborhood in the same house for my whole life (20 years) and I feel 
that we are getting the shit end of the stick.  I don’t see or hear anything about going 
through an upper-class or richer neighborhood.  Why us, just because we have less 
money? 

• Good presentation 
• We appreciate the time and effort that was put into keeping the neighborhoods 

informed.  Thank you. 
• Maintenance Facility should not block residential development in Globeville, Elyria, 

Platte River area.  With more efficient transportation the light rail facility can be in 
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areas of the city that are already being used for light rail manufacturing and 
warhousing. 

 
II.  SUMMARY OF COMMENT CARDS  
The following section summarizes comments that were received by the staff in the open house 
portion of the corridor-wide meeting. 

• Why not a tunnel option? 
• Connect Central Park Boulevard station to Sand Creek 
• Consider a fareless (free) line for the Downing Street streetcar alternative 
• If commuter rail is selected, the Peña/Tower Station should be moved south to 64th 

Street and Telluride to enhance the residential growth and transit-oriented-development 
in the area. 

• Prefer light rail over commuter rail.  Commuter rail does not go far enough.  If we build 
something we should go all the way-best option light rail transit. 

• Too many stations in Downing Street, should take out 29th/Welton Street it is 
inefficient. 

• I like the streetcar it does not impact homes or takes property. 
• Prefer light rail transit because pollution 
• Both light rail and commuter rail alignments and stations are looking better. The 

stations are more strategically located. 
• If Union Pacific doesn’t want light rail in their right or way what options are being 

considered for light rail?  Union Pacific shouldn’t be able to eliminate the light rail 
option. 

• If you put a streetcar on Downing Street could turn and go down Bruce Randolph 
Avenue to Stapleton as an alternative to light rail and commuter rail on Smith Road 
alignment. 

• Prefer Alternative B for 33rd Avenue Union Pacific, but must connect to Brighton 
Boulevard with pedestrian overpass 

• Streetcar should run two ways on Welton Street/Downing Street and have less impact 
on neighborhood (right of way). 

• Good connection on streetcar-from Welton Street down Broadway to civic center 
station. 

• Oppose 33rd Street Union Pacific Site A station 
• You should look at what’s best for Denver-both economic growth and pollutions. Is it 

better to have industry move closer to the airport, and keep residents to the west? 
• The realignment will decrease pollution in the neighborhoods. 
• 33rd Avenue Union Pacific station if Coors does not want stations we should access 

from the north side where there is vacant land still need pedestrian connection 
• Safe access over the highway on bikes separate from the interchanges would like to get 

up to arsenal on bike. 
• A working group should be developed for community input on local access, 

specifically from I-25 to Brighton in Globeville. 
• Are the 50-60 year old packing houses and industrial sites considered historical? How 

about “shanty” homes? Some of these places should be torn down. I’ve lived in 
Globeville all my life. 
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• RTD’s diesel facility is near my neighborhood in Five Points. Noise and pollutions 
already exists. Other areas need to share the burden and have impacts of growth. 

• A map of existing I-70 would be helpful in order to compare improvements. 
• Would like to see plans for Forest cross streets, city access. 
• Don’t like the toll lanes. 
• Why not tunnel? We have not been provided with a reason why, a tunnel was not 

considered. How is this going to affect William Street. Take out National Western if 
redirecting. 

• Concern with trucks in Elyria access Brighton Boulevard and York Street. Likes C and 
D Alternative street configuration-wants to know more when close to final design. 

• Realignment will impact Globeville more than existing alignment. 
• Access along I-70 needs to be evaluated 
• Construction access 
• Look at something along existing highway alignment that would move the school. Also 

find something that can be funded and built. 
• Concern with Claude court vagrancy that leaves a lot of trash. 
• Concern with weeds along I-70 also 
• For the realignment Option 2 appears to be the less confusing. Alternative 3 is the best 

option 
• How can we build such a big bridge on Brighton for Alternatives C and D 
• Keep I-70 on existing alignment 
• Depress I-70 to open up the neighborhood 
• Pro-realignment opens up Elyria/Swansea to be neighborhood again. It will connect 

people, be less noisy and moves problem highway away from Elyria/Swansea 
• Don’t like realignment 
• Light rail allows for much more economic development opportunity and long term tax 

benefits to offset greater cost. 
• Keep 29th Street and Welton Street stop. It’s a growth area where people are choosing 

not to have cars. Also, many seniors and students rely on this terminal for access to 
jobs- those without transit alternatives. Never enough emphasis on those who are transit 
dependent 

• Take the streetcar down East Colfax Avenue 
• Interlining to 225 is very important to the Aurora business community 
• All the small right of way takings add up to a large effect 
• Bike/Pedestrian connection from south to north (especially in Stapleton area) non-

motorized connection at stations. 
• The cost of diesel fuel makes the operating cost of DMV or LHC too high, I prefer light 

rail transit. 
• Park-n-Rides should have structured parkway as well as surface 
• From community perspective would like to have seen the tunnel. Feel it would have 

had minimal environmental impacts. 
• Alternative A3 is a better alternative and the property effects are not much higher for a 

better product 
• I like the cable car from Downing Street to 40thStreet/40th Avenue 
• I like the light rail alternative 
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• I’m for light rail it has less pollution 
• Light rail over commuter rail 
• Extend trails from Sand Creek to Central Park station 
• Need a way to get walkers and bikers over I-70 into Stapleton area 
• I like the idea of express for Airport to downtown 
• Concern with locating commuter rail maintenance facility where housing is planned 

along Platte River. Don’t like C3,C4 and C5 
• Areas in Globeville, Swansea/Elyria, Five points have great views and will be next 

“sheek” area to live 
• Light rail maintenance facility-prefer Site 17.  Site 8 will redevelop and maintenance 

facility will conflict 
• Kind of likes realignment to divert traffic around residential areas. 
• What resources do we have if home is damaged?  What are we doing to prevent 

structural impact to homes? 
• Should show Bruce Randolph Avenue middle school, not currently being used but it 

may in the future. 
• Is it possible for RTD to generate its own electricity?  Old Tramway used to generate 

its own electricity. 
 
III. SUMMARY OF SCRIPTS 
The corridor-wide meeting included several discussion tables (each facilitated by a project 
team member) that focused on different issues: Transit, Highway, and Community 
Environmental.  The discussion tables provided a format for the public to be able to voice their 
concerns, ask questions, or comment on project related issues.  Notes were taken at each table 
and are highlighted here. 
 
Highway 
1. With Alternative D, how many general purpose lanes are there versus toll lanes? 
Answer:  The total laneage typically includes 8 lanes between I-25 and Vasquez Boulevard (no 
toll lanes), 10 lanes between Vasquez Boulevard and I-270 (6 general purpose and 4 toll 
lanes), 12 lanes between I-270 and I-225 (8 general purpose and 4 toll), 8 lanes between I-225 
and Peña Boulevard and Tower Road (no toll lanes).   

 
2. People will start to use York Street/Josephine Street to avoid traffic when realignment is 

backed up. 
 
3. Prefer I-70 to go underground, the bridge/viaduct should’ve never been built. 
 
4. I don’t like any of the alternatives.  We should look at air quality instead of wasting money 

on alternatives. 
 
5. I like the idea of getting highway out of neighborhood. 
 
6. How much has been set aside for project to start construction?   
Answer: At this point in time, funds have been allocating for the completion of this study.  
Funding for the preferred alternative cannot be addressed until that decision is made. 
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7. Let’s change it for the better.  Let’s start now with cleaner air. 
 
8. We care about this area and people have lived here for over 40 years.  There is more out 

there if we can get $1 billion we can $2 billion.  They will not be preferred alternative at 
draft environmental impact statement. 

 
9. There are only 250 houses in the Elyria/Swansea we should build the tunnel. 

 
10. What is restriping?  Will you have to take homes with restriping? 
Answer:  Restriping is adding additional lanes by repainting the lane lines and without 
widening the highway.  No, restriping does not take homes. 

 
11. Is the depressed alternative the tunnel alternative? 
Answer: No, the tunnel alternative has been eliminated and it is no longer under consideration. 

 
12. Would 46th Avenue become a roadway?   
Answer:  As part of the realignment alternatives (Alternatives C and D), the existing viaduct 
would be removed and a four-lane street (46th Avenue) would provide access to the homes and 
businesses along where I-70 used to be. 

 
13. Is there still a below-grade alternative?   
Answer:  Many different options are under consideration for Alternative A from Brighton 
Boulevard to Colorado Boulevard.  One option is to depress the highway below ground level 
(depressed). 

 
14. Does that include an increase of lanes?   
Answer:  Yes, all of the build alternatives will have an increase of lanes. 

 
15. Does the depressed alternative help noise pollution?   
Answer:  We are still running noise models and this information will be available in the DEIS. 

 
16. With Alternative D, I’m not sure if I should stay or go.  I don’t want to get killed by you 

guys. 
 
17. I own a business on Brighton Boulevard, what happens to my business with the 

realignment?   
Answer:  Additional details to property impacts will be available in the DEIS.  
 
18. What is the time frame for the project? 
Answer:  The project anticipates the releasing a DEIS in 2006.  
 
19. Where will the viaduct come down with the depressed alternative? 
Answer:  On the depressed option we start down just west of Brighton Boulevard, this will not 
effect any of the recently constructed viaduct between Washington and Brighton. 
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20. What is the motivation for the realignment alternative? 
Answer: This alternative was suggested by the public, in order to move the highway away from 
the neighborhoods. 
 
21. What is your take on alternatives?   
Answer:  At this point, the project doesn’t have one.  We are currently in the process of 
continuing the analysis on the alternatives.  
 
Highway 
1. Need to watch truck traffic, construction impact will affect businesses by increased traffic 

on other roads. 
 
2. I support Options A and B, these are the best results for a shipping type company. 
 
3. Can the cargo bridge off Central Park Boulevard be used for bike/pedestrian access instead 

of Central Park Boulevard? 
Answer:  We will take this into consideration. 
 
4. Stapleton is a bike-friendly community, don’t split the community with I-70. 
 
5. Want off-street bike access of light rail station near Sand Creek open space. 
 
6. What is Alternative A? 
Answer:  Highway Alternative A adds general purpose lanes on the existing I-70 Alignment.  
 
7. Where is the viaduct?  How many lanes are expected? 
Answer:  The viaduct is between Brighton Boulevard and Colorado Boulevard, depending on 
the preferred highway alternative the viaduct could have anywhere from 6 to 10 lanes. 
 
8. How does it help to increase/decrease lanes, going from 5 lanes to 4 or vise versa?  What is 

the point of doing this? 
Answer:  Some lanes merge off to other highways for example, I-225 and Peña Boulevard. 

 
9. Will the mousetrap get done or will it stay as is? 
Answer:  The interchange of I-25 and I-70 will remain as is, there may be a few aesthetic 
changes made. 

 
10. What is the purpose for the toll lanes?   
Answer: The toll lanes would be an alternative method of relieving congestion on I-70. 

 
11. What is the system that goes from Denver International Airport to Vail?  Monorail?  How 

would that system affect the I-70 East Corridor project? 
Answer:  That is outside the I-70 East Corridor project area.  Not sure what is being studied in 
that area.  Since we are not sure what is being studied for that area, we can not state how it 
would impact the I-70 Corridor. 
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12. Where do the elected officials stand in this project?  Seems like they are staying neutral. 
Answer:  Elected officials voice their concerns and suggestions by participating in compliance 
committees and working groups.  

 
13. There are a lot of pros to the realignment, except for the cost to build it. 

 
14. How much travel time will realignment add?   
Answer:  The realignment is .92 mile longer at 65 MPH it will add 51 seconds of travel time. 

 
15. Do we know what proposals for growth are within the realignment area?   
Answer:  We are evaluating existing and future land use in the study area. 

 
16. Why was the tunnel eliminated?   
Answer:  The tunnel was eliminated due to safety and cost issues. 

 
17. What is the study of air quality?   
Answer:  We are still running analyses for air quality, this information will be made available 
in the DEIS. 
 
Maintenance Facilities/Transit  
1. Interact bike paths- not an interchange over I-70 access.  But a bike tunnel or bridge over I-

70 (south Stapleton to access north Stapleton). 
 
2. Want a safe route, bikers having access to the amenities available in the other parts of the 

community. 
 
3. Don’t want bike routes planned down Central Park Boulevard. 

 
4. Want to avoid car/bike interaction for kids/adults. 

 
5. Pedestrian/bike members wanting to access the amenities across the highway.  These 

people would make highway road travel less efficient if there is no discreet pedestrian/bike 
route in both directions (N-S and S-N). 
 

6. With no bike/pedestrian-only access, more potential bikers/walkers will take use 
automobiles causing congestion and noise. 
 

7. In support of turning cargo bridge over I-70 into bike/pedestrian bridge. 
 

8. Bike/pedestrian-only access over I-270 as well. 
 
9. New Bus terminal for half of Denver Public Schools busses in North of I-70 
 
10. Prefer light rail alternative with as many stops as possible. 
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11. Which is safer light rail or commuter from standpoint of pedestrian accidents?   
Answer:  Both are equally safe, however, pedestrian accidents are most likely with a LRT 
system because LRT systems are more likely to be built in downtown areas were there are 
larger amounts of pedestrians. 
 
12. Which is noisier? 
Answer:  Typically CR is noisier 
 
13. If there’s commuter rail will there be more maintenance facilities than if light rail? 
Answer:  If the preferred transit alternative is commuter rail, we would share maintenance 
facility with the US 36 Corridor.  If the preferred transit alternative is light rail, we would 
identify a maintenance facility that could possibly be shared with the North Metro and/or the I-
225 Corridors, depending on their technology of choice. 
 
14. What are the long term impacts between diesel and electric?   
Answer:  Over time, diesel can be more costly to operate. 
 
15. Is consideration being given to the operation and maintenance of both technologies? 
Answer:  O&M costs have not been determined yet.  As we move through the EIS process 
O&M cost will determined 
 
16. We need to create more electricity not more fossil fuel. 
 
17. Would the project be federally funded? 
Answer:  If a preferred alternative is chosen, it would be funded by local, state and federal 
agencies. 
 
18. Is someone specifically dedicated to that fuel versus electric money issue? 
Answer:  As part of the analysis, we will be looking at the pros and cons to each type of 
technology. 
 
19. I feel that electric technology would make more sense.  This is temporary fix, converting 

to electric down the road will be more expensive. 
 
20. What are some of the other ideas/feedback you guys have heard?  
Answer:  Public feedback gets taken into consideration during the process in many different 
ways.  To read more about public feedback on alternatives, visit the I-70 East Corridor 
Website and you can view meeting notes from working group meetings and corridor-wide 
meetings.  
 
21. Would rail be more like Phase Three of the project?  In this part of the country we have 

zero understanding of how beneficial rail can be. 
 
22. Some people are still on fuel kick, but will have to face shortage one way or another.  

Should be some emphasis on benefits education.  Most people don’t have any patience for 
all of this.  There should be a focus on pros versus cons. 
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23. We should be using Europe as model for our rail options. 
 
24. Need to make sure DIA/North Metro go light rail. 
 
25. For the 40th/40th facility, light rail makes more sense operationally and for development 

purposes. 
 
26. Why are there more maintenance facility sites for commuter rail than light rail? 
Answer:  All maintenance facility alternatives were evaluated and some were eliminated from 
consideration, depending on how well they met the criteria.  Even though there 5 commuter 
rail sites and 2 light rail sites, there will still be one maintenance facility chosen. 
 
27. Where are the maintenance facility sites for light rail? 
Answer:  There are two light rail maintenance facility sites being considered, they include the 
Union Pacific Railroad TOFC Yard and the Smith Road (south side) Peoria – I-225 site.  
 
28. Are the facilities fairly large?  How big is the commuter rail facility?  Is 90 acres a 

certainty? 
Answer:  90 acres is assumed for commuter rail and 30 acres is assumed for light rail. 
 
29. Was hasn’t the I-70 East Corridor selected light rail?  It seems that businesses, 

communities, and citizens prefer light rail. 
Answer:  The DEIS will include both light rail and commuter rail alternatives. 
 
30. What about the impacts of pollution/emission? 
Answer:  As part of the DEIS analysis, air quality will be factored into the analysis.  
 
31. If the I-70 East Corridor EIS chooses light rail and US 36 EIS chooses commuter rail, 

why would they put maintenance facilities in Aurora? 
Answer:  If the I-70 East Corridor chooses light rail, there is an opportunity to share a facility 
with the I-225 Corridor. 
 
32. Why did the US 36 Corridor select commuter rail before I-70 East Corridor selected 

either one? 
Answer:  US 36 EIS and the I-70 East Corridor EIS are two different studies analyzing two 
different corridors conducted independently.  Realizing that there is some overlap, each study 
selects the alternative that best meets the specific needs and demands of their corridor.  
 
33. Why would you go with diesel when Europeans, etc. are going with electromagnetic? 
Answer:  Part of the criteria for identifying technology was that it had to be a proven 
technology. 
 
34. Are there feeder spurs to the maintenance facilities? 
Answer:  There will be tracks in and out of the maintenance facilities. 
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35. Is it $700 million more expensive for light rail than commuter rail?  What is the cost 
difference between the two technologies? 

Answer:  We are not that far in the analysis to be able to determine this.  We do know that light 
rail will have additional costs due to additional stations.   

 
36. This is just construction cost not operational, correct? 
Answer:  Correct. 
 
37. What is lifetime of commuter versus light rail systems? 
Answer:  Both systems have the same lifespan.  Different parts of the system will have different 
life spans.  Structures, for instance, are typically built for a 30 life span. 
 
38. What is the difference between the ridership numbers?  How accurate is the ridership 

modeling?  What are the numbers based on? 
Answer:  During the modeling for the transit alternatives, it appeared that the model was 
overestimating ridership, so additional analysis is being completed to recalculate the 
ridership.  The ridership numbers shown will change based on the reevaluation, but it is 
anticipated that the relationship between number of riders and technology will not change.  
The numbers were obtained from the 2030 DRCOG regional travel demand model. 
 
39. Does the number of stations for a transit alternative increase accessibility? 
Answer:  Yes, additional stations do provide riders with additional options for accessing 
transit.  
 
40. If you are not sure which technology you will select, how can you proceed with rail 

facility recommendation? 
Answer:  The DEIS will not make any decisions on a preferred transit technology or preferred 
rail facility.  
 
41. What criteria did RTD use for screening commuter rail maintenance facilities?  
Answer:  The screening results for both light rail and commuter rail maintenance facilities will 
be available on the I-70 East Corridor EIS website at www.i-70eastcorridor.com. 
 
42. The Burlington Northern/Santa Fe Rennick site is not good because it continues to isolate 

the Sunnyside Neighborhood. 
 
43. If I had a choice between what’s there now and a commuter rail maintenance facility, I 

would pick the commuter rail maintenance facility, but I think there’s another option.  
Mixed use development. 

 
Community/Environmental  
1. Concerned with taking of houses in Elyria Neighborhood. 
 
2. Don’t want impacts to Elyria Neighborhood 
 
3. Concerned with cultural resources impacts. 
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4. Concerned with illegal immigrants and the relocation process. 
 
5. What happens to illegal immigrants? 
 
6. What happens to elderly they have not paid a mortgage in 30 years, fail market value is not 

enough. 
 
7. I prefer the realignment. 
 
8. Would like to reconsider the tunnel option. 
 
9. Have not produced a document to prove that a tunnel in not feasible. 
 
10. The tunnel option eliminates noise-air problems 
 
11. Riverside Cemetery is an important open space area. 
 
12. North Metro may use Burlington Northern/Santa Fe line.  Open lot beside the bus lot will 

be good transit-oriented development location. 
 
13. Concerned with impacts to Elyria Park and Platte River Trail. 
 
14. Concerned that National Western will take residents after a realignment will be built. 
 
15. I think the takes are way off, there should be more. 
 
16. Would prefer the light rail transit option.  Light rail transit will be safer than busses. 
 
17. I own property at 4750 Brighton and have been there 30 years.  The business is gone if 

the realignment is chosen.   
 

18. Would like to see the depressed option. 
 
19. Need economic help no matter what happens.  If business is taken or access to downtown 

is removed (cross access). 
 
20. Want I-70 on the existing alignment 
 
21. Prefer the below-grade option. 
 
22. Concerned with the wildlife in the project must jeep movement corridors open. 
 
23. Flood waters all go through this area. 
 
24. Feels trapped can’t do anything.  Doesn’t want to improve his property, wants to know 

what and when will it happen. 
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25. Coliseum and stock yards caused blight in the neighborhood. 
 
26. Exhaust, trash, snow problems with viaduct. 
 
27. Maintenance of highway a problem.  Take care of the weeds and trash. 
 
28. I like the 46th Avenue concept. 
 
29. Impacts that T-REX had on small businesses are unrepairable. 
 
30. I own property at 47th and Williams Street and am concerned about fair market value. 
 
31. Parents lived in the neighborhood since the 70’s, there have been too many abuses.  I 

want to see a tunnel no matter how much it cost. 
 
32. Solve the air pollution problems and get rid of the eye sore. 
 
33. Realignment makes commuter drive further.  Progressive thinking should be rewarded. 
 
34. Like light rail transit, trains crossing at grade are problem.  Continue light rail transit. 
 
35. 46th Avenue is just adding pollution to both sides. 
 
Right of Way 
1. Concerned about U.S. Supreme court ruling or eminent and its impact on their business. 
 
2. If you want just part of my property- say a 10 foot easement- and it renders entire property 

useless, can you still just take that 10 feet? 
Answer:  If the project renders the property useless, the project will acquire the entire 
property. 

 
3. Light rail will help this area but widening highway will not. 
 
4. Need specific assurance about his property, all alternatives will affect it. 
 
5. I would like to know how light rail would operate within current Union Pacific right of 

way? 
Answer:  Trains would run from Denver Union Station to DIA every 15 minutes during most of 
the day.  Separate tracks would be built on south of the existing UP tracks for the LRT to run.  
The UPRR would not operate trains on the LRT tracks. 
 
8. Realignment seems like best option for everyone but National Western 
 
9. Residential owners, one block east of Brighton Boulevard on 48th Street want to know how 

the taking process works. 
 
10. Been in home since 1961, can’t be moved to place that is comparably emotional. 
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11. Better to knock down polluted Purina plant that people’s home 
 
12. I bet you won’t knock down Purina or Western because it’s cheaper to take people’s 

home 
 
13. Don’t they know which properties would be taken under each alternative? 
Answer:  Property impacts are being evaluated and will be available in the DEIS. 
 
14. How many years is project going to take? 
Answer:  The DEIS is anticipated for release in 2006.   
 
15. Is this going to be a T-REX type design/build? 
Answer:  This will be determined following the Record of Decision (ROD). 
 
16. What happens to historic land marks? 
Answer:  We are currently conducting a cultural/historic resources analysis, this information 
will be available in the DEIS. 
 
17. Concerned about people being displaced and whether they’re interviewed about their 

possible hardship status before or after final alternative is chosen. 
 
18. I’m afraid to lose my house and don’t want to not get fair market value. 
 
19. Bad things happen with eminent domain, it’s a crime in my opinion. 
 
20. I believe they’ll be impacts by highway shoulder improvements regardless of alternative 

chosen. 
 
21. Oppose changing mode from light rail to commuter rail (supports light rail) all the way 

through. 
 
22. How confident are we in population growth projections? 
Answer:  The project is dependant on the data obtained from the DRCOG regional travel 
demand model.   
 
23. I would rather have my house taken and paid for it, than stay with a highway in front of 

property. 
 
24. Our house is a rental property, how does that affect the appraisal process? 
Answer:  In this case, the property owner would be contacted. 
 
25. Do full takes (all of property rather then part) causes more problems? Go more smoothly. 
Answer:  A full take would acquire the entire property.  Partial takes only acquire part of the 
property.   
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26. Is there a difference in number of homes impacted for each alternative? 
Answer:  Yes, affected properties differ between alternatives.  This information will be 
available in the DEIS. 
 
27. Time frame 3-5 years seems excessively long, longer land time might lead to real estate 

value being artificially deflated. 
 
28. Comparison to property in Golden having a value until Jefferson County corridor is 

decided. 
 
29. Fair value might still be too low to allow people to buy somewhere else, and it may not 

be a house but a condo. 
 
30. Sounds a lot more fair than I thought. 

 
31. Inner City Health Center supports the light rail alternative as being less disruptive. 
 
32. What will be impact on neighborhood, let alone her individual house? 
 
33. What does it mean to be relocated? 
Answer:  The property would be acquired and you will be assisted in finding a suitable 
replacement. 
 
34. Keep I-70 along the alignment north almost all the way Sheridan. 
 
35. UP may not like light rail on its corridor. 


