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Okay. I live in one of what I would deem to be 12 I-70 adjacent neighborhoods in Denver 
between Stapleton Center Boulevard and Harlan. And I'm happy I have the opportunity to 
be here. I do a lot of volunteer work in various parts of I-70 adjacent neighborhoods, 
including Globeville and Swansea. I have a perspective that's a little bit different. First, I 
think that the CDOT people have been repeatedly very gracious, thoughtful, and wonderful 
in these public meetings. There've been many public meetings. The attempt at community 
outreach has been very very good. However, it's not reaching all the people that it needs to 
reach. So I think that we continue to see many of the same people over and over and over in 
some of these meetings, and that's a problem. 
 
We have some meetings that I think should be open to the public meetings, which have 
been closed meetings. I was thrown out of one of those meetings. That was the meeting with 
Councilwoman Judy Montero earlier this year. We have situations where there's a 
disconnect between what people who are doing the door-to-door outreach are saying is 
inconsistent with what the CDOT people are saying. That, I think, is a problem. 
 
We have recently in the last four or five months had a bunch of volunteers out knocking on 
doors asking, What's happening? What are you aware of as it relates to this project? This 
project which, including the service roads, makes the freeway 3.2 times wider in Elyria and 
Swansea. That, I think, is going to have devastating impacts to this community. And of the 
91 people surveyed, three percent—no, I'm sorry—a total of three said that they know a lot 
about this project, 27 percent said, Very little, 28 total said that they know nothing about it, 
zero said they don't care. Of those asked if they have been involved, 81 of the 91 said no. Of 
those who we asked, Do you think that an option of a full I-76 and I-270 reroute should be 
studied, 85 of the 91 said yes. I am in favor of CDOT looking at all the alternatives before 
we make a decision. Do we know if an I-270 and I-76 reroute is going to work? No, we don't. 
But I think that there's a fairly good likelihood that it will not devastate 12 I-70 adjacent 
community neighborhoods. I think that it has great potential to solve the traffic congestion 
issues on I-70 on both sides of I-25, because it's not going to solve one with a bottleneck at 
Brighton Boulevard on both sides of I-25. And there's very very good rationale to suggest 
that it could cost significantly less, and cause—cost significantly less, and solve the 
problems on both sides, and do very good things for the community. 
 
I want to end by just showing this illustration that Ian Lockwood, an incredibly well-
respected urban planner, not from Denver, he drew, and he references the thing. The thing 
is the machine that's gobbling up an elevated section of I-70 and out the back end comes a 
sense of place, a sense of community, and an area that really works, a place where the 
urban fabric has been woven back together since it has been very very badly torn apart in 
1961, '62, '63, and '64 when this freeway so painfully carved through 12 Denver 
neighborhoods. 

  



Current Folder: SDEIS Spreadsheet  

Welcome: contactus@i-70east.com  

 Message List   Delete    Forward   Forward as Attachment    Reply   Reply All   

Comment on the I-70 East SDEIS
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Sun, October 26, 2014 4:56 pm
To: contactus@i-70east.com
Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
Options:View Full Header |  View Printable Version  | Download this as a file | Add to Address 

Book  | View Message details | View as HTML

 

Hello, 
 
The comments I wrote to CDOT more than 18 months ago are below.  Referencing 
7.6 and a variety of other sections in the SDEIS, I¹m sending my comments 
for re-submission within the public comment period. 
 
I find it sad and disappointing that despite taking so much time, thought & 
effort to write this and now literally hundreds of hours of meetings and 
discussions asking for the same as whats noted in the e-mail below, that the 
majority of the topics I brought-up then have not been discussed, nor have 
they been addressed in the SDEIS.   That same holds true for many of the 
500+ comments you received from other people at about the same time. Is this 
public engagement?   I don¹t feel that it is.  It feels more like public 
dismissal.  
 
By way of this e-mail, I am resubmitting these comments with the hope that I 
will not need to be engaged in this discussion 18 months in the future [I 
will certainly continue to be engaged as long as is it necessary].   I 
hoping that CDOT will do what has been requested probably more than 1,000 
times: study the I-270/I-76 re-route alternativeŠ 
 
The SDEIS is incomplete, fails to meet a standard that is acceptable and 
should be stopped.   A SDEIS needs to be performed on the I-270 and I-76 
re-route and then appropriate and effective community outreach to all 
impacted communities needs to be done.  On a map, that would include areas 
from the Central Business District to an area north of the Gold Line 
Commuter Rail Line and it would be from a place east of Tower to at least as 
far west as Kipling.  The impacted communities mid-term and long-term are at 
least that wide. 
 
Thank you for reading my message this time! 
 
Steve Kinney  
4876 Tennyson St 
Denver CO 80212 
303-475-8200 
Steve@SkinneyProperty.com 
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Working [paid and unpaid] in Elyria, Swansea & Globeville among many other 
I-70 adjacent neighborhoods. 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine 
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
From:  Steve Kinney <steve@skinneyproperty.com 
> 
Date:  Friday, June 14, 2013 at 2:19 PM 
To:  <tricia.stevens@mail.house.gov 
>, <lucia.guzman.senate@state.co.us 
>, 
<dan.pabon.house@state.co.us 
>, Crisanta Duran 
<crisanta.duran.house@state.co.us 
>, "Shepherd, Susan K. - City Council 
District 1" <Susan.Shepherd@denvergov.org 
>, CW Judy Montero 
<Judy.Montero@denvergov.org 
>, CW Ortega <OrtegaAtLarge@denvergov.org 
>, 
<kniechatlarge@denvergov.org 
>, <albus.brooks@denvergov.org 
>, 
<michael.hancock@denvergov.org 
>, <tstewart@i-70east.com 
>, 
<kirk.webb@state.co.us 
>, <karen.good@denvergov.org 
>, <cwallis@i-70east.com 
>, 
<contactus@i-70east.com 
> 
Subject:  Request for EIS for I-70 - re-routing via I-270 and I-76 existing 
corridor 
 
Hello smart and thoughtful CDOT people and some of our great elected 
officials for Denver and the State of Colorado, 
 
I want to see an EIS done for the I-270 and I-76 alternative for I-70. 
 
I'm a Realtor.  I know Central Denver neighborhoods incredibly-well.  For 
the past ten years, on average, I sell about 25 homes in Central Denver each 
year, with half of those being relatively-close to I-70.  That means walking 
and driving the streets, meeting the neighbors and watching change, just 
like each of you do.  I'm incredibly-observant.  I remember details.   And, 
I'm excited about what a possible re-route of I-70 could mean for Denver and 
surrounding communities.  It could be among the best changes we could see in 
our metro-area in the next 50 years! 
 
Some very-wise, incredibly well-experienced, thoughtful and 
fiscally-responsible people in our community have brought this possible I-70 
reroute to my attention.  The list includes local community leaders; 
long-time urban planners; long-time high-level transportation planners; a 
highly-respected retired EPA administrator; Highland Moms; and, of course, 
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some of you who I am sending this e-mail to. 
 
Since attending a Town Hall Meeting at Scheitler Recreation Center a couple 
weeks ago, I've been reading a lot.   And, everything I see suggests to me 
that we absolutely must better-understand the possibility of re-routing I-70 
thru the I-76 and I-270 corridor.  Long-term we have a huge opportunity to 
do something really smart by creating a state of the art freeway in and 
around Metro Denver  rather than potentially making a terrible mistake and 
allowing a series of bad decisions in the 1960s to get far worse. Incredible 
amounts of local, state and federal money are about to be spent in a way 
that may not be best for the northern side of metro-Denver - making this the 
perfect opportunity  to better-unite northern metro communicates.  Its my 
opinion that already horribly-impacted communities are about to be further 
beatup, money is likely going to be wasted and potential not realized if 
the current plan moves-forward. 
 
I heard a CDOT representative discuss the "Perceptions and Realities" of 
rerouting I-70 and have a copy of that document.  I'm shocked by some of the 
material contained within that discussion and document and think it has some 
huge inaccuracies.  I think that that needs some additional explanation and 
further discussion. 
 
Now after driving the current I-270 and I-76 freeways specifically looking 
at this option, it seems incredibly-logical.  On 270 and 76,  the right of 
way appears to be two or three times as wide as the freeway in many 
locations - compared to the current path that is barely wider than the 
freeway.  Clearly, that means a big expansion will require taking more land. 
 
The alternative route is nearly-exclusively industrial and commercial  AND 
those areas  could benefit from the commerce that could come with a state of 
the art freeway.   Compared to what is proposed for I-70 repairs & 
expansion, it seems unimaginable to me that a re-route wouldn¹t be 
considerablycheaper and farless disruptive to the nearby affected 
communities.  I'm not an urban planner, nor am I a transportation engineer, 
but to me, such a re-route to the 76 & 270 route has a real possibility of 
having the following impacts: 
* INCREDIBLE potential to do something that would be amazing.  See these 
studies of amazing things that occurred in other parts of the US when 
freeways were removed: 
> * Institute for Transportation and Development Policy: The Life and Death of 
> Urban Highways 
> *  
> http://www.itdp.org/library/publications/the-life-and-death-of-urban-highways/ 
> <http://www.itdp.org/library/publications/the-life-and-death-of-urban-highways 
> />  
> * Congress for the New Urbanism: Highways to Boulevards - Reclaiming Urbanism,
> Revitalizing Cities 
> * http://www.cnu.org/highways 
> * End of the Road: When Highway Removal Works 
> * http://nextcity.org/daily/entry/end-of-the-roads-when-highway-removal-works 
> *  
* Surely this will cost less in both in a monetary sense AND in terms of 
disruption of people's lives than the eminent domain purchase of an 
incredible number of properties.  Those land purchases and the legal battles 
that will ensue; the engineering, construction and ongoing maintenance of a 
tunneled section have to be monumental; the costs to move a school. 
* Imagine the traffic snarls we saw with TREX [a project that I think went 
incredibly-well, but not without disruption] and make them many times worse 
because the logistics of this project in the existing location is far more 
complex.  Imagine how TREX would have been incredibly easier and cheaper for 
all of the commuters and contractors if the new freeway had been built, and 
then once-completed, the old one was removed!!  None of the lane-jockying, 
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the temporary bridges and re-routes, none of the fixing the same section 
five times, none of the constrictions.  It could be so much more simple  
which surely has some significant financial implications. 
* Greatly-reduce traffic delays that occur due to the constrictions that 
occur along the current route. Cumulatively, the time saved is unimaginable. 
* It moves the freeway to an area that has the potential to accommodate 
future growth. Without incredible disruption and condemnation of land, the 
current route simply can't get larger/wider.  The Federal transportation 
studies I saw while volunteering on the Citizen's Advisory Group for the 
Gold Line Light rail suggests very-significant additional east/west traffic 
in Denver in their 20-year projections [quite different than what CDOT's 
Perceptions and Realities document claims]. 
* Better integrates some other communities including Aurora, Commerce City, 
Wheat Ridge, Arvada, Lakeside, Denver, Unincorporated Jefferson County and 
Unincorporated Adams County into the metro area and creates huge economic 
opportunities for those Cities which don¹t currently exist. That includes 
but is not limited to retail, commercial and industrial.  And, it's on land 
that in some cases is currently blighted and without much value to the 
communities.  
* For cross-city traffic, it adds approximately 1.9 miles compared to the 
current route. That might seem like a lot, but it will flow far better in 
the I-270 and I-76 corridor.  And the fuel economy for any vehicle greatly 
improves if the traffic is moving at reasonable speeds vs. stop and go. 
* It moves the cross-town and cross-country traffic out of the core of the 
city, areas those travelers would prefer to avoid anyway  and areas that 
the Interstate Highway system was never intended to be located. 
* It eliminates several incredibly-dangerous segments. The curves at 
Berkeley Lake Park/Willis Case Golf Course quite literally on average see a 
significant wreck every week.  At least three separate accidents with 
fatalities have occurred there in the past eight years. Today, no 
transportation planner today would consider installing a tight S-curve on a 
freeway! The proposed new freeway on the east corridor includes a short 
tunneled section  which surely will have similar carnage entering and 
existing as the Eisenhower tunnel has. 
* Greatly reduce traffic noise & pollution in many populated areas of the 
City  moving it to areas that are minimally populated in comparison. 
* It allows the National Western Stock Show complex to be re-unified  and 
presents opportunities for incredible parks and a gateway to downtown. 
* Creates an opportunity for the City to create an incredibly-looking and 
wisely-planned boulevard [46th Ave east of I-25 and 48th in NW Denver] that 
would be a small parkway. Brighton Blvd would be the gateway "grand 
boulevard" into the City. 
* Generates significant income for land that could be sold and re-developed 
in the existing corridor  rather than the purchase via eminent domain or 
condemnation of additional land to greatly-widen the existing eastern 
corridor.  
* The width of the right of way along the existing 270 & I-76 corridor is 
quite large already and purchasing land adjacent to that area will be 
incredibly-less expensive than through Denver neighborhoods. 
* It re-connects many communities that were severed in the 1960s when I-70 
cut them apart.  This includes incredible potential changes to repair some 
of the damage that occurred to the Globeville, Swansea, Elmira, Sunnyside, 
Chaffee Park, Berkeley, Regis communities that were severed when I-70 was 
installed  and doing so that isn't creating similar damage in the existing 
I-270 and I-76 corridors. Imagine the difference for those neighborhoods to 
grow back together.  Swansea Elementary as an example, pulls from both sides 
of the freeway. Per renderings, it appears that the current 14 existing 
street and 28 pedestrian crossings between Brighton Blvd and Colorado Blvd 
will be reduced to 6 street and only 12 pedestrian crossings  and on a 
daily basis kids are having to cross to the other side of the existing 
freeway for school, for parks and many other parts of their lives. 
* Potentially most-importantly, Globeville, Swansea and Elmira, among 
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others, have some gigantic "environmental justice" issues tied to an 
expansion of the freeway in their communities. Today, on NPR I heard the 
term "Urban Deportation" which perfectly applies to people who live along 
the I-70 route if it gets expanded.  The negative effects from sound, odors, 
vehicle emissions and vibration effects on our bodies is well-documented. 
The dirt, mess, noise and danger of a ten-year construction process to those 
living in the affected communities is unthinkable and grossly-unfair. 
 
I'd love to hear from you regarding your thoughts on this. 
 
Thank you for your great work in our City and thanks in advance for your 
work on this EIS project. 
 
Regards, 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 by Denver's 5280 Magazine among 
Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Hi CDOT I-70 east team, 
 
My comments are attached in two documents. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Steve Kinney  
4876 Tennyson 
Denver CO 80212 
303-475-8200 
Steve@SkinneyProperty.com 
 
Working [paid and unpaid] in Elyria, Swansea & Globeville among many other
I-70 adjacent neighborhoods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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I am forwarding the attached document to be included in the SDEIS public 
comment process. Its likely that I am among many submitting it or 
referencing it.  I am not the author of it, I did not participate in the 
peer review, nor do I even fully-understand the context and all of the 
concerns that are contained within it, but, I do see that the authors have 
incredible experience as urban planners and they are making 
incredibly-strong supporting arguments for many points that I have made in 
the comments I submitted this week.  Those topics include, but are not 
limited to: 
* Forecasting models are incorrect & flawed 
* Data for traffic projection is flawed 
* Project area boundaries are incorrect 
* Study of tandem facilities is incorrect (not a system-wide approach) 
* Community outreach is not good 
* The order is incorrect as it relates to neighborhood plans should precede 
the I-70 planning so they can be planned in conjunction 
* Alternative forms of transit, such as commuter rail and bicycling is not 
factored-in properly 
* The social justice issue and architectural preservation aspects of the 
neighborhoods is not fairly represented 
* Many more topics 
 
Will the discussion of what is contained in this paper finally cause CDOT to 
stop, press the reset button, and look at this from the 10,000 foot 
perspective [look at the whole north metro system, look at today¹s trends, 
use today¹s leading models, use data that is accurate and appropriate, work 
to deliver phenomenal projects the way RTD does? 
 
It should be noted that on several occasions, a similar type of review was 
proposed by the AIA  [R/UDAT team] via the work Dean Foreman has offered to 
do a review of the project. That was rejected/prevented by CDOT.  Another 
attempt, by John Prosser, made an attempt to engage the 
internationally-respected Urban Land Institute's Advisory Services Panel to 
do a review and that too was rejected by CDOT.   Why would CDOT not allow 
such help?  Some of the people working on these projects are literally among 
the best in the world. 
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Steve Kinney 
4876 Tennyson St 
Denver, CO 80212 
Steve@SKinneyProperty.com 
 
 
> Press Release 
> Gallagher Says APA I-70 Concerns are Valid 
>   
> American Planning Association Raises Numerous Concerns with CDOT Plan 
> Out-Dated Travel Model For I-70 Just One Problem 
>   
> For Immediate Release 
> For More Information 
> 10/29/2014        
> Denis Berckefeldt 
>                   
> 720.913.5002  
>                   
> (Denver) Auditor Dennis Gallagher says an American Planning Association (APA) 
> White Paper¹s concerns regarding the Colorado Department of Transportation 
> (CDOT) I-70 reconstruction proposal are valid and troubling.  The White Paper 
> was released October 15 by the APA. 
>   
> ³This respected planning group confirms everything I have been saying about 
> the numerous flaws in CDOT¹s billion dollar boondoggle.  Everything from the 
> out-dated and flawed traffic model CDOT used to justify tripling the size of 
> the freeway with Lexus Lanes to the serious lack of attention to social and 
> economic justice issues in the affected neighborhoods,² Gallagher said. 
>   
> The paper, produced by the Transportation Division of the APA, is the product 
> of a site visit by transportation planning experts who visited Denver in 
> mid-September.  The experts met with staff from CDOT, City and County of 
> Denver, Denver Regional Council of Governments, local elected-officials, 
> members of APA¹s Colorado Chapter, and residents of the Elyria and Swansea 
> neighborhoods.   
>   
> The paper makes particular note of the lack of confidence in the accuracy of 
> the travel forecast based on the model used.  It also cites confusion and 
> inconsistency in determining which entity actually did the modeling.  CDOT 
> says the Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) did the modeling and
> DRCOG says CDOT.  This made it difficult to assess the viability of the 
> modeling process. 
>   
> The paper does state that it was an old, out-dated travel demand model and an 
> old future land use forecast; that the latest and best modeling practices were 
> not used including DRCOG¹s newest state-of-the-art travel demand model called 
> ŒFocus¹.  Nor did they use DRCOG¹s new UrbanSim model, rather they relied on
> out-of-date travel demand software that cannot factor in highway-induced 
> development. 
>   
> ³This is outrageous.  CDOT plans to spend a billion dollars to expand a 
> freeway and disrupt hundreds of lives without using the most up-to-date 
> information and modeling tools available.  As I have said before, they would 
> be better off using a Ouija board,² Gallagher said. 
>   
> The paper also notes that the neighborhoods, Elyria and Swansea are Œsettled 
> urban environments¹ and that the highway project needs to adapt to that 
> context, not the other way around: the neighborhoods should not have to adapt 
> to and expanded highway.  This is where the issue of economic, social and 
> environmental justice come into play. 
>   
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> ³These neighborhoods have suffered for the last fifty years from the original 
> decision to route I-70 through the heart of their neighborhoods.  This 
> reconstruction cannot add to that suffering and destruction.  Widening this 
> highway will do just that and cannot be allowed to happen.  We already know 
> from Denver¹s Department of Environmental Health Assessment of these 
> neighborhoods the serious health consequences these people are suffering as a 
> result to I-70.  CDOT¹s proposal will make that worse.  If it goes forward as 
> planned, I guarantee you there will be lawsuits and CDOT can spend even more 
> of the taxpayer¹s money, unnecessarily.² Gallagher said. 
>   
> Below are eight key points from the White Paper.  The paper, itself is 
> attached. 
>   
> EIGHT KEY POINTS 
> # 1:  Transportation System Planning 
> * Lack of a common understanding of the Denver region¹s transportation system 
> as a whole, and the specific role of I-70 within that system. 
> * Lack of a system planning approach; not comprehensive or integrated.  Does 
> not address relationship to non-interstate part of the network, such as (a) 
> parallel and connecting roadway network (including I-270 and I-76), (b) 
> existing and emerging transit network, (c) the local street network, and (d) 
> non-automobile transportation modes. 
> * Transit is virtually missing and other aspects of mobility and accessibility 
> that would not require additional lanes  thus enabling a narrower interstate 
> footprint in the environmental justice neighborhoods. 
> * Lack of a system-wide and corridor level strategy for reducing vehicle miles 
> traveled.  No goals set to create a better mode share to reduce driving alone, 
> and again resulting in not needing to provide additional lanes. 
> * Lack of application of transportation demand management programs (including 
> ridesharing, shuttle circulators, and parking management). 
> * Lack of evaluation of evolving land uses over the next 30-years; does not 
> address more compact urban development and transit-oriented that is less 
> reliant on automobile travel 
> * Unclear whether the I-70 alternative is fully consistent with the DRCOG 
> Regional Plan; these need to be reconnected and considered within the system 
> as a whole 
> * What is needed is a system understanding of the entire regional network with 
> all modes, and how the I-70 corridor, with its tandem facilities, functions as 
> part of that system. 
> # 2:  Travel Demand Modeling 
> * Lack of confidence that the model provides reasonably accurate forecast. 
> CDOT refers to DRCOG.  DRCOG refers to CDOT. 
> * CDOT and Atkins have been using an old travel demand model and an old future
> land use forecast. 
> * CDOT and Atkins have not kept pace with best modeling practices.  They are 
> not using DRCOG¹s newest state-of-the- art travel demand model called ³Focus.² 
> Nor are they using DRCOG¹s new UrbanSim model.  Instead Atkins is using an 
> out-of-date travel demand model software that cannot factor in highway-induced 
> development.   
> * Did not test a full range of highway project alternatives.  Did not test an 
> alternative going from the current 6-lanes to  8-lanes.  Did not test an 
> alternative with frontage roads not immediately adjacent.  (8-lane alternative 
> would have sufficient capacity and eliminate some of the severe impacts on the 
> community.)  Given location in environmental justice neighborhoods, the 
> cross-section needs to aspire to absolute ³minimum widths² to minimize 
> impacts.   
> * The result is an alternative that is wider than a football field is long. 
> CDOT¹s alternative maximizes impacts on the environmental justice 
> neighborhoods of Elyria and Swansea rather than minimizing impacts. 
> # 3:  Managed Lanes 
> * CDOT is considering a pricing concept for I-70  managed lanes  which is 
> one among the many possible concepts for addressing user fees. 
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> * The managed lanes aspect ofCDOT¹s proposal is not well understood by 
> elected-officials or members of the community.  CDOT needs to explain how its 
> particular managed lanes concept would function in the I-70 corridor. 
> * Again, CDOT and its partners need to address pricing for the entire system 
> in metro Denver, connected with regional and local transit, to enable 
> better-informed decisions regarding lane configurations, termination points, 
> and access along the I-70 East segment. 
> # 4:  Community and Economic Development 
> * Efforts are in place to develop community and economic development plans 
> along with the I-70 East Project, particularly through the North Denver 
> Cornerstone Collaborative. 
> * The neighborhoods of Elyria and Swansea have stated a need to establish and 
> re-establish connectivity.  These investments should be decided upon in 
> advance of any I-70 constructing. 
> * To minimize disruption in Elyria and Swansea, it may make sense to make 
> invest in the I-270 project first, prior to construction any construction in 
> the I-70 corridor. 
> * Recommend a ³good-neighbor compact² with local businesses and trucking 
> companies to clamp down on ³cut-through² travel on residential streets. 
> # 5:  Constructability and Construction Impacts 
> * Impacts during construction on the current alignment  regardless of final 
> alternative  will include dust, noise, vibration, disruption of circulation, 
> diversion of traffic. 
> * Permanent impacts include removal of families and major adjustments at 
> Swansea School 
> # 5: Vasquez/Steele Street 
> * Relocating the partial Vasquez interchange a half a mile to the east at 
> Colorado Boulevard. 
> * The property currently used for the interchange is a significant area for 
> redevelopment  including mixed-income housing, neighborhood serving retail 
> (perhaps the grocery store the neighborhood desires), and community and/or 
> civic uses.  The area may also accommodate a relocated elementary school. 
> * Recommendation that an integrated context-sensitive freight system plan be 
> developed  that would address routing of truck traffic out of adjacent 
> residential areas.  An area wide freight system plan would be the appropriate 
> mechanism for addressing mobility and routing issues of neighboring 
> jurisdictions, including Commerce City. 
> # 7:  Mobility During Construction 
> * CDOT needs to develop an advance comprehensive package of mobility-related 
> projects.  Improvements to I-270 first make sense in advance of any 
> construction on I-70.  The package should include neighborhood circulation 
> issues as well, including multimodal accessibility and connectivity 
> enhancements within and between the environmental justice neighborhoods of 
> Elyria and Swansea. 
> # 8:  Community Engagement 
> * Community leaders criticize CDOT¹s community engagement process.  A more 
> robust process is possible where everyone hears both questions and responses  
> in order to build consensus within the community. 
> * Example of the I-15/SR-15 (40th Street) in San Diego.  A preferred option 
> was selected that minimized community impacts, while improving function on 
> that component of the regional transportation system.  Specific community 
> improvements were agreed to  including s covers at several key locations 
> along the alignment.  The project included linkages to regional transit 
> (existing and planned)and access to transit stations within the highway at 
> major boulevards. 
> The American Planning Association is an independent, not-for-profit 
> educational organization that provides leadership in the development of vital 
> communities. We measure our success by the successes of our members and the
> communities they serve.  Information on APA is available at: 
> https://www.planning.org/aboutapa/ 
>   
>  
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I-70 East Reconstruction – Denver, Colorado 

Transportation Planning Division  
Peer Review & White Paper 

 
October 15, 2014 

 
 
I. Introduction 
 
Representatives of the American Planning Association’s Transportation Planning Division (“TPD team”) 
were invited to Denver, CO to conduct a peer review of the I-70 East Reconstruction project (“I-70 
East”).  The peer review occurred September 22-23, 2014.  During that time, the TPD team conducted a 
site visit along the I-70 corridor, met with representatives of the Colorado Department of Transportation 
(“CDOT”), the Denver Regional Council of Governments (“DRCOG”), the City and County of Denver, 
including the Office of the City Auditor and members of the City Council, representatives of the Colorado 
Chapter of the American Planning Association and members of the community at large.  The TPD team 
wishes to thank and acknowledge their hard work and passionate commitment to Denver’s well-being.  
 
APA, as the nation’s leading association of planning professionals, strives to understand the 
interrelatedness and long term consequences of decisions, balancing socioeconomic, infrastructure and 
environmental considerations that play into major civic initiatives. APA’s Transportation Planning Division 
likewise exists to facilitate technical information sharing among member professionals who deal with 
ways transportation effectively and efficiently moves people and goods, shapes urban form, affects 
economic vitality and impacts quality of life. The Division promotes professional communication among its 
own members, with other APA divisions and with other professional groups.  We assess policies, 
programs and projects, so as to derive the full public benefits of comprehensive and community-based 
planning that promote personal mobility and travel choices. 
 
The I-70 East project is one of the most significant public infrastructure investments planned for 
metropolitan Denver and all of APA’s policy considerations are vitally important to project success.  It 
should be noted as well that, as a peer review panel, the TPD team offers its insights and guidance for 
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the benefit of all stakeholders involved in the local-decision making process. We are not submitting this 
report to CDOT as a formal comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the I-70 East 
Project. Instead we are offering our insights to the City and County of Denver for your consideration as 
you move forward with next steps in relation to this project.  We do not offer recommendations, but 
rather considerations that advance project planning in a meaningful way.  Likewise, our findings will be 
shared with transportation professionals across the nation, many of whom are involved with similar 
projects as so many similar-era highway viaducts reach the end of their useful life. We would also like to 
emphasize that we were invited to offer an outside perspective on this project.  We do not presume to 
portray that after two days of meetings with numerous groups and after reviewing written documents, 
we know as much about this project as the many people we met with, nor do we know what is “right” for 
the community, but do offer a fresh pair of eyes at a key point in the planning process.  And we do 
believe that it is critical for CDOT, DRCOG and Denver to “get it right.” 
 
II. Planning Themes & Policy Guidance 
 
Interstate 70 runs east-west from Maryland to Utah and serves local, regional and national transportation 
functions.  As with many such facilities across the country, sections of I-70 were built within a settled 
urban environment.  These areas are often characterized by intense urban redevelopment, a history of 
highway-related takings and urban mixed use development patterns.  The Denver section in the 
Globeville, Elyria and Swansea neighborhoods exhibits many of these qualities and is therefore a focus of 
this peer review. 
 
According to CDOT, the purpose of this project is to “replace the bridge between Brighton Boulevard and 
Colorado Boulevard, because it is 50 years old and nearing the end of its useful life. Also, our goal is to 
resolve congestion, make the interstate safer, and make it easier to get on and off the highway.” 
(Source: “I-70 East Project Snapshot,” September 2014, p. 4.) 
 
Currently, I-70 is a six-lane freeway on a viaduct. The CDOT would prefer to construct a 10-lane freeway 
section in a trench meeting full AASHTO design criteria (i.e., 12-foot lanes, 12-foot shoulders, etc). The 
new 10-lane freeway will be comprised of six mainline lanes and four managed lanes. CDOT also 
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proposes to modify and maintain the interchange at Vasquez Boulevard, which is located approximately 
½-mile west of the Colorado Boulevard interchange.  
 
At this point in the process, CDOT has released its supplemental draft environment impact statement 
(DEIS) for public comment.  The preferred alternative of CDOT and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) is known as the Partial Covered Lowered Alternative.  While this document will not restate the 
design features and project scope, it is important to note that I-70 East is being undertaken pursuant to 
MAP-21, which includes new and progressive approaches to transportation system management.  MAP-21 
places a renewed emphasis on system preservation/improvement, economic growth, safety and 
innovative approaches to project financing. CDOT reflects many of these qualities in its purpose and need 
statement for the I-70 East project.  The observations and considerations below are provided to inform 
and further align project elements with national and state project objectives.  
 
The federal project development and EIS process is very time consuming and that makes it difficult to 
hold a plan, let alone a constituency for the plan, together over a decade of analysis, revision and 
supplemental information. This is not unique to I-70 East, hence Congressional intent in MAP-21 to 
streamline the project development and construction process. That is difficult to do while maintaining a 
transparent and meaningful dialogue, but there are some good models, including Florida's Efficient 
Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) process (http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/ETDM.shtm), which 
includes environmental and socio-cultural effects screening of projects as part of the MPO Long Range 
Transportation Plan.  The TPD team can make available other resources as the project moves forward. 

III. Observations  
 
This section covers the eight key observations of the TPD team.  Each of the observations includes some 
insight from the peer review and research, together with paths forward for consideration by CDOT and 
other stakeholders.  As a prevailing theme, it is noted that CDOT is proposing to spend $1.2 billion on this 
project. This is a significant public investment in infrastructure that will benefit the entire state of 
Colorado, the City and County of Denver and the above-mentioned neighborhoods. However, it is the 
adjoining neighborhoods that will bear significant impacts from this project.  CDOT, DRCOG, the City and 
County of Denver all offered thoughts on neighborhood revitalization, but likewise recognized that 
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resources must be brought to the table in order to correct historic injustices, modernize facilities and 
restore the integrity and stability of these neighborhoods.   
 
Understandably, the traveling public will not be interested in the finer details as to which public agency 
has responsibility for planning, designing, constructing and operating public roads; rather they want an 
integrated system and expect the various jurisdictions to cooperate in all phases of the decision-making 
process.  These observations, therefore, are intended to guide public agencies through the complexities 
of the project to distill a progressive “way forward”. 
 
#1 - Transportation System Planning: 
 
As a general note, the TPD team observed that there was not a common understanding among 
transportation agencies, other public agencies, and neighborhood groups regarding the transportation 
system as a whole and the specific role of I-70 within that system.  To the point made earlier about the 
lengthy planning stage for this project, there appears to be a lack of a system planning approach that 
could have been updated together with the supplemental DEIS. The influence of I-70 in the Denver 
metro region is significant, and its long-term role relative to the parallel and connecting roadway 
network, existing and emerging transit network, , and non-auto transportation modes needs to be 
examined in a comprehensive, integrated manner. In addition, the transportation network must be 
evaluated in relation to existing land uses, and how those uses are expected to evolve over the next 30-
50 years. The importance of coordinated transportation system and land use planning manifests itself in 
myriad ways that could help to resolve conflicts and broker compromise solutions that achieve positive 
outcomes for all parties. 

Likewise, there appears to be a legitimate question about whether the recommended design alternative is 
fully consistent with the DRCOG’s Regional Transportation Plan. That reflects some ambiguity on the part 
of the Transportation Plan, or lack of attention on the part of CDOT to affirm consistency by requesting 
amendment of the Transportation Plan as project concepts evolved. Re-connecting these efforts going 
forward is both required and informative for the system as a whole. 
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Further, a system planning approach should result in broad agreement over the range of multimodal 
strategies necessary to address future travel demand while minimizing adverse impacts on existing 
communities, public health, the environment and fiscal efficiency. There appears to be little accomplished 
in the I-70 corridor planning process to develop and support a carefully thought-out multimodal strategy.  

It is unclear if there is a regional freight/goods movement plan with sufficient detail to guide route 
planning and operational strategies, which are critical in the I-70 corridor. This should be closely linked to 
evolving land use patterns guiding the location of industrial, warehouse/distribution and intermodal 
facilities. Signage, wayfinding and operational parameters should all be part of the consideration. We 
offer an example from the Florida Department of Transportation (http://tampabayfreight.com/) that 
strategically addresses regional freight mobility and accessibility within context-sensitive solutions that 
reflect economic development, changing land uses and community redevelopment efforts.   

There appear to be no vehicle miles traveled (“VMT”) targets set for the corridor that would account for 
anticipated growth/change in development over time and the application of complementary strategies 
designed to reduce VMT. It was difficult to determine if VMT and other system planning measures (travel 
time, vehicle hours of delay, person hours of delay, etc.) comparisons were made for initial and refined 
alternatives.  This is important in part because there is extensive research that indicates that VMT is 
strongly correlated with the production of CO2 in the atmosphere, which in turn is leading to climate 
change at a global scale (see for example, TPD peer review panelist, Reid Ewing et al, Growing Cooler: 
The Evidence on Urban Development and Climate Change).  

The role of arterial and local streets, and non-auto networks, in the corridor remains relatively vague in 
the context of CDOT’s preferred alternative for I-70 East. There is indeed a lack of connectivity in the I-
70 corridor section, and while the plan attempts to resolve those issues, there appears to be little 
agreement on role and function of using the non-interstate network part of the corridor to address 
connectivity and mitigate travel demand, thus enabling a narrower interstate footprint. 

Transit is virtually missing from the conversation in part because transit investments are not directly tied 
to the I-70 East project proposal.  This is unfortunate because the Denver community is truly embracing 
transit.  If there were agreed-upon system-wide and corridor-level VMT and mode share goals, then 
transit and the role of Transportation Demand Management programs, park-and-ride, shuttle circulators, 
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and parking management strategies in major activity centers served by I-70 and I-25 would be a bigger 
part of the corridor plan.  
 
A stronger focus on how the corridor functions as part of the system, with roles and responsibilities 
defined, will make it easier for CDOT, local government, partner agencies and local neighborhoods to 
agree upon strategies for the corridor that balance competing interests and achieve key shared 
objectives.  
 
#2 - Travel Demand Modeling: 
 
DRCOG is responsible for maintaining the regional travel demand model used as a basis for analysis of 
travel demand in the I-70 corridor, development, screening and evaluation of alternatives. Yet, there 
appears to be a general lack of confidence that the model provided reasonably accurate forecasts, with 
CDOT and others citing it as "using what we have available" or "what was provided to us."  

During our on-site interviews, the panel was told that CDOT, and its lead consultant on the I-70 project, 
Atkins North American, established the need for a 10-lane cross section on I-70 using the DRCOG old 
travel demand model and the DRCOG old future land use forecast for 2035. We were told they did not 
test a full range of highway project alternatives. CDOT referred us to DRCOG, and DRCOG referred us to 
CDOT. A follow-up conference call with key personnel at CDOT and Atkins confirmed what we were told 
previously. Submitting to an interview was an exceptionally collegial gesture on the part of CDOT, as they 
are in the comment period for the Supplemental EIS and ordinarily would not provide additional 
information. While CDOT specifically asked that any conclusions we reach as a panel be submitted as 
formal comments, the TPD team will not do so directly.  However, interested stakeholders may draw from 
the questions we presented to DRCOG: 

 Was an 8-lane cross section (3 general purpose lanes and one managed lane in each direction) 
ever tested using the DRCOG travel demand model? Was an alternative that did not involve 
frontage roads on both sides ever tested? With the 10-lane section and frontage roads, the 
preferred alternative cross section is wider than a football field is long. It would maximize rather 
than minimize impact on the abutting Environmental Justice neighborhoods. Our on-site 
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interviews suggested that an 8-lane cross section was screened out initially and not actually run 
as a network alternative using the model. This was confirmed in the conference call. It would be 
important to determine if an 8-lane section would have sufficient capacity in the horizon year 
before moving to a 10-lane section, given the severe impacts on neighborhoods along the 
alignment. The fact that the project runs through minority neighborhoods makes it all the more 
important that the cross section adopted have the absolute minimum width that would meet the 
purpose and need requirements of the project. Given the desire to minimize impacts on minority 
neighborhoods, the panel recommends that an 8-lane section, with and without frontage roads, 
be tested by CDOT and Atkins as lower impact alternatives to a 10-lane widening with frontage 
roads. Was the 10-lane section tested using DRCOG’s new Focus travel demand model? From 
our conference call, the answer is no. Focus, which became operational in 2010, is an activity-
based model that generates trip tours (linked trips such as stopping on the way home from work 
to do shopping) rather than individual trips. It is state-of-the-art. It accounts for peak spreading, 
the tendency of travelers to change their time of departure when faced with congestion. 
Instead, the old travel demand modeling software, Compass, was used by Atkins. Compass is a 
trip-based model that treats trips as though they are independent of one another rather than 
linked into tours; it does not account for peak spreading. Atkins is not one of the consulting 
firms that has worked with Focus. This was confirmed in our conference call. The rationale for 
the decision to use Compass rather than Focus was the instability of tour generation with Focus, 
whereas trip generation with Compass is stable from model iteration to iteration. It was also 
suggested during the conference call that FTA and FHWA have a problem with Focus because 
tour generation may differ across alternatives in an alternatives analysis, creating an “apples and 
oranges” comparison. We don’t find these rationales compelling and recommend that Focus be 
used to test the 8- and 10-lane sectional alternatives. (DynusT, the traffic simulation program 
used by Atkins/CDOT, does account for peak spreading. It is unclear to the panel whether this 
fully corrects for the failure of Compass to account for peak spreading in the initial phase of 
travel modeling.) 

 Was traffic induced by the 10-lane section accounted for by CDOT and Atkins? The answer is no. 
It is now widely accepted that major highway projects like the proposed I-70 widening create 
new travel demands both in the short run, by generating additional trips, and in the long run, by 
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altering development patterns. The old Compass model, used in this case, accounts for rerouted 
trips but not newly generated trips because (in this four-step model) trip generation is assumed 
to be a simple function of socioeconomics and not affected by roadway levels of service. The 
new Focus model does account for newly generated trips, but was not used by Atkins (see 
above).  Again, the panel recommends that Focus be used to test the 8- and 10-lane sectional 
alternatives, with and without frontage roads. 

 Was highway induced development accounted for by CDOT and Atkins? The answer is no. 
DRCOG’s old spreadsheet based land use allocation model was the basis for the 2035 land use 
inputs used by Atkins. It does not account for the development inducing effects of a major 
highway project like I-70. Future land use patterns assumed as the major inputs to DRCOG’s 
Compass model were the same for build and no-build alternatives. This violates best modeling 
practices and leaves the project open to technical criticism. DRCOG’s new UrbanSim model 
includes much more realistic treatment of development decisions, and can account for highway 
induced development. It was not used by Atkins in its modeling work because it was not 
available until recently, but it is operational now. The panel recommends that UrbanSim be used 
to test the 8- and 10-lane sections. 

 What are operational characteristics (LOS) for different sections of I-70 in the horizon year? 
Common sense suggests that there will be a serious bottleneck for westbound traffic created by 
having the 10-lane section of I-70 transition down to 6 lanes to the west of the project. The 
panel finds it hard to believe that the transition will be a smooth one and that westbound traffic 
will not back up terribly. An 8-lane cross section would produce a smoother transition to the 6-
lane section, and that consideration is among the reasons why it should be tested. 

The TPD team emphasizes that the size and scale of a transportation facility is fundamentally based on 
the forecast demand model.  Understanding the assumptions and findings is critical to making an 
informed decision on the number of lanes, regular and/or managed.  The basic problem, as the panel 
sees it, is that planning for I-70 improvements began more than 10 years ago, and the practice of 
modeling by CDOT and Atkins has not kept pace with best modeling practices.  The methodology memo 
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hammered out between CDOT and FHWA at the beginning of the process no longer serves the project 
partners well. 

 
#3 - Managed Lanes: 

The preferred alternative identified by CDOT and analyzed in the DEIS includes a “managed lanes” 
option.  In the DEIS, CDOT discusses the “managed lanes” option as follows: 

General-purpose lanes are traffic lanes that do not apply any restrictions to the vehicles using 
them. Managed lanes implement operational strategies that will be adjusted based on real-time 
traffic demand on the highway facility. This is accomplished by providing a specially managed 
travel lane for vehicles to avoid congestion and travel at a higher speed than the general-purpose 
lanes. The purpose is to provide a reliable, congestion-free option along the highway and provide 
a way to manage congestion over the long term to reduce the need for future expansion. The 
Build Alternatives Managed Lanes Option only manages the added capacity. Existing capacity 
remains as general-purpose lanes. (DEIS, p. 3-18.) 

The DEIS also indicates that “the pricing and policies for the managed lanes will be determined through a 
separate study.” (DEIS, p. 3-19). 

While it is encouraging to see that CDOT is considering a “managed lanes” option for the project, it is our 
observation that the use of managed lanes in this corridor could have a significant influence on the 
overall functionality of this corridor that is not necessarily being taken into account in the planning for 
this particular project.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has observed that transportation 
agencies across the country are developing “managed lanes” systems, particularly in urban centers, and 
that these managed lanes systems can be designed to meet a variety of specific operational goals.   
 
FHWA provides an overview of the managed lanes concept on its agency website  

http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/managelanes_primer/  FHWA defines "Managed lanes" “as highway 
facilities or a set of lanes where operational strategies are proactively implemented and managed in 
response to changing conditions.” Exhibit 1 is a diagram that captures the potential lane management 
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applications that fall into this broad definition of "managed lanes." On the left of the diagram are the 
applications of a single operational strategy—pricing, vehicle eligibility, or access control: 

 Pricing — Includes both traditional toll lanes and toll lanes that use congestion pricing, where 
price is varied during certain time periods in order to manage demand (e.g., peak-period 
surcharge or off-peak discount). 

 Vehicle eligibility — The lanes are managed by allowing certain vehicles or restricting others; 
minimum occupancy is an example of an eligibility restriction. 

 Access control — An example would be express lanes where all vehicles are allowed but access is 
limited during long stretches of the facility, minimizing turbulence in the flow of vehicles. 

Exhibit 1: Managed Lane Applications (source: Federal Highway Administration) 

 

As you move to the right on the diagram, you get into the more complicated managed lane facilities that 
blend more than one of these strategies: 
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 Combined pricing and eligibility — HOT lanes where higher occupancy vehicles such as buses, 
vanpools and carpools are given free or discounted passage and all other vehicles are tolled. 

 Combined vehicle eligibility and access control — Examples include exclusive busways, 
transitways or truck facilities serving a specific type of vehicle, with barrier separation and limited 
access points 

 Multifaceted managed lanes — Integrates all strategies for an actively managed facility that 
incorporates a high degree of operational flexibility 

 

On its website, FHWA also provides examples of a variety of different operational goals that can be met 
through the proper design and operation of a managed lanes system.  It should also be noted that there 
is a growing body of research on managed lanes systems that is available at this time, some of which is 
referenced on the FHWA website. 
 
From our collective experience, we believe that a well-designed managed lane system concept for the I-
70 corridor, which is integrated into a larger managed lane system plan for the Metropolitan Denver 
highway system, and is also connected to the regional and local transit system, would lead better future 
performance for the entire system, and would also allow for better-informed decisions regarding the 
specific lane configurations and access points for the I-70 East segment.   
 

We also believe that it will be very important for CDOT and the other transportation agencies that are 
involved in this planning process to do a better job in explaining the “managed lane” concepts that are 
under consideration.  It was our impression from the meetings we attended with community stakeholders 
and elected officials that many of them do not have a good understanding of “managed lanes” 
applications, and that there may be unnecessary fears regarding how the use of these applications would 
affect public access to the highway system and the cost of using the system.       
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#4 - Community and Economic Development: 
 
Considerable efforts are being made to develop cohesive community and economic development  plans in 
tandem with the I-70 East project.  The recently-launched North Denver Cornerstone Collaborative 
together with Council activities are at the heart of this effort and it is very important to move forward 
ahead of a record of decision.  Planning documents, adopted and approved, will provide a framework that 
will inform the final preferred I-70 East design alternative, articulate desired mitigation efforts and lay the 
foundation for implementation of land use, economic and community development efforts before, during 
and post-construction.  The City’s commitment is well-timed and vital to building a trusting partnership 
with the community over the next decade.  
 
We heard several times the need to establish (or re-establish) “connectivity” in the adjoining 
neighborhoods.  The actual solutions ranged considerably - from new crossings over the rail tracks, to 
new street connections, frontage roads and so on.  An immediate and iterative process to settle on a set 
of recommendations to improve connectivity and accessibility should be a priority and efforts to achieve 
consensus are well worth the effort.  Since the cost of such improvements is at the heart of discussions 
between the City and CDOT, the record of decision (or parallel city/state memorandum of understanding) 
should lay out the responsibilities of each party.  Once construction begins, it will be much more difficult 
to “go back” and revisit these decisions. 
 
In addition, the panel understood from its conversation with CDOT staff that there will be significant 
investments to improve storm water drainage and these investments will also benefit the adjacent 
neighborhoods, which have historically had drainage problems. The TPD commends CDOT for working 
with the City and County of Denver and the neighborhood to solve this problem across jurisdictional 
boundaries. However, we did not get the impression from our meeting with community leaders that they 
were aware of the potential benefits to the neighborhood storm water drainage systems from this 
project; we believe this issue needs to be addressed more directly by CDOT and the City in their future 
discussions with the community leaders. 
 
Regardless of the selected alternative, deconstruction of the actual viaduct (let alone other construction 
work) will be lengthy and disruptive.  We do not believe, however, that the true impacts of construction 
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activities are commonly understood.  Since a preferred alternative has not been selected and more 
detailed design work will not accelerate for some time, it is important to maintain close contact as design 
moves forward in order to fully understand these impacts.   
 
During this interim period, we do believe it is important for the City as well to plan for the construction 
period in part by reaching agreement regarding CDOT’s responsibilities during construction.  For example, 
the City may wish to further its efforts to improve the business/resident relationship.  One example (of 
many good ones) would be a good-neighbor compact with local businesses and trucking companies to 
clamp down on “cutting through” residential streets.  The same, of course, goes for CDOT’s contractors 
who will likely be subject to noise and air quality monitoring, but could benefit as well from commonly-
agreed to times of construction, haul routes, etc.  
 
Likewise, the implementation of advance projects to facilitate connectivity and alternate routes is well-
advised.  That work is underway and should continue.  It was unclear as to whether added capacity along 
the northerly alternate route, I-270, would be implemented prior to I-70 East construction work but that 
is an important early decision. 
 
#5 - Constructability & Construction Impacts: 
 
It is clear that whatever alternative is pursued, other than the “do-nothing” alternative, that the 
neighborhoods adjacent to I-70 will be significantly impacted during construction. These impacts will 
include impacts from construction activities, including: dust, noise and vibration, and other impacts 
resulting from the project including: disruption of circulation on local streets, possible diversion of trucks 
through the neighborhood from the adjacent industrial areas. However, these impacts will be limited in 
time to the duration of the project. Other impacts will be much longer in term, including the taking of 
homes and the major adjustments to the playground for the Swansea Elementary School. 
 
#6 - Vasquez Interchange Design Consideration:  
 
The TPD team also reviewed an option studied by the City and believes that consideration should be 
given to closing the interchange at Vasquez. This would result in a significant area that could be 
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redeveloped for the benefit of the neighborhood to accommodate mixed income housing and 
neighborhood-serving retail and community or civic uses. The neighborhood is interested in a grocery 
store, for example. The land may also provide a good alternative for a relocated elementary school. The 
TPD team understands that Commerce City officials believe this interchange is necessary for truck traffic 
from their community; hence the importance of an integrated context-sensitive freight system plan. 
 
#7 - Mobility During Construction:   
 
The TPD team recognized that CDOT and the City and County of Denver and the City of Commerce City 
are all mindful of the significant construction-related impacts.  However, it was not apparent to the TPD 
team that the stakeholders have resolved the “advance package” of mobility-related projects. Clearly, 
adding lanes to I-270 before the I-70 project begins will help alleviate construction traffic concerns. 
Similarly, addressing neighborhood circulation issues through multimodal accessibility and connectivity 
enhancements before construction of I-70 begins will minimize the disruption to local circulation during 
construction. The timing of projects matters and the advance work should be well into design in order to 
ensure project delivery prior to the start of intensive I-70 East construction. 
 
#8 - Community Engagement Process: 
 
During our meeting with community leaders, we heard a significant amount of criticism about the 
community engagement process conducted by CDOT, in collaboration with the City and County of 
Denver.  We were told that the “open house” community meetings conducted by CDOT did not provide 
opportunities for the community leaders to engage in group discussions with CDOT and the City 
representatives to help build community consensus regarding issues of concern to them, and that there 
was not a clear understanding of how CDOT and the City would be taking specific comments received 
from the public and responding to them directly. We believe that in the future CDOT and the City of 
Denver staff should work collaboratively to develop a more robust community engagement process, with 
participation from other interested public agencies such as DRCOG, the regional transit agency, and 
neighboring cities, along with community and neighborhood residents, business owners and other 
stakeholders. While one-on-one exploration of maps and design plans with CDOT representatives is an 
important component of increasing understanding, such a tactic – absent community forums in which 
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everyone can hear questions and responses – falls short of achieving meaningful participation that is 
important to building community consensus. 
 
One “success story” in this realm that should be considered is the I-15 / 40th Street Freeway Project in 
San Diego.  In the early 1990s, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) was evaluating 
options for extending I-15 through some disadvantaged neighborhoods in the Mid-city area south of I-8.  
Through its planning process, Caltrans became aware of significant community concerns regarding the 
possible impacts of the highway project on their neighborhoods.  This ultimately led to a collaborative 
planning and community engagement process that included the City of San Diego, Metropolitan Transit 
District Board, and many other stakeholder groups and community representatives.  The result was that 
Caltrans selected a preferred alternative for this 2.2-mile corridor that was designed to minimize 
community impacts while at the same time improving the functionality of regional transportation system. 
In addition, Caltrans and the City entered into a formal Memorandum of Understanding that laid out the 
specific community improvements that were agreed to (including covers over the freeway at key 
locations), and identified the responsible parties for each of these improvements.  The MOU also laid out 
mutual understandings regarding highway operation issues and specifically addressed future linkages of a 
planned regional transit line in the I-15 corridor to existing and planned transit routes serving the 
community, through elevators to be installed on the intersecting boulevards that would connect to 
center-median transit stations on I-15 (see attached article and exhibits).  Caltrans received an Honorable 
Mention for this project in the 2002 FHWA Transportation Planning Excellence Award Program.   
 
The APA Transportation Planning Division would be willing to provide more detailed information on this 
project and its community engagement process for consideration by CDOT and the City and County of 
Denver, and would also be willing to provide additional assistance to CDOT and the City in designing a 
similar community outreach and collaboration process for the I-70 East Project as it moves into its next 
phases of planning and project development. 
 
IV.  Organization, Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The TPD team met with numerous stakeholders over the course of the two-day peer review exercise.  It 
is worth noting that these meetings were illuminating from the perspective of partnership and 
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coordination.  In part because the I-70 East project is now in a critically-important public review phase, 
stakeholders are both framing their positions on the preferred alternative and planning for the short- and 
long-term impacts of the project moving forward.  At some point in the near future, a project will move 
forward and it is vitally important for all stakeholders to recognize and embrace their roles.  Project 
success will not be determined solely by the actions of the CDOT as the primary sponsor.  Rather Denver, 
DRCOG, the local neighborhoods and business communities and adjoining municipalities will all need to 
come to the table in meaningful ways.   
 
The clearest early manifestation is the above-referenced North Denver Cornerstone Collaborative.  It was 
not apparent during our short visit that the Collaborative has truly “launched” with stakeholder buy-in 
and engagement.  This is a key first step which will lead to concrete short- and long-term steps to 
improve the most-impacted communities.  Likewise, it is incumbent on DRCOG to embrace a more 
meaningful role in system-wide planning and travel demand forecasting. As planners, we are responsible 
for not only the regulatory aspects of plan development, but also their relevance as a decision-making 
tool. Finally, as the project sponsor, CDOT is understandably pushing hard to move a project forward.   
 
There will be a point in the process – during preliminary design at the latest – when all stakeholders need 
to be brought back to the table in a coordinating fashion in order for all parties to stay aligned on 
construction staging, contractor specifications as they relate to mitigation activities, design features, 
communications, detours, alternatives routes, the “leave-behind” condition for local roads, surplus land 
and the non-access line and so on.  This process would ideally lead to an I-70 East coordinating 
committee led jointly by the City and County together with CDOT. 
 
V. National Applicability 
 
As noted in the introduction to this report, many state transportation agencies, regional transportation 
planning agencies and local governments are now wrestling with the same difficult issues regarding 
replacement of aging viaducts as is CDOT and the City and County of Denver.  A recent report by the 
Congress of New Urbanism http://www.cnu.org/highways/freewayswithoutfutures identifies a significant 
number of viaducts that are in need of replacement, and provides some additional examples regarding 
the options being considered for these projects.  APA Transportation Planning Division will be sharing our 
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observations regarding the I-70 East Project, and lessons learned that could be applied to other projects 
involving replacement of existing viaducts, with our members and colleagues. 
 
VI. Closing 
 
The TPD team again wishes to thank all of the stakeholders who assisted with the peer review and took 
the time to meet with us, both in Denver and in follow up conversations.  Our hosts were extremely 
gracious and welcoming during a sensitive phase of the project.  We were able to have honest and 
thoughtful discussions which, when taken as a whole, offered a unique perspective on the project.  The 
findings and insights contained herein reflect both a situation analysis and pathway forward.  To that 
end, the Transportation Planning Division and members of the TPD team are available to you to assist 
and provide further details on any of the matters discussed herein.   
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Vice President and Principal 
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Professor of City and Metropolitan Planning & Director of the Metropolitan Research Center 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Robert A. Leiter, FAICP 
Urban and Environmental Planning Consultant 
San Diego CA  
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Current Folder: SDEIS Comments Responded to  

Welcome: contactus@i-70east.com  

 Message List   Delete    Forward   Forward as Attachment    Reply   Reply All   

Comment: Project Limits are Incorrectly Defined
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Thu, October 30, 2014 11:33 am
To: "CDOT I-70 East Project Office" <contactus@i-70east.com>
Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
Options:View Full Header |  View Printable Version  | Download this as a file | Add to Address 

Book  | View Message details 

 

Hi CDOT, 
 
My comments about the project limits being incorrectly defined are 
attached in the PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments: 

img-X30112521-0001.pdf 138 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

Delete & Prev |  Delete & Next 

Move to:   INBOX Move

Inbox Compose Addresses Folders Options

Page 1 of 1Webmail

12/30/2014https://webmail1.web.com/src/read_body.php?passed_id=640&mailbox=INBOX.INBOX...
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Current Folder: SDEIS Comments Responded to  

Welcome: contactus@i-70east.com  

 Message List   Delete    Forward   Forward as Attachment    Reply   Reply All   

Comment: Logistics & Construction Delays
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Thu, October 30, 2014 11:37 am
To: "CDOT I-70 East Project Office" <contactus@i-70east.com>
Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
Options:View Full Header |  View Printable Version  | Download this as a file | Add to Address 

Book  | View Message details 

 

Heres another one.  Please note that this one is the only one from me that 
suggests the possibility of a compromise.  Maybe a compromise that we 
could live with [its my idea and to-date I¹ve discussed it with no-one] 
and that the elected officials could live with, but not sure of what CDOT 
wants.   We can brainstorm all you like.  I¹ll bring sandwiches and chat 
with anyone about thisŠ 
 
Thank you! 
 
Regards, 
 
Steve 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
 
 

Attachments: 

img-X30112533-0001.pdf 131 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

Delete & Prev |  Delete & Next 

Move to:   INBOX Move

Inbox Compose Addresses Folders Options

Page 1 of 1Webmail

12/30/2014https://webmail1.web.com/src/read_body.php?passed_id=641&mailbox=INBOX.INBOX...
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Current Folder: SDEIS Comments Responded to  

Welcome: contactus@i-70east.com  

 Message List   Delete    Forward   Forward as Attachment    Reply   Reply All   

Comment: Study Area and Project Limits
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Thu, October 30, 2014 11:40 am
To: "CDOT I-70 East Project Office" <contactus@i-70east.com>
Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
Options:View Full Header |  View Printable Version  | Download this as a file | Add to Address 

Book  | View Message details 

 

Ok, time for a vacation for a day or two from this.   I may be getting 
senile or worn-out.  I think I wrote two of these that may be similar, but 
submitting both - so here is another as another PDF.  This one has some 
cool photos in it. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
 

Attachments: 

img-X30112607-0001.pdf 365 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

Delete & Prev |  Delete & Next 

Move to:   INBOX Move

Inbox Compose Addresses Folders Options

Page 1 of 1Webmail

12/30/2014https://webmail1.web.com/src/read_body.php?passed_id=643&mailbox=INBOX.INBOX...
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Current Folder: SDEIS Comments Responded to  

Welcome: contactus@i-70east.com  

 Message List   Delete    Forward   Forward as Attachment    Reply   Reply All   

Comment: 1,224 An Addl People Requesting SEIS 
on 270/76 Re-Route
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Thu, October 30, 2014 11:42 am
To: "CDOT I-70 East Project Office" <contactus@i-70east.com>
Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
Options: View Full Header |  View Printable Version  | Download this as a file | Add to Address 

Book  | View Message details 

 

Note: there are three attachments here that make-up one comment. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Comment: Safety of the Freeway
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
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Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
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Comment attached.  
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Re: I-70 EAST EIS - SDEIS COMMENT FORM
From: "steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Thu, October 30, 2014 1:51 pm
To: webmastercc@i-70east.com (more)
Priority: Normal
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Book  | View Message details 

 

email: steve@skinneyproperty.com 
 
name: steve Kinney 
address: 4876 Tennyson 
city: Denver 
state: CO 
zip_code: 80212 
phone: 303-475-8200 
comment_topic: Hazardous Materials,Preliminarily Identified Preferred 
Alternative,Visual,Truck Traffic,Other 
comments: Regarding safety: Potential freeway flooding is a big concern. In the past 
18 months, we've experienced unprecedented flooding in the Denver metro area. Many 
other areas are having similar problems, Phoenix is a perfect example, where they 
have had repeated freeway flooding in the past few months and loss of life from 
people drowning in their cars on the freeway. A gravity-fed drainage system with 
such a small grade to it is going to clog with sediment. Its not steep enough. Sand. 
Gravel. Car parts. Debris flying off of & out of trucks. Tire chunks. Trash that 
blows-in from the kids playing on top of the freeway. Blowing leaves. And, much more 
will all clog this system. For the first few months, when the tubes are not clogged, 
the water will flow down to pumps that simply won't be able to keep up in heavy 
rainfall. Maintenance on the pumps will be significant. What does copious amounts of 
Mag Chloride do to the pumps? Does the Platte River mind getting incredible a! 
 mounts of de-icing agent? What is the annual projected costs for drainage system 
maintenance? What amount of chemical de-icing will be necessary? How does this 
compare to an at-grade freeway that has sunlight on it? Lets build a project that 
has maintenance costs similar to a Toyota, rather than building one that will be 
like maintaining a '60s MG as a daily driver. The trench will be like an MG in my 
car analogy here. Thank you for listening. 
 
================================== 
 
REMOTE_HOST= 
REMOTE_ADDR=70.196.203.120 
HTTP_USER_AGENT=Mozilla/5.0 (Macintosh; Intel Mac OS X 10_9_4) AppleWebKit/537.77.4 
(KHTML, like Gecko) Version/7.0.5 Safari/537.77.4 
REMOTE_USER= 
HTTP_REFERER=http://www.i-70east.com/comment-form.html 
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Hi again, 
 
Yes, another one from me.   Sorry to be overloading your inbox, but these 
are important. This one is short and easyŠ :-) 
 
Thank you for working on this. 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
 
> 
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Comment: 53 is the same as 76+, no?
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A house is only four walls and a roof to some.  To others, its a lot more. 
  My comment about this is attached in a PDF. 
 
Regards, 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Comment: "No Action" is actually a Whole Lotta' 
Action
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Comment attached as a PDF. 
 
Thank you for reviewing and responding. 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Attached is a follow-up comment about EO 13166. 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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To: "CDOT I-70 East Project Office" <contactus@i-70east.com>
Cc: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Priority: Normal
Options:View Full Header |  View Printable Version  | Download this as a file | Add to Address 

Book  | View Message details 

 

PDF of my comment is attached. 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
Date: Thu, October 30, 2014 11:12 am
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment about the count on the # of dwelling units, which 
is in the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
 
 
> 
 

Attachments: 

img-X30111629-0001.pdf 339 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

Delete & Prev |  Delete & Next 

Move to:   INBOX Move

Inbox Compose Addresses Folders Options

Page 1 of 1Webmail

12/30/2014https://webmail1.web.com/src/read_body.php?passed_id=651&mailbox=INBOX.INBOX...

WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000800



Current Folder: SDEIS Comments Responded to  

Welcome: contactus@i-70east.com  

 Message List   Delete    Forward   Forward as Attachment    Reply   Reply All   

Comment: North Denver Citizens' Transportation 
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment that is in the attached PDF. This one, with the 
DVD is coming to you by mail as well. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Comment: Outreach efforts sabotaged
From: "Steve Kinney" <steve@skinneyproperty.com>
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment that is in the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment that is in the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment that is in the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Here¹s another one.  This time about kids.  Hopefully everyone cares about 
the kids.  The comment is attached as a PDF 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment that is in the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Hi, 
 
I¹ve prepared a comment about property values that is in the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Good morning, 
 
Below and attached is a comment for consideration in the SDEIS. 
 
In the 2008 DEIS, I think that the description of comments received was 
mischaracterized and was deaf to the tone of the conversations & comments. 
It is important that this be represented/presented properly. 
 
CDOT claims to have support from the communities?  Where is that support? 
I¹ve been searching for it and cannot find it anywhere near the I-70 
freeway.   I can find a bit of it in Green Valley Ranch and at DIA, but no 
place else.  Where is it? What are they saying that suggests CDOT has the 
public¹s support for a freeway that is three times wider in the middle of 
neighborhoods? 
 
Attached are two [of many] illustrations of the tone and the discussion of 
the SDEIS for the I-70-east project.   Like the majority of these 
conversations, these two demonstrate the comments against the project and 
clearly show that the public is NOT in support of this project. 
>  
> First, find attached [or via the following link] CDOT¹s Facebook page for the 
> video that was distributed by CDOT: 
> https://www.facebook.com/coloradodot/posts/725033837551525?comment_id=73086296 
> 3635279&notif_t=comment_mention   Practically everyone who commented was not 
> supporting the project. In a few cases, people supported CDOT¹s great snow 
> plow drivers.    
>  
> Second, find the summary notes from the meeting hosted by elected officials 
> October 22. These notes were compiled by Nola Miguel and Susan Aldretti, who 
> each work for Denver City Council Members.   I don¹t think that they 
> sufficiently convey the true negative tone, but even in this document, its 
> very clear that the great majority of those who spoke-up are NOT supporting 
> this project as outlined in the SDEIS. 
>> Thank you for participating in the community conversation about the 
>> reconstruction of I-70 last week. Many people requested a copy of the 
>> presentation  
>> <http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/768/documents/community%20conversation%20en 
>> glish.spanish%20corrected.pdf>  and notes 
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>> <http://www.denvergov.org/Portals/768/documents/Comments%20and%20Questions%20 
>> from%20the%20I70%20Public%20meeting%2010-22.pdf>  of the meeting.  You can 
>> click on the links to access the documents. 
>> Susan Aldretti  
>> Council Aide 
>> Councilwoman At-Large Debbie Ortega 
Thank you! 
 
Steve Kinney 
4876 Tennyson St 
Denver CO 80212 
Steve@SKinneyProperty.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine 
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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Colorado Department of Transportation
September 17 · Denver, CO · 

Check out this video about how residents and businesses in northeast
Denver and CDOT worked together for a decade on a plan for I-70 East, a
100-year investment that reduces congestion and improves travel time.
We want your comments on the latest draft of an environmental study
analyzing transportation alternatives to improve safety, access and mobility
while reducing congestion in one of the state’s most heavily traveled
corridors, I-70 through northeast Denver and Aurora.
What does your I-70 look like? Comment online at www.i-70east.com and
join the conversation!

Like · Comment · Share

Like PageLike Page

I-70 East Corridor Project: Creating
a Better Future
This video features the structural, safety and
congestion challenges the I-70 East Corridor Project
currently faces between Brighton Boulevard and
Tower Road...
YOUTUBE.COM

Top CommentsJymi Zez Shores and 757 others like this.

144 shares

Write a comment...

Kristin Housekeeper Barnes Steve.
Like · Reply · September 30 at 9:00pm

Steve Kinney What does my I-70 look like?!? It looks NOTHING like it does
now and it looks EVEN LESS like the propaganda-filled crap they're spewing
in this video. 

CDOT: Study the I-270/I-76 re-route! It appears it’ll solve the I-70 congestion
issues on BOTH s... See More
Like · Reply · 32 · September 30 at 9:51pm

Kristin Housekeeper Barnes Re-route. Please don't widen!
Unlike · Reply · 12 · September 30 at 9:01pm

Pete Cook Move the cross town/state traffic to I-76 and 270. Expansion there
does not displace or further pollute existing residents. It is beyond me how this
is not the preferred plan.
Unlike · Reply · 5 · October 6 at 12:02pm

Tom McHugh Really CDOT? A couple more lanes each direction? Some of
the costs for those of us nearby are increased cases of cardiovascular
disease, respiratory disease, cancer, asthma, and a lower life expectancy.
Thanks for your hard work, but table this harmful... See More
Unlike · Reply · 3 · October 7 at 12:40pm

Irene Glazer We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, CDOT please don't
blow it with this terrible idea. Study the re-route option, it's a much better
solution!
Like · Reply · October 29 at 11:13pm

Steve Kinney http://www.denverpost.com/.../i-70-plan-through-denver...
Like · Reply · October 22 at 11:21pm

Steve Kinney Those attending last Friday's & tonight's meeting hosted by
Denver City Council Members are seeing nearly unanimous opposition to this
project. http://www.denverpost.com/.../i-70-plan-through-denver...

Like · Reply · Remove Preview · October 22 at 11:20pm

I-70 plan through Denver gets rough
reception
Several at public meeting question CDOT's plan for...
DENVERPOST.COM
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Herbert Reynolds There is a better route that would probably be much
cheaper and less disruptive to neighborhoods (270 to 76 and back to 70). This
alternative plan deserves careful consideration, but seems to fall on deaf ears.
I've been told there is only a 4 mile difference.
Unlike · Reply · 29 · September 17 at 9:51pm

Diamond Lottie I believe thats already in existence,
Like · 1 · September 18 at 2:14pm

Steve Kinney 1.8 miles extra via 270/76. Thats nothing when it
doesnt bottleneck. Widening 270 & 76 is EASY - they already own all
the needed land - and no neighborhoods are immediately adjacent.
Plus, Adams County would get INCREDIBLE economic development
benefits!
Like · 2 · September 30 at 9:55pm

Write a reply...

David Zook I like the idea of rerouting over 270 and 76 better with a grand
boulevard where the current i70 is. This would really give the neighborhoods
back to the people.
Unlike · Reply · 22 · September 26 at 10:17am

Jack Pappalardo I've lived in Toronto and seen constant construction work to
the 401 main east/west highway over 3 decades. It's now 16 lanes, 20 in some
spots, and is packed, packed, packed and a nightmarish crawl almost anytime
of day. More lanes does not equal less congestion, just more traffic.
Unlike · Reply · 22 · September 21 at 11:16am

Dave Decker Give I70 back to North Denver, let the heavy EW traffic run
along 270/76
Unlike · Reply · 19 · September 28 at 9:54am

Steve Runnings I feel like the Mayor should give more consideration to the
plan to use I 76. Do we need 10 lanes through the heart of Denver? Even our
Auditor is against the plan
Unlike · Reply · 18 · September 22 at 4:57pm

Charlie Buchholz Move the monster out of denver! The 270- i76 route makes
a lot more sense. The idea of burying i70 below grade than put a lid on it next
to a school? How stupid! And they are lying when they say it will not be
widened west of i25 . Get ready for 10 lanes right through berkley and Rocky
Mountain parks.
Unlike · Reply · 18 · September 21 at 8:37am

David Martinez Wow. We work our ass off to make the roads safer, nicer and
more convenient for you to get to where you want and all I hear is
complaining. The whole video was about making I-70 and that part of the
neighborhood less congested and better looking. Somet... See More
Like · Reply · 18 · September 19 at 8:29pm

Kathy Schneider Dougherty I totally appreciate the roads in this area
and what it takes to keep them safe, especially in the winter. I already
take alternate routes just to avoid the massive congestion on i70 -
lower Lakewood to i70/Havana area takes about one hour on a good
day - throw in an accident or a light snow dusting and it's a 2 hr drive.
Oh I'll live Mr Martinez - how often do you drive to work not in a state/
city vehicle?
Unlike · 1 · September 27 at 10:41am

David Martinez Everyday I drive to work in my personal vehicle. The
sure thing about living in a big city is congestion. If people don't want
to be stuck in traffic, ever, then maybe Denver isn't for them. We are
slaving all summer laying asphalt in the heat and we don't get snow
days in the winter to ensure the highways are safe. My suggestion is
to pick a gym close to where you work. Work out in the morning and
when you're done you have a short drive.
Like · 1 · September 27 at 10:49am

Steve Kinney I certainly appreciate safer & nicer roads. But,
sometimes benefits to some [toll lane users] are at the costs to others
[residents losing their homes to freeway expansion & residents
breathing pollution] in very unfair ways. The recently-released Health
Impact Assessment notes that the health impacts to these
communities is HUGE. Expansion makes that worse. Widening I-70
now right through the middle of three wonderful neighborhoods is
going to be another blow to neighborhoods that have been treated
unfairly for 50 years. Next, its seven more I-70 neighborhoods, but on
the west side of I-25. There is another option that impacts no
neighborhoods and solves the congestion on both sides. And, it might
cost A LOT less. Until they study it, we won't know.
Like · 2 · September 30 at 10:33pm

David Martinez Unfortunately there's going to be no way around
pollution. And getting people through those parts of town faster would
create less idle time thus less smog in that certain area. Until there's
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no gasoline vehicles there is no way to fix the air. The majority of why
we do what we do is because people complain about how things are
right now. Then it gets changed or even just a proposal to be changed
and it gets complaints. The states in a lose lose situation because
there's always people that will have an argument of why they like or
dislike something. But oh well, I'll be in my plow truck in a few weeks
here making sure a few million coloradans get to where they need to
be. I get what you're saying, but there are hundreds of CDOT
employees that have no part in the engineering process but get the
most grief from civilians because we're the ones on the road.
Unlike · 2 · September 30 at 11:11pm

Steve Kinney David, thank you for both the thoughtful response and
for the super-hard and at-times dangerous work you do working to
keep us safe on the road. 

You and your co-workers have a chance now to be inventors [keep the
patent for yourself]. CDOT is going to need some yet-to-be-invented-
machinery. Here’s your chance to make something great and fund
your retirement with the profits!

Unlike I-25 that is in a smaller trench but which runs more north/south
[getting natural light when wintertime sun is low in the southern sky], I-
70 which is a perfectly east-west freeway that will be in a mostly-
uncovered trench, 40 feet below grade and with a 10-15 foot tall wall
on the side, ALMOST NONE of the lanes in the trench nor the two
feeder road lanes on the north side will get any natural sunlight on it in
the winter. Getting the ice off of that freeway is going to require
something amazing. And, getting the snow that blows into it
vacuumed-up [can’t plow it 8,200 feet, right?] will require some great
new equipment.
Like · 1 · October 5 at 9:19am

Steve Kinney Can anyone describe to me the “Venturi Effect” that
was the cause of the 150-car pileup on I-25 last winter? It has
something to do with cold air swirling up recessed freeways causing
unusual ice.
Like · 1 · October 5 at 9:20am

Write a reply...

Seth Techmanski NO MORE F***ING TOLL WAYS!!!!!!
Unlike · Reply · 15 · September 24 at 2:44pm

Kimbal Kurtz Nope. Let's really look at the reroute option. Let's make the city
whole again more lanes has always been a temp fix.
Unlike · Reply · 12 · October 1 at 8:13am

Randy Stevens Instead of asphalting the entire state to accommodate more
and more traffic, y don't we limit the amount of people invading and destroying
Colorado
Like · Reply · 12 · September 18 at 5:01pm

Chrispy Von Richthofen Economic suicide... The steamroller rolls
on.... Our economy is based on growth
Like · 2 · September 21 at 10:20am

Daniel Felzien People must also start to think AND IMPLEMENT how
to reduce carbon and the global climate change- to reverse it. 
Cars = so much CO2 !!
Unlike · 2 · September 24 at 5:05pm

Mark Beaton That 97% number in your picture is a fabricated number
Like · September 26 at 7:23am

Daniel Felzien Science is fact based. It's not based upon opinion. It's
97 guys in a room compared to 1 opposes and 2 others undecided.
And before you might spout Fox talking points, here's what I have to
say about it: The debate between Republicans and Democrats is like
listening to music on the deck of the sinking Titanic.
Like · September 29 at 8:10am

Write a reply...

Lisa Payne Adducci I think it's a much better long term plan to re-route I-70
to I-270/I-76 and stop destroying neighborhoods. Why double down on a bad
idea and just do more harm to the already splintered neighborhoods when
there is a better option?
Unlike · Reply · 10 · October 6 at 12:36pm

Kati Knott Bushur Where is the LIGHT RAIL!!!!!
Unlike · Reply · 10 · September 28 at 8:02am

Daniel Felzien More public transportation that thinks about bicycling!
Seems to me, more lanes = more pollution, more public health disparities.
Maybe buy local (things, food, less truckers), Denver implements a fossil fuel
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free public transportation system, and Denverites sell or transform their cars
and trucks into hydrogen fuel system vehicles. ... See More
Unlike · Reply · 9 · September 24 at 5:16pm

Michael Sparks Remove toll from 470 truckers like me, that don't need to
travel near Denver, likely won't. I would pay a toll but don't have a co pass
Unlike · Reply · 9 · September 21 at 2:10pm

Gary Clift I live near I-70 as it s-curves around Berkley lake. There are several
accidents there a week, some fatal. It has to be one of the most dangerous
miles of Interstate in the state if not nation. Turns out, I-70 was put there
because the now defunct Lake... See More
Unlike · Reply · 8 · October 6 at 3:55pm

Paul Jarrett I read about an option to reroute I70 further north. Then make the
existing i70 section a parkway.
Unlike · Reply · 17 · September 18 at 12:14am

Rachel Spencer Hopson I agree - the 270/76 route should be considered
instead. What happens to the neighborhoods near I70 now? And in the future
it will be widened through Berkeley? It will ruin the neighborhood
Unlike · Reply · 7 · October 9 at 8:30pm

Jess Dinsmore Not sure if you've spent a significant amount of time in
that neighborhood. I have. From the proposals they're offering, it
seems like it would only help. That section of I70 is definitely on it's last
leg. A catastrophe shouldn't have to happen before we do something
about it.
Like · October 24 at 4:35pm

Steve Kinney The re-route onto I-270 & I-76 and conversion of the
current path of I-70 from about Harlan to about Stapleton's Central
Park Blvd would weave the urban fabric back together. It would be
amazing!!!
Like · 1 · October 24 at 7:05pm

Steve Kinney As for CDOT's ongoing messages telling us "the
viaduct must be replaced right away because its crumbling..." CDOT's
own documents reveal that the viaduct is a: “62” According to the
CDOT document “Your CDOT Dollar” bridges rated between 50 and
80 “require preservation-focused maintenance or occasional
corrective work." UGH!!
Like · October 24 at 7:08pm

Write a reply...

Adrienne Christy "Six lanes are what we have now, plus they want to add
four “luxury” lanes, or pay-as-you-go lanes. Research shows that 65 percent of
the people using luxury lanes make more than $75,000 per year. Meanwhile,
the average income in the neighborhoods most impacted is $38,000 per year.
" http://www.northdenvertribune.com/.../i-70-protests-cite.../

Unlike · Reply · 7 · October 7 at 10:22am

I-70 protests cite multiple concerns :
North Denver Tribune
NORTH DENVER – A Colorado Department of...
NORTHDENVERTRIBUNE.COM

Janice Stice At the public hearing actually held 9/25 in
Swansea/Eliria/Globeville, of the 30 to 40 speakers (including several living in
those neighborhoods, Councilmembers Ortega and Montero, and City Auditor
Gallagher), only 2 speakers were in favor of this proj... See More
Unlike · Reply · 7 · October 6 at 3:21pm

Brad Sandler I have to agree with Steve Kinney and others on this post.
MUCH better alternatives and worth exploring. I am a multiple business owner
and multiple property owner in Northwest Denver and the I-270/I-76 re-route
seems to make a lot of sense on a lot of levels. Why not really look at the best
and healthiest alternative(s) and make the correct choice?
Unlike · Reply · 7 · October 6 at 11:35am

John Forrester Ask Boston how their big dig project worked out.
Like · Reply · 7 · September 23 at 6:37am

Darlene Tango Speer has a sub-grade section... It's been working just
fine here IN Denver.

People ballyhoo'd that one but now home values are just fine... there's
green space above.

Those neighborhoods (Swansea, Globeville) effected deserve it...

... Pave paradise and put up a parking lot...

And then cover it again with paradise.
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Like · 1 · September 24 at 7:57am · Edited

Daniel Felzien Yeah, Boston LOL. What was it, 3 turned into 12
million $ due to the length and mismanagement of the project?
Like · September 24 at 5:08pm

Write a reply...

Claire Amanda Phillips I agree with Dave Decker, and many others, but to
the point, as Decker stated: Give I70 back to North Denver, let the heavy EW
traffic run along 270/76. Its a simpler, clearer solution. And healthier for the
community and city. There is not overwhelming support for CDOTs plan.
Unlike · Reply · 6 · October 6 at 12:51pm

Louis Plachowski Not many people are as forward thinking as Dennis
Gallagher. Most people don't think outside of the box or take the time to find
new, healthier alternatives to the old fashioned idea of just making freeways
bigger. that is old, in the past . We need in... See More
Unlike · Reply · 6 · October 6 at 11:31am

Katherine Cornwell Amen.
Like · October 7 at 4:35pm

Peter Witulski Yes to free buses. Think of how much more efficient
they would be without people paying, getting change, and transfers.
Like · 1 · October 9 at 9:11pm

Write a reply...

Patrick Shorten Study the 270/76 reroute.
Unlike · Reply · 5 · October 8 at 5:45pm

Kristi Griffith-Jones Re-route! Please consider the idea/plan to use 76 & 270
for re-routing 70. This would save neighborhoods, bring north Denver back
into Denver and allow traffic to flow better.
Unlike · Reply · 5 · October 8 at 9:43am

Cara Thornton Reroute I-70! The current proposal equals more traffic, more
pollution, more congestion. It simply doesn't mesh with the Denver we know
and love today. Reroute!!!
Unlike · Reply · 5 · October 7 at 12:37pm

Robert William Fields I live one block north of I-70 across from the Perry
Valdez library in Swansea. CDOT is misleading and manipulative. Our own
government should have to win this debate honestly and using facts. Not with
propaganda films.
Unlike · Reply · 5 · October 6 at 11:30am

Steve Kinney Unbelievable what they have in this video! "Will provide
amenities and open space”?

They’re suggesting that a huge trench through almost exactly the
middle of the neighborhood will “re-connect” the community?!? What?
It cuts an unthinkable chasm.... See More
Like · 2 · October 7 at 12:10pm

Write a reply...

David Zook I agree with the rerouting solution. The way cdot is promoting the
Big Trench one would think we were dealing with politicians in New Oreleans
after Katrina. I think we all know hiw that is working out. Do the reroute and put
in more mass transit fo... See More
Unlike · Reply · 5 · October 4 at 11:42am

Loretta Morea Trains and public transportation, that is the right answer for
traffic congestion and for the environment.
Unlike · Reply · 11 · September 19 at 10:50am

Daniel Felzien Yes, Loretta!! Yes!
Unlike · 1 · September 24 at 5:11pm

Steve Kinney RTD is amazing: "On opening day in 2016, we expect
our average daily (weekday) ridership on the East Rail Line to be
almost 28,000 passengers. When the W Line opened last year, it
immediately surpassed expected ridership." WHY ARE THESE
PROJECTIONS NOT IN CDOT'S SDEIS STUDY???
Like · September 30 at 9:58pm

Write a reply...

Jean Ann Olds NO DON'T DO IT! Give north Denver back to the people,
PLEASE re-route through I-76 and 270. Cities who have added lanes like
CDOT has proposed do not have less congestion. The health consequences
and decreased property values to the north Denver neighborhoods affected
should be the determining factor.
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Unlike · Reply · 4 · October 7 at 3:13pm

John Riecke Yeah, I understand that widening and burying will temporarily
solve a congestion problem and make the area look nicer. Just because it's
better than the current mess doesn't make it the best option available though.
Please do a full study on the 270/76... See More
Unlike · Reply · 4 · October 6 at 10:10pm · Edited

John Gist 10 lanes sub terrain, no room to expand. Have the lower lanes for
local traffic and upper for express. No matter how many lanes, there will be
congestion. Too many people on a highway system that is 40 years behind the
Times.
Like · Reply · 4 · September 22 at 6:20pm

Herbert Reynolds The sub-grade is one of the concerns with future issues of
drainage, snow removal and ice build up anticipated . Much easier to expend
an existing corridor. Not to mention the health concerns resulting from
excavating some very polluted soil. There is a better option.
Like · Reply · 4 · September 18 at 6:49pm

Dennis Mellon Sub grade is asking for a mega disaster, I would rather see it
grow into an entertainment district, pulling resedents away from the highways,
but yess add lanes
Like · Reply · 4 · September 18 at 5:10pm

Herbert Reynolds Please go to www.UniteNorthMetroDenver.com for a
detailed alternative to the current I-70 expansion plan. Dr John Prosser and
others has put together convincing arguments for scraping the current plan
and developing an alternate route. It is not too late to reconsider better
options.

Like · Reply · 3 · October 17 at 5:54pm

Unite North Metro Denver
UNMD is a neighborhood organization working to help
unify and improve North Metro Denver.

UNITENORTHMETRODENVER.COM

Shawn Ballinger It was a bad idea to put I70 right through the city. It's a
worse idea not to take the opportunity to fix the mistake and re-route.
Unlike · Reply · 3 · October 13 at 4:49pm

Sarah Marvez We need to stop reaching into the past for solutions to
tomorrows problems. Denver is a progressive city- let's give people realistic
alternatives to cars and they'll use them. Provide a viable I-76/270 route for
commercial traffic (also important) and reconnect our north Denver
neighborhoods
Unlike · Reply · 3 · October 8 at 7:52pm

Steve Kinney CDOT is planning as if its 1961! Not everyone wants to
jump into the "traffic sewer" and roll out of the city to the 'burbs as fast
as possible after work. Many millennials don't want cars - they're
smarter [than us X'ers & the Boomers] and want to bike/walk/use mass
transit. The # of vehicle miles driven each year is falling FAST for 10+
years, yet, CDOT is planning as if this was 30 or 40 years ago.
Like · 1 · October 10 at 6:36pm

Steve Kinney Instead of "pave baby pave", lets talk about smart &
wise growth - like well-built & cool residences in the Brighton Blvd
corridor [along three future light rail lines, near the Platte River...]. Why
are they acting like the only place to grow is in Green Valley Ranch?!?
Like · 1 · October 10 at 6:37pm

Write a reply...

Nick McMann Stop lending a deaf ear to the reroute option. North Denver has
come a long way to evolve into one of the most prosperous areas in the metro
area. Widening I70 will crush the growth of these neighborhoods. The
resurgence of North Denver has been good f... See More
Unlike · Reply · 3 · October 7 at 3:27pm

Sue Sethney Enough with the glossy reviews by CDOT! Do a study of 270/76
reroute. It saves money and solves the problem. Think about more public
transit trains.
Unlike · Reply · 3 · October 6 at 11:51pm

Seth Techmanski Managed lanes = toll ways
Unlike · Reply · 3 · September 24 at 2:45pm

Justus Bryce Extending 225 to 76 might not be a bad idea, either.
Unlike · Reply · 3 · September 24 at 12:34pm

Michael Bleier As a taxpayer and Denver resident, I'd appreciate CDOT take
a look at the I-76 reroute option. I'm much in favor of this alternative.
Unlike · Reply · 2 · October 20 at 1:29pm
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Kellen E. Kurtz Reroute i70 up
North to i76. It is the best option for traffic, i70 and all the neighborhoods that would
be affected if i70 is expanded
Unlike · Reply · 2 · October 14 at 6:38am

Robert William Fields You build a bigger road to relieve congestion and more
people build McMansions farther from where they work and we get stuck in the
same traffic. This expansion is a dumb idea. Do we really want more
pavement in this city and toll lanes for the better offs to whiz by the little guys?
Terrible idea all around.
Unlike · Reply · 2 · October 6 at 11:28am

Ben Djbeng Maestas Doesn't matter, there are more residential mega
structures going up. By the time the project is complete. We will need to
rebuild again to accommodate the overpopulation.
Like · Reply · 2 · October 1 at 12:59am

Doug Murer If they could complete this before 2035, i would be shocked
Like · Reply · 2 · September 29 at 4:15pm

Ron Raymond Certainly something needs to be done, MLK Jr. Blvd through
Stapleton has become the all too convenient I-70 bypass between Quebec
and Havana/Peoria.
Like · Reply · 2 · September 27 at 2:58pm

Alyson Koerner How about adding a light rail line as well?
Like · Reply · 2 · September 26 at 9:16am

Rick Rothmeyer Does CDOT like Carbon monoxide? These vehicles all say
CO with a warning placard, Or are they just vehicles that are exempt from
smog tests?
Like · Reply · 2 · September 22 at 8:28pm

Daniel Felzien Please explain yourself here. (?)
Like · September 24 at 5:09pm

Write a reply...

Viron E Lewis As a member of the Cole neighborhood, I'm 101% behind the
plan, as long as there is no toll system included!
Like · Reply · 2 · September 22 at 1:12am

Steve Kinney Plan to not breathe for five years during construction!
Cole is downwind. Do you know whats in the dirt they intend to move
to make the 8,200 foot-long trench? Lots of lead. Abundant amounts of
arsenic and other stuff. Oh, four lanes are toll lanes [they call them
managed lanes, but they are toll lanes - and, as of now HOV & busses
aren't even allowed in them, unless they also pay].
Like · 2 · September 30 at 10:37pm

Write a reply...

Ron Hall This will be like everything else CDOT does. Ask your opinion and
comments then do what they want regardless. It is whatever they can spend
the most money on. CDOT execs are bought and paid for by private business.
Like · Reply · 7 · October 11 at 8:32pm

Larisa Roberts Brisson Dear CDOT. Please listen to the public and do a
SEIS on the full re-route that includes both I-270 and I-76. You already own
the property necessary to widen these roads without damaging anymore in
town neighborhoods. This alternative has proven itself to be much more cost
effective and better for the environment. Respect the children and families that
would be affected by widening the highway near important elementary
schools. Don't ignore the fact that you will spend even more money every year
to maintain a lowered highway. Please do not split Denver more than it already
has been by I-70 but have the foresight to bring Denver back together by
rerouting the highway to I-76. The information you are providing on this page
is not accurate regarding the impact of expanding I-70 and doesn't address the
toxic chemicals you will be digging up in the Superfund site. Your continued
stance not to study other alternatives has many of us wondering why, and who
is benefitting from the current proposal.
Like · Reply · 1 · October 27 at 3:46pm · Edited

Jordan Miller A lot changes in 10 years... Better study more!
Unlike · Reply · 1 · October 21 at 5:30pm

Tony Komomua Way to f'up Berkeley.
Like · Reply · 1 · October 19 at 8:10pm

Ruben Pinedo-Valdez Just live it like that I make more hrs working stock in
traffic
Like · Reply · 1 · October 18 at 12:11am
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Fede Rico Rivas I would like to see more of us that actually live and grew up in this
area comment
Like · Reply · 1 · October 15 at 12:59pm

Grant Hughes Work on it for another decade.
Like · Reply · 1 · October 12 at 9:49pm

Robert Palmer It won't happen, trust anonymous!!!!!
Like · Reply · 1 · October 8 at 5:54am

Elyse Gordon-Holz Fix the 270 and Vasquez entrance before you do
anything at 270/76 they must have taken acid before they designed the
entrance ( merge in merge out merge in) Huh!!
Like · Reply · 1 · October 7 at 1:31am

Doug Crow I donno about all this out of control government spending 
Like · Reply · 1 · September 30 at 9:51am

Duane Steltz I thought there is a law in the books that all highway work had to
be paid for before work started, and it is a Interstate Federal money?
Unlike · Reply · 1 · September 28 at 10:26pm

Paul Rosenthal Keep up the good work.
Like · Reply · 1 · September 23 at 5:47pm

Jon Middaugh Maybe we should first see if CDOT is capable of even
TRYING to keep our highway system clean. I realize we have a lot of pigs
living in this state, but when you see a mattress, a dresser, a recliner, a huge
cardboard box full of ? staying in the same place, (I-76 northbound ramp onto
I- 25) for at least 3 WEEKS, I have to wonder 2 things- can we start enforcing
litter laws? And is everyone blind at CDOT since they are located right on I-25
and I-76? I called to let them know that maybe they should pick this crap up.
It's disgusting and doesn't say much for our state or the people that live here.
Didn't used to be like this.
Like · Reply · 1 · September 19 at 10:05pm

John Kimbrough Wagon trains dumper furnisher
Like · September 20 at 9:29pm

Write a reply...

Daniel Foster 10-15 years? Look around at the current "projects" that
stagnate the roadways.
Like · Reply · 1 · September 19 at 12:25pm

Kathy Schneider Dougherty And where is traffic going to be re-routed to
while this "project" is done?? I might as well kiss my job goodbye as a 2-3
hour commute is not viable -
Like · Reply · 1 · September 18 at 1:35pm

Diamond Lottie most likely they'll knock down one side of the highway
first, and then have you use the other one, I know it sounds crazy
Like · September 18 at 2:11pm

Write a reply...

Brad Aerts Job security
Like · Reply · 1 · September 18 at 8:29am

Evan Ophuck

Like · Reply · 2 · October 1 at 1:08am
Steve Kinney After big rain, the 8200 foot-long trench [only a very
small % is covered] will be quite a pond for the wildlife to enjoy! I hope
that there are no human or animal drownings as there were on I-10 last
month in the Phoenix AZ freeway floods.
Like · October 1 at 11:20am

Write a reply...
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Heather Barr I agree that losing neighborhoods is a bad idea. But 270 is still
elevated and is in need of constant maintenance as it is. It is usually bumper
to bumper at a crawl during rush hours now. It would be impossible if you add
all the traffic from I 70 also. Widening 270 would appear to be more feasible
but check with the refinery and water treatment plant about that first. I don't
see either one of them moving unless Sand Creek moves it again. Then
there's the problem of sink holes. Don't know what the solution is but time is
running out on the existing structure.
Like · Reply · Yesterday at 7:16am

Brandan Fatthetoolman Taylor Phillip Harper
Like · Reply · October 28 at 10:36am

Jaime Lara ????
Like · Reply · October 28 at 6:58am

Tyler Walton TRAINS
Like · Reply · October 28 at 6:27am

Kyle Stanczak .. There is no hope for you people
Like · Reply · October 26 at 1:02pm

Grant Hughes Lets do a citywide tax to pay for a public transit system that
everyone can ride for free instead. Wait, you already did but give that money
to a for profit company that charges some of the most exorbinant fees
resulting in very small ridership...
Like · Reply · October 23 at 4:20pm

Grant Hughes I worked at a 100 employee business located near a
light rail station. I was the only one that ever rode the light rail. Even for
group rockies game the train was too expensive.
Like · October 23 at 4:22pm

Write a reply...

Steve Haynes The 270/76 route was considered and dismissed about 10
years ago. The push now is to create the park connecting the two
neighborhoods in theory. 

They compared it to Seattle to look at how successful the tunnel was there.
They should look at Phoenix's Deck Park Freeway as well since it is a similar
situation. There is severe sun glare on Deck Park which 70 experiences
without coming out of a darker tunnel running east-west. 

I would like to see sone consideration to keeping eastbound on a rebuilt
viaduct and run westbound up and around via 270 to 76 to 70. 

But they would have to want it to make it work. The politics is to build the park
it seems right now.
Like · Reply · October 19 at 1:56pm

Kenny Avila Won't make a difference I 25 if was widened same traffic
jams..waste of money ..How many homes will be torn down ? Businesses
closed for good and families displaced for this stupid idea..These
neighborhoods should file a petition in the Federal court system with the rest
and stop this asap *BAD IDEA * NO TOLLS either
Like · Reply · October 19 at 6:13am · Edited

Ray Rincon And I-70 West?!
Like · Reply · October 16 at 4:56am

Esther Serrano Example what the heck, who's dumb idea was it to make the
stop & yield intersection at Pecos & I 70. Only one of the worst..
Like · Reply · October 15 at 1:06pm

Thomas Bricker Hope it's better than Santa Fe and I- 25 exchange LOL
Like · Reply · October 14 at 4:53pm

Brandie Villalobos Chavez Jennifer Villalobos look. .
Like · Reply · October 14 at 6:42am

Mason Joe Lol you think in any way this expansion is in any way for
Americans not for the new Chinese owners of this land what do you think all
this expansion is for. You and I lol nigga please
Like · Reply · October 12 at 8:15am

Jim Maxwell Trains
Like · Reply · October 8 at 6:02am

Robert Palmer $floods$ super Fail, the peoople won't let this happen, really
need to hire on sombody that knows wtf they're doing with their degree,oh wait
maybe its only a ged?
Like · Reply · October 8 at 5:58am

Gonzalo Blanco There go's my neighborhood lol and my lil business hahaha
2381 E. 46th ave 80216 anyone needs a phone I'll look out for you guys best
deals in town before I go down 
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Like · Reply · October 8 at 12:40am
Steve Kinney Your store is great. And, the Husky Station next to you
is super-cool and always nice & clean. Jason, with the tow company &
Rogelio with the car repair places across from you are great too. None
of the business owners want to leave and no one wants any of you to
leave. This is unfair. PLEASE come to the Unite North Metro Denver
meeting tonight at the Valdez Perry library at 6:00pm.
Like · 1 · October 8 at 12:46pm

Steve Kinney PLEASE go to this comment page via this link and
make a public comment. And, ask all of your customers & friends to
do the same. Its super-important that CDOT and all of the other
agencies that review these see that the public is NOT in favor of this!
CDOT repeatedly says the community supports this - where do they
come-up with this?!? http://www.i-70east.com/comment-form.html

Like · Remove Preview · 2 · October 8 at 10:02pm

I-70 East Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) - COMMENT...

I-70EAST.COM | BY ATKINS DENVER FOR CD…

Write a reply...

Andrew Herrema Doug Wilson
Like · Reply · October 6 at 12:26pm

Jose Fully Loaded Benavidez I'm from Swansea and that hi way has been
cracking, and damaged for the whole 22 years I lived on 46th and Fillmore
right under the bridge. About time they are doing some thing for the Swansea
community, especially for the children because Swansea elementary is right
under it as well.
Like · Reply · October 6 at 9:48am

Mary McCaffrey Is congested where I 70, Pena and 225 meet or merge
Like · Reply · October 5 at 8:26am

James Narvaiz Open your EYES PEOPLE ITs THE END TIMES OF THIS
LIFE WE R LIVING THE ONE U LIVE U DIE ETURNTY THAT LIFE NEVER
GONA END WORRY BOUT THE TRUE ETURNTY LIFE GOD GAVE US TO
CHOOSE HEAVEN OR HELL EVERYONE IS WORRYING BOUT THINGS
THE DEVEL DESTRACTS US WITH SO LOSER WONT BURN ALONE
WAKE UP PLEASE FOR YOUR LIFE IN ETURNTY
Like · Reply · October 4 at 2:40pm

David Zook The misers can get together and complain to each other.
Like · Reply · October 4 at 11:43am

Elasha Nunez Now if you could just work internally to figure out how not to
block every entrance to Denver with some type of traffic-killing road
construction.
Like · Reply · October 3 at 11:32am

Dennis Mellon Putting an interstate highway underground in the middle of a
city is the dumbest thing you can do. From a safety point of view. Think. Of the
what ifs, like flammable liquids or other hazardous materials. Right now we
have a twenty minute delay at the Eisenhower tunnel, Actually any accident
under ground is compounded.
Like · Reply · October 3 at 11:14am

Kent Argow Train first please! Can you imagine the pollution pumping out of
12 lanes underground going through Denver, no thanks.
Like · Reply · October 3 at 5:01am

Aj Leatherman Denver traffic planning is 15+ years behind it's needs! Doing
something is better than nothing. But I25+I70 West-out of control...only 4 lanes
around a city the size of Denver? Seems like no planning to me! Who controls
this? Where's the money going? Too many years of talking and no action...!
Politics.
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Like · Reply · October 2 at 10:51pm

Gary Welch These are the same jerk offs that sold us out to the Australians
for the next 50 years. And under the radar I might add!
Like · Reply · October 2 at 9:10pm

Kent Arnold I'm for whatever works as a compromise to satisfy everybody. I
agree unanimous against any tolls! We pay enough taxes or need to get by
with less! Thank you
Like · Reply · October 2 at 6:55pm

Malik Howlett Doescdot hire certified flaggers and felons
Like · Reply · October 2 at 12:15am

Clint Carpenter en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Dig
That video is a bunch of liberal utopian propaganda...in reality Boston's big dig
project is a perfect example of what taxpayers really get with this type of
project

Like · Reply · October 1 at 12:34pm

Big Dig - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The Central Artery/Tunnel Project (CA/T), known
unofficially as the Big Dig, was a megaproject in...

EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG

Clint Carpenter Calirado! It's time to move to the western slope!
Like · Reply · October 1 at 12:10pm

John Kenyon When we had a simple tunnel for stapleton runways people
were involved in an accident almost every day. That was an 800' tunnel. What
makes you think the motoring public can negotiate a mile and a half.

Also, where do we go when the road needs to be widened again in the futur
Like · Reply · October 1 at 9:33am

Mike Hurley CDOT defines public sector incompetence like I've never seen;
and I'm form NY, who wrote the book on that. Did my tax dollars also pay for
this facebook update?
Like · Reply · September 28 at 2:25pm

Koda Harper I think it could possible be better but who knows tell you try
Like · Reply · September 27 at 4:19pm

Daniel Felzien Think about our capitalistic system and how much money
people could make by opening vehicle shops that transformed from fossil fuel
to hydrogen. Don't mind the fossil fuel lovin' nay sayers. Get'er done!!!
Like · Reply · September 24 at 5:19pm

Paul Rosenthal The HQ is in my district!
Like · Reply · September 18 at 9:50am

Neal Moody I am with everyone else, huh no! CDOT why are you wasting
your money in Denver, when you know for a fact that North of Longmont I-25
needs to be widen! See I think you people just care about Denver and nothing
else when it comes to Hwy's. Apprently you got the money to do this? Instead
of doing this prodject why not widen I-25? Come on!
Like · Reply · September 17 at 7:52pm

Anthony Schumacher Yeah people and revenue in Longmont are
nothing compared to Denver's population and revenue.
Like · September 19 at 8:55am

Write a reply...

Darlene Tango For anyone that didn't really see the proposed changes...

Like · Reply · 1 · September 24 at 7:49am
Darlene Tango Another option:

Like · 1 · September 24 at 7:49am
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Elect Cory Gardner to US Senate
GOTV.NRSC.ORG
Senator Udall has taken Colorado in the wrong
direction!

Jobs Growth And Freedom Fund
www.jobsgrowth.org
It is time our President listened to the American
people! Please tell the nation in your o...
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Write a reply...

Gail Thomas I don't drive for medical reasons but my family is very impressed
and think that it's a job well done!
Like · Reply · October 26 at 9:10pm

Write a comment...
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Comments and Questions from the I70 Public meeting 10/22/2014, hosted by CW Ortega, Montero, 
Brooks, Sen Williams, Rep Duran, Sen Guzman & Rep McCann 

x During construction, will I-70 be cut off? 

x Cover—how long will it be, what will be done about drainage/flooding, ventilation, maintenance 

of cover, funding for maintenance 

x Alternative proposal (re-route), what is CDOTS objection/ What is cost/ have not studied 

x Need more understanding of the basis of congestion and traffic, millennials are driving less, is 

for today or tomorrow, what about use of mass transit, Id like the dollars to supplement mass 

transit instead of large highway 

x Why  isn’t  CDOT  here/ Seems like there are holes in the conversation, things not disclosed?  

x Worried about impact on Downing Street and surrounding neighborhood because of closing on 

York…  How  will  highway  closure  impact  local  traffic?     
x Putting in comments to CDOT for years, we said we wanted 8 lanes and we got 10 lanes 

x Petroleum tankers on highway during rush hour—non-hazardous materials should not be in the 

corridor 

x In EIS it  says  1,000  crashes  per  year,  20%  daily  traffic  is  heavy  vehicle  ‘big  rigs”  safe  with  crashes  
and heavy vehicle traffic.  How can we get accident reduction?  

x All regional traffic should not be put on I-70 

x CDOT should be here, too much misinformation or lack of information 

x SDEIS Missing amount of businesses and homes that will be taken, How can we have heavy 

industrial and trucks moving through here, the proximity to school, reducing the width of the 

highway should include reducing frontage roads also 

x In reroute alternative, would be no adjacent neighborhoods/homes, numbers are wrong for cost 

estimates 

x  Hear a lot of people against the proposal, can’t see how the city can continue with these 

hesitations, children health is at risk, older people at risk 

x How  will  we  go  North  and  South  without  York  and  Vasquez?    I  don’t  use  Colorado  Blvd.     
x Have been people talking about since 2007 and people are again expansion, how has CDOT not 

spoken to more stakeholders about this?   

x Transparency and Funding are our main concerns (League of Women Voters) If federal funds are 

being  cut  and  not  going  to  the  project  it  comes  back  to  State  and  City.    We  don’t  want  to  see  a  
loss of AAA rating.  Is transparency gone after public comment, not pleased with the process, 

the agenda here is not for the people of Denver or the people of Colorado 

x Concern for Elyria neighborhood, Swansea School, not mitigation (on air quality, ventilation) to 

the school would be devastating, expansion of the EIS would just delay mitigations, the cap is an 

amenity to the neighborhood—but  need  cap  for  the  cap  “greenhouse  lid”,  forcing  everyone  to  
drive additional miles via the reroute is bad for environment, we should have a transportation 

management agency to figure out a loop bus and maintenance for the lid 

x Reasons not needed 

o People driving less 
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o Environmentally irresponsible 

o Digging into contaminated soil 

o Would cost less if at grade 

Public Works is acting as shield for CDOT, Concerns about Ice in shadow of lowered highway 

x What position is City Council going to take?  How will represent concerns?  How does Denver 

weigh in?  

x Construction & contracts = bread and butter, why are we wasting our time complaining?  CDOT 

is moving forward--we should comment but will take a lot of support to stop train on tracks—
closing intersections on highway will not be good for neighborhood traffic 

x Not talking about alternative route (city or CDOT) CDOT is going to  “do  its  thing”  
confusing/conflicting proposals, should be another comment period, the funding is another 

question 

x BIG Agency (CDOT) is not listening, Title 6 violations, most people are Latino/black, been same 

thing for 2 years, should do lawsuit, this needs to be mitigated, neighborhood needs a strategy 

x Not true that it is a done deal.  46
th

 is owned by city and SB228 give leverage, CDOT says 

“community  supports”  but  not  true 

x Modifications East of here between Holly and Dalia? 

x Important to talk about building wealth in the community, and in these communities peoples 

wealth is in their homes.  Highway could bring gentrification.  Want input and to be at the table.   

x In example of lowered 12 lane highway in Ca, commerce died on 1 side of highway because so 

wide,  took  away  green  space  &  trees,  deck  was  sickening  to  drive  through,  you  don’t  want  a  
cover without ventilation 

x As a planning engineer, I have questions about what is going to happen?  What is the long long 

term plan?  Most important thing for City Council to consider.  What about Tower road area 

impact? 

x CDOT has defined the problem too narrowly, replace bridge became widen, then when 

community upset,  put  a  lid  on  it…  should  consider  all  options 
x We need to organize and take legal route 

x Who is the watchdog for CDOT taking comments?  

x At CDOT meetings, part comments became record.  What will happen with these notes?  

(submit individual comments) need better understanding of what CDOT will do with all the 

comments, what role will they play? 

x There was a petition in 2005 to tunnel HW regarding the negative impact to Swansea school 

(noise air pollution) included Vented air pollution. Is acceptable to have no mitigation to 

Swansea school?  Going to keep our kids indefinitely without mitigation?   

x 1300 people have signed petition to get the reroute studied, should be looking at whole region 
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Attached to this e-mail are several attachments for inclusion in the 
public comments. 
 
First, is the letter sent by The President of the Clayton Neighborhood 
Assn [RNO] to CDOT. The e-mail trail is below from a couple days ago. 
 
Second, are three more letters: Berkeley Regis United Neighbors, INC and 
Clayton [duplicated] 
 
Third, is one from the American Institute of Architects. 
 
Forth, is one from UCAN. 
 
It is my understanding that Sunnyside, Park Hill and West Highlands RNOs 
have also sent letters requesting that CDOT perform a Supplemental EIS on 
the I-270/I-76 re-route alternative. 
 
Regards, 
 
Steve Kinney 
4876 Tennyson St 
Denver CO 80212 
303-475-8200 
Steve@SKinneyProperty.com 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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On 10/28/14, 9:16 PM, "Clayton United" 
<claytonneighborhooddenver@gmail.com 
> wrote: 
 
>Hello, 
> 
>Thank you for your time.  I would like to forward the letter attached to 
>you for the official comment record.  Its creation was voted on and 
>approved by the membership of Clayton United, a Denver RNO representing
>the area from 40th to MLK and York to Colorado. 
> 
>Thank you, 
> 
>John Riecke 
>President, Clayton United 
> 
 

Attachments: 

I-70 Re-Route Option Letter.pdf 105 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

img-X30111512-0001[4].pdf 126 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

A AIA Letter.pdf 563 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download

A UCAN Letter of Support.pdf 117 k  [ application/pdf ]  Download
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Sep 24, 2013
Mr. Don Hunt, Executive Director, Colorado Department of Transportation The Honorable Michael 
B. Hancock, Mayor, City and County of Denver

Re: I-70 Re-route Study

Dear Mayor Hancock and CDOT Executive Director Hunt:

Clayton United is one of two RNOs representing the Clayton neighborhood in Denver.  Our mission 
is to bring neighbors together and create a place where new relationships can be built.  We do this in 
service of creating a strong, connected and caring community in our small piece of Denver.

Clayton United recently heard from representatives of a group of concerned citizens about the 
planned rebuild of I-70 which raised questions as to whether or not a re-route of I-70 along the 
alignment of I-76 and I-270 has been fully studied as a possible alternative.

The membership voted to request that a I-70 re-route option along the I-76 and I-270 path be given a 
thorough study as part of an EIS or Supplemental EIS, and that a comprehensive Health Impact 
Assessment be conducted and its results considered in the final decision.

Although Clayton United has taken no position as to the best alternative for I-70, considerable 
ongoing community interest in fully exploring this reroute option should be acknowledged and 
appropriately considered.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter that is of great importance to the northern portion of 
Denver and to the metro region generally.

Respectfully,

John Riecke

President, Clayton United

    https://www.facebook.com/groups/claytonneighborhood80205/

CLAYTON UNITED
Community Moving Forward

https://www.facebook.com/groups/claytonneighborhood80205/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/claytonneighborhood80205/
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UNITED COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK of METRO DENVER 
4653 High St., Denver, CO 80216-2816 

UCANMetroDenver@gmail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
UCAN Metro Denver: Statement on I-70 

The 1964 placement of the I-70 viaduct cutting through the heart of the Denver neighborhoods of Elyria, 
Swansea, and Globeville (ESG) is generally understood to be an abomination imposed on these neighborhoods 
in a manner that would not be allowed under today’s rules and standards.  It was NOT the intent of President 
Eisenhower’s long-championed Federal-Aid Highway Act, signed in 1956, to run interstate highways through cities, 
dividing neighborhoods from themselves and creating environmental hazards that would extend for generations.   

Yet, this is precisely what occurred when I-70 was routed through ESG, and the destructive effects of the I-70 
viaduct continue to be felt in these neighborhoods today. 
 
Now, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) has determined that this stretch of I-70 must be replaced, 
and the City of Denver must work with CDOT to find a solution for what is to be done with the aging viaduct still 
cutting through ESG.  
 
This would seem to be an ideal opportunity for the City of Denver and CDOT to reverse past mistakes, and rise to 
find a solution for the 21st Century, enlightened by a new vision of the interrelation between urban planning and 
transportation.  

But, in a process that is well into its tenth  year, CDOT and the City of Denver have made plans and presented them 
to the ESG community with virtually no input from the residents whose health, property values, and lives are most 
immediately and most significantly impacted by ANY  I-70 solution. 

While CDOT has convened public meetings, the public “discussion” so far of I-70 through these neighborhoods has 
been controlled by interests that have pushed aside the residents’ concerns and perspectives.  The point-of-view of 
the residents has been side-lined, minimized, or utterly absent. Over the last 10 years, CDOT and the City of Denver 
have made plans and presented them to the residents as if to say “this is what you get: what do you think?” 

As residents, property owners, and taxpayers in the City of Denver, we had expected the city to advocate for the 
neighborhoods for the best possible solution to I-70.  However, strong efforts by residents to appeal to the Mayor’s 
Office have been met with a wall of intransigence and blind adherence to CDOT’s highly questionable analyses and 
positions.  The Mayor’s office has frequently behaved as a toady to CDOT on the issue of I-70.  Appeals to other city 
officials have typically elicited a tepid response to an issue that evokes great passion among residents of ESG. 

Furthermore, in the I-70 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), no proper health study was performed.  Because of 
the serious yet unknown health impacts to the neighborhoods, it is ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY that a comprehensive 
HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT (HIA) be conducted and integrated along with the I-70 EIS before ANY decision 
regarding I-70 is made.  UCAN’s Board of Directors has initiated a broad, resident-led effort in pursuit of a 
comprehensive HIA in regard to I-70 and the larger environmental issues in North Denver. 

Going forward, we demand that the city no longer continue its passive role in pursuit of a solution for I-70, 
but become an ADVOCATE for the optimum well-being of residents in ESG and the future of Denver as a whole. 
 
We appeal to all public officials and concerned citizens at all levels to work openly, honestly, and in earnest to find 
the best possible 21st Century solution for the neighborhoods of Elyria, Swansea, Globeville; the City of Denver; 
and the region.       
                                                                                                UCAN Metro Denver, by unanimous consent 
                                                                                                                              May 18, 2013 
                                   UCAN Metro Denver is a non-profit, registered neighborhood organization 
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From Unite North Metro Denver¹s website: 
http://unitenorthmetrodenver.com/70-reroute-myths-realities/ 
 
There are many misconceptions that surround CDOT¹s impending reconstruction
of the I-70 reroute. This post lists these misconceptions, and addresses 
them by telling the real story. 
Myth: It is too late to study the possibility of removing I-70 from Denver 
and rerouting it along the I-270/I-76 corridor. The decision has already 
been made to do the below grade highway widening. The train has already left 
the station. 
Reality: The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) has just published 
a Draft Supplemental EIS on the below grade option. The Record of Decision 
(the final decision) won¹t be made until 2015 at the earliest and 
construction won¹t begin until at least 2016. Until then other alternatives 
are still on the table. 
Myth: A decision has to be made quickly because the I-70 viaduct is 
deteriorating and may be unsafe. 
Reality: The Draft Supplemental EIS rates the Viaduct at a 62 on the scale 
of Colorado bridges. According to ³Your CDOT Dollar² a bridges rated 62, 
³require preservation-focused maintenance or occasional corrective 
rehabilitation work.² In 2011 CDOT spent $24m on repairs to the viaduct 
which ³Provided an estimated 10-15 yrs. of structure life.² That means that 
the viaduct is perfectly safe until at least 2021 and probably until 2026, 
and its life could be extended even longer at a very small cost. 
Myth: A decision has to be made quickly because we have been studying this 
issue for 10 years and now it is just time to build. 
Reality: Just as the decision to initially locate I-70 in Denver in the 
1960s affected the City for the next half century, this decision will 
determine how the northern half of Denver will develop for the next half 
century. In fact, if a private sector partner is engaged to build the 
highway (a Public-Private-Partnership) a long-term contract will be signed 
to retain the right-of-way to allow that company to make a profit. For the 
sake of Globeville, Elyria, Swansea and the entire northern metropolitan 
region, it is more important to make the right decision than to make a hasty 
decision. 
Myth: We have to expand the highway to 10 lanes to deal with highway 
congestion today. 
Reality: According to CDOT the purpose of the new toll lanes is not 
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primarily to relieve congestion. It is to provide a ³reliable trip² for 
people in the toll lanes. They define a reliable trip as an average speed to 
45 mph. In order to accomplish this, when highway traffic increases they 
will increase tolls, forcing more cars into the general purpose lanes, 
increasing congestion in those lanes to maintain a smooth ride for those who 
can afford the tolls. This transfers wealth from the general public who paid 
for the highway, and the people living along it who bear its negative 
effects, to rich people riding in the ³lexis lanes². 
Myth: We have to expand the highway to 10 lanes to deal with increased 
highway traffic in the future. 
Reality: Between 2005 and 2011 annual per person vehicles miles traveled 
declined 11.4% in Colorado. Because of an aging population, changing driving 
habits among young people, more people working from home, increased 
urbanization and greater use of public transportation people are driving 
less each year. Moreover, because of better technology the capacity of 
existing highways is increasing. A study at Columbia University estimates 
that within 75 years current highways can safely transport almost three 
times as many cars. Widening highways is thinking for the past century, not 
the next century. It wastes taxpayers¹ dollars. 
Myth: Studying rerouting I-70 along I-270/I-76 would require a full new 
Environmental Impact Statement and would delay the project by 5 to 10 years. 
Reality: The I-270/I-76 reroute was one of the multiple alternatives 
proposed by CDOT in 2003. It was summarily dismissed, but I-270 was always 
considered part of the study corridor. In fact, CDOT held outreach meetings 
in Adams County as late as November of 2012 seeking to convince people there
that placing the highway along I-270 would not be in their interest. As a 
result, examining the I-270/I-76 alternative would be no different than what 
CDOT did when it examined the below grade option after initially rejecting 
it as part of its 2008 EIS. It would only require a Supplemental EIS which 
experts in the field estimate would not take longer than 9 to 12 months, and 
which would not cost more than $1m. 
Myth: The I-270/I-76 reroute was studied and rejected by CDOT in 2003, and 
was studied and rejected again in 2008. 
Reality: The Colorado Department of Transportation has repeatedly been asked 
to produce any studies of the full reroute that have been done. They have 
consistently been unable or unwilling to do so. 
Myth: The I-270/I-76 reroute was presented to the PACT of stakeholders and 
to members of the Globeville, Elyria, and Swansea communities at outreach 
meetings and was rejected by them. 
Reality: The PACT was specifically prohibited from considering the full 
reroute. The only reroute that was submitted to the PACT and to community 
members would have begun east of I-25 and cut through the heart of Elyria to 
intersect I-270. It would have done irreparable harm to the community and 
was rightly rejected, but it was very different from the full reroute. In 
fact, according to Denver City Councilperson Paul Lopez, when community 
members throughout East Denver were surveyed by CDOT in 2003 their first 
preference was for I-70 to be removed. 
Myth: The I-270/I-76 reroute was rejected by CDOT because a cost analysis 
was done and it was found to be too expensive. It would cost $4.35b. 
Reality: a document provided by CDOT in response to inquiries states, ³Cost 
estimates typically are not prepared for eliminated alternatives.² The 
$4.35b number is a ³high level cost estimate² prepared in response to 
questions. It has been rejected as grossly elevated by several experts who 
place the realistic cost as between $500m and $1b, about one-half the cost 
of the below grade option. And, this figure does not include the savings 
from not having to reconstruct and widen I-270 after the I-70 below grade 
option is completed; something that CDOT has already promised Adams County.
Myth: The below grade option isn¹t perfect, but it will improve conditions 
in Globeville, Elyria and Swansea over what currently exists. 
Realty: A survey of 15 real estate brokers who work across north Denver 
estimates that if the below grade option is completed and the highway is 
widened, it will decrease property values in Globeville, Elyria and Swansea 
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by an average of 6.85%. It will increase the isolation of those living north 
of the highway by tripling the north-south division to over 300 feet, by 
reducing the number of north-south cross streets from fourteen to six, and 
by erecting 8 to 14 foot sound barrier/safety walls in residential areas. In 
contrast, according to the realtors, rerouting the highway would increase 
property values by an average of 24%. 
Myth: CDOT¹s plan for the below grade option adequately mitigates the effect 
of the highway at Swansea Elementary School. 
Reality: The Environmental Protection Agency¹s School Siting Standards 
recommend that no school be located within a half mile of an Interstate 
highway. California outlaws new schools being constructed within 500 feet of 
a major highway. The only mitigation that CDOT has offered to this point is 
to move the playground to the other side of the school, install soundproof 
doors and windows, improve the internal ventilation and construct two new 
classrooms. This is wholly inadequate to protect the health of the children. 
Myth: Rerouting the highway will result in deterioration of the neighborhood 
by replacing it with a busy surface level road similar to Colorado Boulevard 
or Santa Fe Boulevard. 
Reality: Nobody is proposing simply removing the highway and installing a 
surface level boulevard. In each of the numerous cities that have 
successfully removed highways, the removal has been accompanied by planning
to improve the traffic grid and to support the creation of alternative 
transportation modalities such as biking and mass transit. In every other 
city that has removed a highway it has resulted in less traffic congestion. 
Myth: Rerouting I-70 would flood I-270 and I-76 with over 400,000 cars per 
day. 
Reality: CDOT¹s own projections for the reroute are for a maximum of 140,000 
Average Daily Traffic on I-270 and 125,000 ADT on I-76. Estimates above that 
are simply scare tactics which double count the cars that would be on the 
rerouted highway and the surface boulevard, and which do not contemplate any 
planning to improve other routes. 
Myth: Rerouting the highway is just another case of NIMBY. It would be 
detrimental to Adams County and Jefferson County. 
Reality: According to numerous developers who have interests in Adams and 
Jefferson Counties, a state-of-the-art highway such as currently exists 
through Vail, Glenwood Canyon or T-Rex would substantially increase property 
values along I-270 and I-76 by changing the image of the southern part of 
those counties. It would promote the type of office and light industrial 
development that belongs along an interstate highway such as that which 
currently exists at the Tech Center and Interlocken. 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
4876 Tennyson St 
Denver CO 80212 
Steve@SKinneyProperty.com 
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Another comment: 
 
Does it not seem presumptuous to be meetings with prospective contractors 
and prospective financing partners before the SDEIS is closed? I think this 
should come only after the ROD has been issued, and certainly not within the 
public comment period of the SDEIS.   It sends an unfair and inappropriate 
message to the public that the decision about the project proceeding has 
been made. It sends a message that the decision about the location and size 
of the project has already been made. Those decisions absolutely have not 
yet been made.    
 
Literally hundreds of time in the past 18 months, I have heard these 
messages like these: 
* I thought that this was a done deal 
* That train has already left the station 
* This is too late, they are already proceeding 
* Look at the signs on the my friend¹s old house, they¹ve already purchased 
homes, you can¹t change what they are doing now 
* There is no way you guys can get them to do anything different, you¹re 
crazy 
* You think that they listen to any of us? They don¹t.  They just want you 
to think they do by offering you cookies to come to their meetings to show 
that they talked to someone 
 
Until an ROD has been issued, not only are these meetings a waste of time, 
they are terribly inappropriate because they are compromising the public 
comment process.   I am certain people chose to not make a public comment, 
because they think its already too late.  Not acceptable! 
 
 
From:  Steve Kinney <steve@skinneyproperty.com 
> 
Date:  Friday, October 31, 2014 at 3:48 PM 
To:  "Aldretti, Susan K - City Council Operations" 
<Susan.Aldretti@denvergov.org 
> 
Subject:  Re: Town Hall to Discuss I-70 Financing 
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Thank you Susan for updating me. 
 
I'm curious if anyone besides me is asking if this feels premature?   It 
seems to me that we should know what the plan is before they start planning 
financing. I hope and expect that the plan on the table is not the plan that 
comes to fruition.  Too bad the outreach efforts to the communities isn¹t as 
good as the outreach appears to be to the contractors and and potential PPP 
partners.  
 
Regards, 
 
SK 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine 
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
 
 
From:  "Aldretti, Susan K - City Council Operations" 
<Susan.Aldretti@denvergov.org 
> 
Date:  Friday, October 31, 2014 at 1:06 PM 
To:  Steve Kinney <steve@skinneyproperty.com 
> 
Subject:  Town Hall to Discuss I-70 Financing 
 
As a participant in Councilwoman Ortega¹s recent public meetings concerning 
I-70, she wanted to make sure you know about a town hall meeting to discuss 
financing of the project.  The meeting will be held next Wednesday, November 
5 at Swansea Recreation Center, 2650 E. 49th Ave from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. 
  
The High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) has been exploring 
private investment to finance and accelerate improvements to I-70 from Tower 
Road to I-25.  Representatives of HPTE, the Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) and the I-70 East team will discuss the process for 
finding the right private partner for I-70 East and to highlight elements of 
a possible Request for Qualifications.  A ³Request for Qualifications² 
describes the project. Companies or teams of companies respond by submitting
their qualifications to be considered for the project.  You will be able to 
ask questions and provide input at the meeting.  If you cannot attend the 
meaning you can learn more about HPTE and provide input by visiting 
www.cdotexpresslanes.onfo <http://www.cdotexpresslanes.onfo> . 
 
Susan Aldretti  
Council Aide 
Councilwoman At-Large Debbie Ortega 
Denver City Council 
1437 Bannock Street, Room 492 
Denver, CO  80202 
720.337.7713 <tel:720.865.9083>  Phone | 720-337-7728 Direct Line 
susan.aldretti@denvergov.org 
 
  
 
 
Comment from: 
 
Steve Kinney 
4876 Tennyson St 
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Denver, CO 80212 
Steve@SkinneyProperty.com 
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Reference Section 4.3.2, page 4-41 Vehicle hours expensed traveling. A 
similar model should be done for the re-route alternative plus with a 
six-lane boulevard while appropriately factoring-in the displacement of 
traffic to other modes and alternative routes. 
  
Where is the reference to the differences in VHT [or TWWSIICT (time wasted 
while sitting in infuriating construction traffic) for the differences 
between this proposal and a re-route, that allows the alternatives to be 
improved/expanded before the viaduct changes occur?  The PCLA will 
logistically be the most complex, unsafe and difficult transportation 
project ever undertaken in metro-Denver taking the freeway from elevated to 
grade, and then from grade to inside the trench, all while keeping the route 
openŠ 
  
Exhibits 2-3 and 4-38 may not representing ³existing" travel times 
correctly. Unless including weekends, these times appear lower than actual. 
Do these projection numbers take into account the following: 
€   Three new light rail lines, with the East Corridor being most important. 
If so, at RTD¹s projected #s?  What about their scalable #s? 
€   I-270 planned improvements, per DRCOG¹s plans and the expansion Denver
CW Montero  says will occur prior to the project commencing 
€   Current actual/real trends in fewer #s of vehicle miles per year being 
driven [not using #s that are five years old]? 
€   Trends such as computer-controlled cars  which are expected to increase 
capacity of roadways ? 
€   Trends regarding fuel price increases and what those do to miles driven? 
 
  
  
 
From an economic development perspective, the following communities have 
moderate-to-great economic development opportunities with a re-route onto 
I-76 & I-270: Denver, Unincorporated Adams County, Incorporated Jefferson 
County, Arvada. Has any person or organization looked at these potential 
benefits & advised them? 
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Section 4.1, exhibit 4-5 and many of the assumptions made in Section 4 
doesn¹t take into account the three light rail lines that are underway, one 
of which is two years from completion.  This is not proper presentation of 
the facts. 
  
Do these two:  
·     ³Typically, individual segments of I-70 will experience an increase in 
directional daily volumes of between 20 percent and 40 percent compared to 
existing conditions [presumably comparing to 2035] 
 
·     Does exhibit 4-23 to 4-26 [and many other references and illustrations 
in Section 4  
 
factor in the following: 
€               Three new light rail lines, with the East Corridor being 
most important. If so, at RTD¹s projected #s? 
€               I-270 planned improvements? 
€               Current actual/real trends in fewer #s of vehicle miles per 
year being driven [not using #s that are five years old]. 
€               Trends such as computer-controlled cars  which are expected 
to increase capacity of roadways 
€               Trends regarding fuel price increases and what those do to 
miles driven  
If so, please discuss. If they do not factor-in those elements [plus others, 
which transportation engineers and urban planners should be aware of], they 
need to, or its mischaracterizing the situation. 
 
  
  
Environmental Justice: 
Section 4.1.3, page 4-15: ³Higher speeds, or lower levels of congestion, 
result in shorter travel times, or better mobility. Speed also can reduce 
safety on a facilityŠ²  Does this not beg for the ³facility² that is within 
and adjacent to many communities to be a boulevard, not a freeway? 
  
Is the only objective here higher speeds on the freeway?  If so, is commuter 
and potentially community safety is compromised?  Additionally, doesn¹t 
increased capacity and additional speed causes more pollutants to be emitted 
into the adjacent communities? 
  
Section 4.1.3, page 4-18 Existing east-west local street volumes paragraphs 
and Exhibit 4-16 and specifically: ³As I-70 becomes congested, motorists may 
decide to use parallel local streets to complete east-west trips within the 
sub-area.² This suggests to me that displacing some volume onto other routes 
is a bad thing.   
  
Why does CDOT not think that its appropriate to find a way so that the 
I-70-adjacent communities are not bearing the burden of all of the 
pollution?  A few incredibly-important points are missing here include: 
€   More commuters will chose to ride a bicycle, ride light rail or 
participate in a ride-share 
€   Trips will be combined or done at off-peak times so that there is more 
efficiency 
€   Some trips will simply be eliminated 
€   Some businesses along the parallel local streets will benefit from 
additional traffic 
  
Many sections of the Elyria, Swansea and Globeville neighborhoods don¹t 
currently have sidewalks.   On page 4-6, there is a reference to Denver¹s 
Sidewalk Policy and the owner¹s responsibility to arrange for repairs. Is 
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this document suggesting that all homeowners must now install sidewalks? 
Will those incredibly-unfortunate homeowners who will be living next to the 
service roads be required to maintain those new sidewalks, including snow 
removal/splash-back/snowplow mess and clean-up from thousands of trucks 
passing-by daily? 
  
Reference Section 4.4, page 4-51: ³the removal of the York Street 
interchange in all Build Alternatives and changes to the Steele Street and 
Colorado Boulevard interchanges will have an adverse impact on circulation 
and an increase in truck traffic on some of the local streets in the 
vicinity of these changes 
 
  
  
Section 4.3.2, page 4-35: Future I-70 Speeds  Are the CDOT engineers and 
traffic modeling experts familiar with the concept entitled "Induced 
Demand²?  Are these factors accounted for in the speed study?: 
Same question for Section 4.3.2, page 4-40 VMT 
€   More commuters to chose ride a bicycle, ride light rail or participate 
in a ride-share 
€   Trips will be combined or done at off-peak times so that there is more 
efficiency 
€   Some trips will simply be eliminated 
€   Some businesses along the parallel local streets will benefit from 
additional traffic 
Is speed our only criteria for improvement? 
 
  
  
Weather implications: 
Reference Section 4.1: ³Colfax is the only roadway other than I-70 that 
provides continuous east-west connectivity through the study area from I-25 
to Tower Road².  Colfax should be in the study area, but, it appears to me 
to not be within the ³study area², but this statement reiterates a very big 
concern that weather related events, like the 100-year storm in September 
2013 most-likely would have rendered this emergency evacuation route 
unusable, no?  Worse, it probably would have caused life-threatening danger 
for people stuck in the flooded. 
 
  
  
Fair representation 
  
Reference ES3: ³structurally deficient².  Really? 
2.1, 2.5.1 notes the viaduct being rated as a ³44²  why reference the ³44² 
rating if its now a ³62².  What is the rating as of the date of the 
publication of the SDEIS and today? Please share the scale definitions. 
[CDOT & your dollars study] 
 
  
  
Reference Section 3.5: and the letter from Don Hunt to Dennis Gallagher, 
answering questions [attached to this e-mail], why does CDOT suggest that 
I-270 and I-76 would need to be 16 lanes?  Based upon the response to 
another question in that letter, if only 40% of the traffic were to move to 
those facilities, wouldn¹t eight lanes probably be sufficient? 
 
  
  
Constructor Safety 
  
This proposed project is immensely complicated, correct?  Do worker safety 

Page 3 of 4Webmail

12/30/2014https://webmail1.web.com/src/read_body.php?passed_id=664&mailbox=INBOX.INBOX...

WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000812



issues & risk of injury and/or of death not increase when the project is 
more complicated?  A re-route onto I-270 & I-76 is very simple.  Mostly 
at-grade, mostly clean [uncontaminated] soil, mostly in a wide right of way, 
the ability to be better-protected from traffic, little or no cave-in fear 
as with the trench.  Please, for the safety of the construction worker, 
study the 270/76 re-route! 
  
  
Before proceeding with an ROD, it is absolutely necessary to fully-evaluate 
the I-270 and I-76 re-route 
  
For those of you reviewing this thank you very much for all that you are 
doing.  
  
Steve Kinney 
4876 Tennyson St 
Denver, CO 80212 
Steve@skinneyproperty.com 
 
 
 
 
Steve Kinney 
RE/MAX Professionals  City Properties 
303.475.8200 [cell] 
Recognized in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 by Denver's 5280 Magazine 
among Denver's 5-STAR Residential Real Estate Brokers. 
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4201 E. Arkansas Ave, Suite 262, Denver, CO 80222 P 303.757.9201 F 303.757.9656 www.coloradodot.Info

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 17, 2014 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Gallagher: 
 
I appreciate you taking the time to develop a list of questions regarding CDOT’s proposed I-70 East 
reconstruction project.  The attached responses have been reviewed by the Federal Highway 
Administration, CDOT’s partner in this work.  Responses to your additional questions, submitted Monday, 
July 14, will be provided by the end of the month. 
 
I look forward to our continued dialogue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Don Hunt 
Executive Director 
 

4201 East Arkansas Ave, Suite 262 
Denver, CO 80222 
 

Dennis Gallagher, Auditor 
City and County of Denver 
201 West Colfax Avenue, Dept. 705 
Denver, CO 80202 

WHIT9617
Typewritten Text

WHIT9617
Typewritten Text
000812



1. What transportation enhancements can be accomplished within the current I-70 
footprint (approximately 118 feet) to improve mobility accessibility without removing 
any homes or families? 
The I-70 East viaduct is a 50-year old structure and is considered a ―poor‖ bridge by 
state engineering standards.  The viaduct has sub-standard lane widths and two feet 
shoulders, providing no room for accident recovery or breakdowns.  Under these 
conditions, there are no transportation enhancements readily available to the 
Department to improve traffic flow or prevent the current backups resulting from 
congestion, accidents, or breakdowns.  For these reasons, the ―no build‖ scenario 
included in the I-70 East Environmental Impact Statement (typically a no-action 
alternative) includes full reconstruction of the viaduct, including widening to 
accommodate standard lane widths and shoulders.  Therefore no enhancements can 
be accomplished to improve mobility accessibility without removing any homes or 
families. 

 
2. What is the actual size – total width – of the CDOT proposed I-70 expansion 

INCLUDING all service roads? 
The width of the highway under consideration in the EIS varies along the 12 miles 
between Brighton Boulevard and Tower Road.  The variable width is due to required 
items such as ramps, auxiliary lanes, and service roads which do not exist at all 
locations.  The minimum width of I-70 is approximately 175 feet which does not 
include ramps, auxiliary lanes, and service roads.  The maximum width of the 
improved facility is approximately 315 feet which includes auxiliary lanes, services 
roads, ramps, and ramp retaining walls.   

 
3. How many homes and businesses will be taken out by the CDOT proposal? 

The current preliminarily identified preferred alternative to replace the viaduct with 
a lowered and partially covered highway would result in the acquisition of 53 
households and 17 businesses between Brighton Boulevard and Tower Road. 

 
4. What deviations and variations to AASHTO have already been used by CDOT and other 

governmental entities around the country in urban areas? 
A detailed list of any and all variances to the 2011 (6th edition) AASHTO Green Book  
and AASHTO’s Policy on Design Standards Intestate System used by CDOT and other 
governmental entities around the country in urban areas would be extremely lengthy 
and difficult to compile, as each variances to the 13 controlling criteria on the 
Interstate System is evaluated on its technical merit by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) - and what is applicable in one location is not always 
applicable in another. 

 
a. Why have no variations of AASHTO been included in the CDOT proposal to mitigate 
the footprint? 
Currently CDOT’s proposal would utilize two variances in the PCL section, including a 
variance to the width of the inside shoulder in the lowered section.   At this time 
FHWA has tentatively agreed with the variations but have not yet formally approved 
them.  Additionally, since the I-70 East Project requires full reconstruction and is still 
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in the NEPA phase, the Colorado Division of the FHWA has directed CDOT to do its 
analysis of the all alternatives in full compliance with the AASHTO Standards unless 
there are exceptional circumstances to why CDOT cannot meet the standards.  The 
design exception is based on an evaluation of the context for the facility, needs of all 
the various project users, safety, mobility, environmental impacts, project cost, cost 
differential of meeting the standards, and other impacts.  
 
Typical project conditions that may warrant an exception include: 

 Extreme difficulty or high cost of obtaining right-of-way 

 Cost of construction 

 Unavoidable or unmitigatable environmental impacts with exceptional 

circumstances  

 The preservation of historic or scenic values of a location with exceptional State 

or National significance 

 
5. What exactly is covered in the $1.8 billion price tag? 

The $1.8B estimate includes the full project build-out from I-25 to Tower Road.  This 
includes the cost of the PCL alternative and two additional express toll lanes in each 
direction for the length of the project. 

 
a. The Denver Post writes about the I-25 to Tower expansion plan, but CDOT has 
only provided specific detailing on its plans for the I-25 to Colorado I-70 
expansion. Are different plans being shown to different people or is the Denver 
Post mistaken? 
The I-70 East Environmental Impact Statement encompasses approximately 12 
miles of I-70 East between I-25 and Tower Road.  This is the total study area.  
Because of the interest in and impacts to the Swansea-Elyria neighborhoods, 
CDOT has focused much of its recent outreach viaduct portion of the project 
where the new alternative is.  In addition, the poor structural condition of the 
viaduct requires that we prioritize the viaduct as the first phase of the project to 
receive funding and go to construction. 
 
However, all public meetings on the project have included designs for the full 
project to Tower Road and this information is included on the project website. 

 
b. What is the comprehensive plan for I-70 between I-25 and Tower Road? 
The preferred alternative in the EIS includes full reconstruction of the interstate 
and the construction of two additional express toll lanes in each direction 
between Brighton Boulevard and Tower Road.  It also includes the PCL alternative 
for the viaduct portion of the project. 

 
6. MetroVision 2035 shows expansion of I-270 as well as I-70 – yes or no? 

Yes. 
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7. What are the projected number of lanes and specific costs calculations for both I-70 
and I-270 included in MetroVision 2035? 
MetroVision 2035 does not include the full project being studied in the I-70 East EIS.  
The 2040 plan will reflect the full project. MetroVision 2035 includes: 

 I-70 viaduct replacement (partial; no new lanes) from Brighton Boulevard 
to Colorado Boulevard; $256 million 

 I-70 widening from I-270 to Havana Street, 1 lane in each direction; $166 
million 

 I-270 widening from Vasquez Boulevard to Quebec Street, 1 lane in each 
direction; $49 million 
 

8. In a League of Women Voters (LMV) forum, CDOT’s financing statements and its math 
for the I-270 expansion number were questioned. Please respond in detail to the LWV 
allegations including the alleged math mistakes and ―double billing‖ for 
enhancements to I-270. 
CDOT did not attend the LWV forum and thus is not aware of what was presented at 
this forum.  In previous conversations with the LWV representatives, CDOT has noted 
that funding identified in the 2035 MetroVision plan for I-270 does not constitute 
―double-billing‖ when arriving at an estimate for rerouting I-70 along I-270 as such a 
reroute would have to occur in the very near term to address the structural concerns 
of the viaduct.  While subtracting the cost of long-term I-270 improvements 
identified for 2035 doesn’t make sense in this context neither does it make a 
substantial difference to the estimated $3.5-$4B cost to move the interstate. 
 

9. What is the impact to mobility if I-270 is only widened to 8 lanes, rather than the 12 
lane scenario CDOT previously offered? 

a. What analysis has been done on this? 
CDOT has not conducted this analysis.  In order to answer this question, the 
Department would need to conduct detailed traffic analysis; a costly and lengthy 
modeling process.   

 
b. Please provide all analysis and detail. 
CDOT has not conducted this analysis.   

 
c. CDOT refers to I-70 and I-270/76 as ―tandem facilities.‖ Would it not be 
beneficial for CDOT to plan comprehensively and concurrently for both facilities? 
Ideally, yes.  However, limited funding prevents the department from being able 
to fund both studies concurrently. 

 
d. Are managed lanes part of both the I-70 and I-270 proposals? Yes or no? 
Explain. 
CDOT cannot construct managed lanes without an environmental study (e.g. 
Environmental Impact Statement). Express toll lanes (or managed lanes) are part 
of the preferred alternative for I-70 East and have been a part of the study 
process since the beginning.  To date, an environmental study has not been 
completed for I-270. However, CDOT policy requires that managed lanes be 
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evaluated during the study process for all new capacity projects in the metro 
area.  When funding is identified to study I-270, managed lanes will be among the 
considerations of that study. 

 
e. Please address having manages lanes only on I-270 rather than on I-70 and vice 
versa. 
Having managed lanes only on I-270 and not I-70 East is not a likely scenario given 
that the I-70 East corridor is nearing construction while no environmental studies 
have been done for I-270.  While having managed lanes along I-270 would present 
some advantages to the establishment of a managed-lanes network connecting I-
70, I-25N and US36, their absence does not impede the effectiveness of managed 
lanes along I-70 as a traffic management measure. 

 
10. Can CDOT’s I-70 proposal be afforded without the managed lanes? 

Yes.  The funding package currently proposed to construct I-70 East is not based on 
future toll revenues from the project.  Express toll lanes are being proposed 
primarily as a traffic management tool. 
 

11. Is CDOT only looking at managed lanes as a way to finance the project? 
As noted above, CDOT is not looking at managed lanes as a way to finance the I-70 
East project. 

a. What other financing methods have been considered? 
Financing options for I-70 East has been under active consideration by the 
Transportation Commission for the last several months.  The presentations and 
information provided at these meetings is available on CDOT’s website at 
http://www.coloradodot.info/about/transportation-commission/meeting-
agenda.html.   
 
In addition, CDOT has held two public meetings on this topic.  On June 25th, CDOT 
and the High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) held a live telephone 
town hall meeting to solicit input from the public and on July 8th, a public 
meeting was held at Swansea Recreation Center.  Participants were given the 
opportunity to discuss and learn about: 

 Innovations in transportation choice, funding and project delivery 

 How CDOT and HPTE plan to expand public engagement 

 The future of public private partnerships (P3) 

 The potential to use a P3 model for I-70 East 

b. Please provide the analysis of different options. 
All publically available analysis is available on the Transportation Commission 
website.  http://www.coloradodot.info/about/transportation-
commission/meeting-agenda.html.  In addition, the I-70 East Corridor Value for 
Money Report is available on the HPTE website at 

http://www.coloradodot.info/about/transportation-commission/meeting-agenda.html
http://www.coloradodot.info/about/transportation-commission/meeting-agenda.html
http://www.coloradodot.info/about/transportation-commission/meeting-agenda.html
http://www.coloradodot.info/about/transportation-commission/meeting-agenda.html
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http://www.coloradodot.info/programs/high-performance-transportation-
enterprise-hpte 
 

12. What impact does the CDOT proposal for reconstructing and widening I-70 between 
Colorado Boulevard and I-25 have on budget resources for maintenance and repair of 
highways and bridges across the state? 
To date, the following have been identified as potential funding sources for the I-70 
East project.   
 
1) Bridge Enterprise Revenues ($850M) 
 
2) DRCOG/STP-Metro/CMAQ ($50M) 
 
3) SB09-228 Funds ($271M) 
 

13. Why is there no tolling system proposal where the state gets the funds instead of 
private business? 

a. Was this considered? 
b. Why was it discarded? 

This is exactly the tolling system being proposed for I-70 East at this point.   All toll 
revenues generated along I-70 East would be collected by the state and the state 
would assume all risk from the collection of these revenues.   

 
14. It is my understanding that MetroVision 2035 is a 20 year plan mandated by the 

Federal Government and that this plan is revised every four years. Is that correct? 
That is correct.  Federal law requires DRCOG to prepare a fiscally constrained 
transportation plan that assumes only reasonably expected revenues to fund 
improvements to the transportation system, and that the plan does not violate air 
quality standards.  
 

15. You have specifically stated in a previous letter that there are no plans to expand I-
70 west of I-25. Are you referring to the MetroVision 2035 plan? 
Yes.  In addition, there is no environmental study planned for this area nor has the 
Department received any requests or interest in initiating such a study. 
 

a. Why was the Pecos Street Bridge built to accommodate 8 lanes? 
The Pecos Street Bridge was built to accommodate proper shoulder and median 
width with current design standards.  
b. Can’t MetroVision 2035 be amended to show expansion west of I-25? 
The plan can be amended; however, those requests are not made without the 
consent of the local jurisdictions, in this case, the City and County of Denver.  
c. Will CDOT publicly agree to never advocate for expansion west of I-25 in future 
updates to MetroVision? 
The letters provided to you to date reflect the Department’s position.  As stated 
in this correspondence, CDOT would look to the City of Denver to call for an 
expansion before taking a position. 
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16. CDOT’s previous predictions on highway usage has been wrong. Why should the public 

have faith that your current predictions are any more accurate? 
Future predicted traffic volumes used for I-70 East come from the local travel 
demand model, which is managed and maintained by DRCOG. The use of travel 
demand models are the accepted norm and standard of the industry and are required 
by Federal Regulations. DRCOG’s 2035 regional travel demand model has been 
adopted by the local agencies and approved by the federal government. The model is 
based on the best available current information about planned growth in the future 
as provided by the local government agencies that are members of the DRCOG 
region.  
 

17. Doesn’t CDOT have an inherent bias and vested interest in building highways? 
The mission of CDOT is to provide the best multi modal transportation system for 
Colorado that most effectively moves people, goods, and information.  To help fulfill 
this mission, CDOT includes a Division of Transit and Rail—which is now implementing 
the very first bus system operated by CDOT—and a bike and pedestrian program.  In 
addition, the Division of Transportation Systems Management & Operations was 
recently formed.  The intent of TSMO is to put into place operational improvements 
that get more out of our existing system and maximize traffic throughput.  Examples 
of these strategies include: traffic signal timing, ramp metering, alternative 
intersection and interchange designs; traffic incident management planning; travel 
time information; variable speed limits, traffic metering; HOV and managed lanes; 
and truck management. 
 
During a time when construction dollars are stagnant and the ability to construct new 
capacity projects is becoming more and more challenging, CDOT must be more 
economical, efficient, and effective with limited resources.  Limiting the 
Department’s focus to building highways does not respond to these challenges or our 
multi-modal goals. 
 

18. By CDOT’s own projections, 10 lanes will not be necessary on the CDOT-envisioned I-
70 expansion for the near-term. CDOT has said that initially, the highway could be 
striped for 8 lanes. 
 

a. Why then is CDOT planning worst-case scenarios for 20 years out? 
It is true that traffic levels at opening day (2020/2021) may not require 10 lanes.  
However, CDOT is not building a project to meet traffic needs in 2020.  The 
Partial Cover Lowered alternative is a 100-year investment. The alternative is to 
spend over $1 Billion on a project that could be obsolete in a few years. 
 
b. If CDOT is ―planning for the future,‖ how is it addressing changes in mobility 
and accessibility that are less reliant on driving alone and are more multimodal? 
Planning for the future means responding to Denver’s desire for economic growth 
and development along the I-70 East corridor.  For example, proposals for the 
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future of the National Western Stock Show, the Colorado State University campus, 
Stapleton and DIA and Aerotropolis all point to continued growth in traffic. 

 
c. Explain how CDOT justifies the traffic models being used to show highway 
usage when empirical evidence showing reduced driving refutes these numbers? 
CDOT is aware that a recent study by PIRG found that vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) per person is trending downwards. However, population and job growth in 
the metro area is expected to outweigh this decrease. The regional travel demand 
model used by DRCOG captures both these trends. The travel patterns of 
individuals are captured through surveys of local drivers. The growth projections 
are captured through the development projections of the local cities and counties 
in the metro area.  

 
19. Why is CDOT using a new modeling tool for the I-70 project? What problems did CDOT 

have with its previous models? 
CDOT is not using a new model to predict future volumes. The method for developing 
future volumes on the highway continues to be derived by the DRCOG regional travel 
demand model. 
 
To conduct the traffic operations analysis, CDOT and the project team did make a 
switch in the software between the original DEIS and the current SDEIS to analyze 
traffic operations. The original modeling tool was AIMSUN, which is not widely used 
and therefore not familiar to local agencies. After consulting with FHWA, CDOT 
decided to use DynusT for the SDEIS. DynusT is mesoscopic dynamic traffic simulation 
and assignment model that is perceived to be a better model for evaluating managed 
lanes. Additional advantages of DynusT are noted below. 
 

a. How much of an increase in confidence regarding travel numbers will the new 
model give as opposed to the old? 
Future volumes are determined by the local COG travel demand model. However, 
DynusT was developed with the ability to dynamically assign vehicles to different 
routes based on the best travel time between the starting (origin) point and 
ending (destination) point of each individual trip. AIMSUN did not have this option 
during the evaluation of the DEIS. DynusT is able to determine best trip times for 
all trips and assign trips to different routes that will best represent each driver’s 
learning process to select the fastest (easiest) trip through the roadway network. 
This dynamic assignment of trips, including the ability for a driver to select the 
route that includes a managed lane, results in better distribution of traffic away 
from congested roads and better replicates what driver’s will do in the real world. 
This is the best possible approach to predicting future travel patterns on a 
roadway network. 

 
b. How does the new model account for shifting to other mobility alternatives to 
driving alone? (Such as increased transit – both high capacity and local – demands 
management, improvements to local streets.) 
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The shift to other means of transportation would be something that would have to 
exist in the COG regional travel demand model in order for it to be evaluated in 
CDOT’s analysis. DynusT takes into account trip type, mode types, and volumes as 
they are developed in the COG model. Our analysis would be consistent and would 
represent the modal shift as it was originally modeled in the COG model. 

 
20. What are the limitations of the new model CDOT is currently using? 

As DynusT is an operational analysis tool, it is limited to evaluating the output data 
from the COG model. Depending on how complete and accurate the COG data is will 
impact the completeness and accuracy of the DynusT analysis. Other limitations in 
DynusT are the ability to conduct true operational analyses such as level of service. 
This must be done in using other tools such as Highway Capacity Software. 
 

a. Why does the supplemental draft EIS continue to be delayed? 
There are several reasons for the delay, each of which relate to the complexity 
and size of the analysis CDOT is conducting for the SDEIS. The new use of DynusT 
has caused some delays along with the complexity and number of alternatives 
being modeled.  In addition, CDOT has been diligently working with the City of 
Denver to respond to their input and requests as the SDEIS is developed.  Each 
new design considered triggers a subsequent round of updates to traffic models 
and air quality analysis. 

 
b. When is the supplemental draft EIS now due? 
On or before September 5th, 2014. 

 
c. Please provide all modeling data to date. 
This data is not currently available but will be provided in the Technical Report of 
the SDEIS.  The 2008 DEIS, which is available online, includes all modeling data 
conducted for the 2008 document.   

 
d. How do the modeling numbers compare to previous CDOT projections showing 
an increase in vehicle traffic? 
This information also will be available in the SDEIS. 

 
e. How does the model address multimodal travel through north Denver? 
Travel demand models include the capacity and ridership on the existing transit 
system, including RTD’s East Corridor line. 

 
21. What percentage of travel on the Colorado Boulevard to I-25 section of I-70 is local? 

The DCROG Regional Travel Demand Model can be used to determine the percentages 
of trips that use the corridor that either begin and/or end in the study area.   
  
The streets provided below were the boundaries used to determine what is "local 
traffic‖: 

 56th ave to the north 

 MLK Blvd to the south 
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 Pecos Street to the west 

 Tower Road to the east 
 

Approximately 10% of trips along I-70 in the corridor (as defined above) have both 
their origin and destination within the study area.  Another 47% of corridor trips have 
either an origin or destination with the study area, but should be considered local 
traffic, for a total of 57% of trips being made by local residents or businesses.  The 
remaining 43% of trips on I-70 neither begin nor end within the boundary area 
described above, and do not involve local residents or businesses. 

 
22. Are there not alternative modes of travel or transportation strategies in the corridor 

that would eliminate the need for additional lanes on I-70? 
RTD is constructing the East Corridor commuter rail line.  The projected passenger 
capacity of this line is included in our travel demand models.  It does not eliminate 
the need for additional lanes. 
 

23. Please describe the analysis CDOT has conducted for alternatives to adding more 
lanes, including the following: 

a. Transit investments beyond FasTracks (both high-capacity and local) 
Our analysis is limited to transit systems in place or under construction, including 
the East Corridor commuter rail line.  We cannot assume additional transit 
systems that are unplanned and/or unfunded. 

 
b. Improvements to the local street network in north Denver 
As part of the 2008 DEIS, local system improvements were analyzed.  This 
information is available in the 2008 DEIS, which is online. 

 
c. Transportation demand management programs 
See below. 

 
d.  Transportation system management programs (including intelligent 
transportation systems) 
As part of the 2008 DEIS, Transportation Demand Management and Transportation 
System Management Strategies were analyzed.  This information is available in 
the 2008 DEIS, which is available online. 
 

24. Why have these modes been discounted or discarded in planning for the area? 
They have not been discounted.  As noted above, the modeling includes projected 
ridership on RTD’s system and the 2008 DEIS analyzed transportation alternatives.  
Please see the RTD/FTA environmental document for the East Rail Line and the I-70 
East 2008 DEIS. 
 

25. Please describe the analysis CDOT has conducted for alternatives to adding more 
lanes, including the following: (REPEAT OF #24) 

a. Transit investments beyond FasTracks (both high-capacity and local) 
b. Improvements to the local street network in north Denver 
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c. Transportation demand management programs 
d. Transportation system management programs (including intelligent 

transportation systems) 
e. Why have these modes been discounted or discarded in planning for the area? 

 
26. What is CDOT doing about the Environmental Justice issues in the I-70 corridor area? 

CDOT's outreach process for the I-70 East Project has received national recognition 
from the environmental justice community for the level of unprecedented outreach 
conducted.  As required by federal law, the EIS evaluates environmental justice 
impacts and develops proposed mitigations to these impacts.  The Supplemental 
DEIS, available in September 2014, details this work. 
 

a. What analysis has been done? 
The Department has identified the low-income and minority communities affected 
by the project, and have tailored our outreach program so that these people have 
as much access to the project team as the general public. Additional information 
will be provided in the SDEIS. 

 
b. What strategies are being advanced to rectify past negative impacts or injuries 
to these communities and their residents? 
This is the intent behind the development of the Partial Cover Lowered 
Alternative.  This alternative would remove the barrier of the existing viaduct and 
provide the opportunity for new public and green spaces while reconnecting 
neighborhoods.   Additional information will be provided in the SDEIS. 

 
c. What benefits are proposed specifically for the Swansea neighborhood to 
respond to current impacts from the CDOT proposal? 
A list of proposed mitigation measures has been identified to reduce the impacts 
to Swansea-Elyria, as detailed in the memo CDOT has distributed door to door in 
the Elyria and Swansea neighborhoods.  This memo is available on the CDOT 
website at: http://www.i-70east.com/#noticetoresidents.  Additional information will 
be provided in the SDEIS. 

 
d. What benefits are proposed specifically for the Elyria neighborhood to respond 
to current impacts from the CDOT proposal? 
See above.   

 
e. Given that a high proportion of residents in the impacted neighborhoods do 
not have access to automobiles, how is mobility and accessibility being improved 
for residents of Elyria? How is mobility and accessibility being improved for 
residents of Swansea? 
All alternatives include improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities, better street 
lighting, and signage up to current standards.  In addition, opportunities for new 
pedestrian crossings across I-70 are being evaluated.  The City of Denver has been 
a strong partner in these considerations. 

 

http://www.i-70east.com/#noticetoresidents
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27. What steps is CDOT taking to ensure that health will be better for residents of these 
neighborhoods as a result of the rehabilitating I-70? How will CDOT improve air 
quality over current conditions, and how will chronic respiratory disease be reduced, 
as well as related diseases we know occur at higher proportions by people who live, 
work, and play hear highways? 
Determining impacts on local and regional air quality is a critical component of 
CDOT’s current environmental impact study. To receive transportation funding or 
approvals from the Federal Highway Administration, CDOT must determine whether 
emissions associated with the I-70 East project will cause the Denver metro area to 
violate national ambient air quality standards. If the project creates a new violation 
of these standards, or makes any violations identified for the No-Action Alternative 
even worse, a Record of Decision cannot be issued and the project can’t be built. In 
fact, this pass/fail test (known as an air quality conformity determination) is one of 
the most stringent environmental standards evaluated in the National Environmental 
Policy Act process. 
 
CDOT recognizes that air quality is one of the defining concerns of the I-70 East 
project.  Because of this concern, CDOT has exceeded federal requirements by 
conducting a comprehensive, multi-pollutant air quality analysis during the NEPA 
process to fully evaluate the impact of the project on air quality.  This air quality 
analysis will compare each of the alternatives in the SDEIS, including the ―no-action‖ 
alternative,‖ to a 2010 baseline emission level. 
 
The Supplemental Draft EIS and the Final FEIS will examine five criteria air 
pollutants; seven mobile source air toxics (MSATs); and fugitive dust from 
construction activities. Greenhouse gases (GHG) or carbon dioxide, while not an 
exposure issue, also are of interest due to climate change concerns. In contrast, the 
analyses mandated by the Environmental Protection Agency are limited to comparing 
alternatives included in the environmental study for emissions of particulate matter 
and carbon monoxide at a project level and ozone at a regional level. 
 
In addition, CDOT has proposed permanent air quality mitigation measures 
specifically focused on the residents of the Elyria- Swansea neighborhood and on the 
students at Swansea Elementary School (e.g. new windows and HVAC system at the 
school).  Because no standards or federal regulations exist that mandate particular 
mitigations for highways near residential communities or schools, these measures are 
intended to respond to these concerns.  Adoption of these measures in the 
environmental decision document comprises a final commitment by CDOT to fund and 
implement these measures. 
 
In order to address emissions associated with the highway construction, CDOT will 
prepare an air monitoring plan, an air monitoring mitigation plan and/or a project 
monitoring quality assurance plan prior to construction. The intent of these 
documents is to threefold:  1) to ensure that emissions are monitored during 
construction, 2) to ensure that CDOT has a process in place and for reporting those 
emissions to residents, state and federal regulators, and project and construction 
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staff, and 3) to ensure that best management practices designed to reduce emissions 
during construction are implemented.  In addition, CDOT is committed to working 
with the contractor to identify additional mitigation measures and best practices 
around the nation that may be applied here. 

 
a. How does the moving of air quality monitors, as proposed by CDOT, affect the 
ability to accurately monitor health risks in the neighborhoods adjacent to I-70? 
CDOT has not proposed to move any air quality monitors.  Air quality monitoring is 
under the purview of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE).  CDOT understands that CDPHE is currently evaluating alternative 
locations for a new air quality monitor and the Department has been working with 
CDPHE to determine sites for this a monitor along CDOT ROW along I-25 and I-70. 

 
28. Is CDOT going to commit the budget necessary to build the types of extensive park 

treatments seen in other cities? 
CDOT is looking to the Swansea-Elyria community to help decide the use of the 
Swansea cover.  Once a design has been agreed upon, we’ll be in a position to start 
determining sustainable funding.   
 

a. Please provide all proposals for ―deck‖ treatments as currently or previously 
considered. 
The final configuration of the cover and the use of the space have not been 
determined.  That is a decision we are asking the community to help make. The 
conceptual designs considered to date are available on the i-70east.com website 
and have been provided at public meetings. 
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September 8, 2014 

Mr. Don Hunt 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
2000 South Holly Street 
Denver, CO 80222 

Mr. Hunt: 

Thank you for placing copies of the I-70 East Project Draft Supplemental EIS in libraries 
throughout the city of Denver. We appreciate your recognition that this is an issue that 
affects all of the citizens of Colorado, and that citizens throughout metropolitan Denver 
wish to comment on it. 

We also would like to thank you for creating a Spanish language translation of your 
website and for translating meeting announcements into Spanish. Many of the areas 
impacted by the 1-70 East Project have predominantly Spanish speaking populations and 
dual language communication is imperative for meaningful outreach to the public. For 
this reason we were dismayed to find that the most important document in this process, 
the Draft Supplemental EIS, has only been placed in libraries in an English language 
version. As a result, we find it necessary to demand that the Public Comment Period be 
halted, and that a new 45 day period not be commenced until complete Draft 
Supplemental EIS documents in Spanish, including the technical appendices, are placed 
in libraries in communities with significant Spanish speaking populations. This is the 
only way that the entire population can effectively participate in the process. 

We look forward to your response to this letter and to your prompt compliance with its 
demands. 

Respectfully, 

/tP 
Steve Kinney 

446110 1-eNN.\.{SaN 
cc. Congresswoman Diana DeGette 
Governor John Hickenlooper 
State Senator Lucia Guzman 
State Representative Crisanta Duran 
Mayor Michael Hancock 
Denver City Council 
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