
 
 

Notice to Elyria and Swansea Residents 

Community Mitigation Update 

INTRODUCTION 

Since the start of the I-70 East project a decade ago, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have demonstrated a strong commitment to engaging 
the communities along the study area to be a part of the decision making process.  

As the project team works toward finalization of the Supplemental Draft EIS, the effects of the project 
have been more fully analyzed. This letter provides a discussion of measures to reduce impacts of the  
I-70 East project that will be introduced in the Supplemental Draft EIS. 

SHARE YOUR IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PROJECT 

 CDOT would like the members of the community to know what the plans are for reducing impacts of the 
I-70 East project on the community and how they can participate in making the project better for their 
neighborhood. This document will be updated periodically with new items as they are brought to us. 

To make suggestions, or ask questions, please contact us through any of the following ways: 

 Community Leaders meetings, third Wednesday of every month, at Focus Points Family 

Resource Center, from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. 

 By email: contactus@i-70east.com 

 Leave us a voicemail: 303-757-9413 

 By postal mail: I-70 East EIS Team, CDOT, 2000 S. Holly St., Denver, CO 80222 

 Call Project Managers Kirk Webb: 303-757-9866 or Carrie Wallis: 720-475-7108 

 For Spanish speakers, call Janina Calderon: 303-913-8183 

BENEFITS OF THE PARTIAL COVER LOWERED ALTERNATIVE 

Based on discussions with the community, the text below reflects 
CDOT’s understanding of the benefits of the Partial Cover Lowered 
Alternative. 

The Partial Cover Lowered Alternative would be more visually pleasing 
to the neighborhoods because it removes the viaduct and places the 
highway below ground level. The area would be less dominated by the 
highway and remove the unsafe condition that residents currently feel 
under the viaduct. Removing the viaduct also would eliminate the trash 
build up under the viaduct and the dust and objects that periodically fall 
from the viaduct into the adjacent neighborhoods. Ultimately, this would 
improve the quality of life for those living close to the highway. The 
CDOT project team is working closely with Denver city staff on the North 
Denver Cornerstone Collaborative, in an effort to coordinate the 
resources of the numerous transportation and planning projects 
occurring in north Denver right now. It is important that the highway 
project fits with the plans of the other projects. 
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The noise impacts of the Partial Cover Lowered Alternative would be considerably less than an elevated 
highway because of the lowered profile and the nature and direction in which noise travels from through 
the neighborhood. Also the highway cover provides some noise reductions in the area. 

Because of the limited, but better protected crossing opportunities, the overall safety for pedestrians and 
bicyclists crossing the highway is increased. The improved 46th Avenue with new and expanded 
crossings, sidewalks, and lighting would support the east-west mobility for all modes of transportation, 
including vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. The grade-separated railroad crossings also would support 
safety in the area for all modes of transportation. 

This alternative does not require the relocation of Swansea Elementary School. Denver Public Schools is 
in favor of this alternative because the school could remain in its current location. The alternative 
improves safety for the students, and the highway cover is located next to the school, offering maximum 
access to the parks and facilities that may be incorporated. 

The Partial Cover Lowered Alternative relocates the Pilot truck stop outside of the residential area. This 
would benefit the surrounding neighborhoods because the Pilot truck stop has been identified as a point-
source pollutant (air quality concern) because of heavy truck traffic and idling trucks. 

MEASURES TO REDUCE IMPACTS THAT CDOT IS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING 

Based on further analysis and extensive public involvement, the project team has developed additional 
mitigation measures beyond those required or normally provided in Colorado to lessen the adverse 

impacts in the project study area. These mitigation measures are integral to the project and, thus, will be 

fully funded. 

Some of the additional analysis and mitigation measures developed to date include: 

 Provide an 800-foot covered segment over I-70 where it would pass below grade through the Elyria 
and Swansea Neighborhood, one of the most affected environmental justice areas along the project corridor. 
Based on community input and area needs, an urban landscape would be created on top of the 
cover, which would be located adjacent to the Swansea Elementary School. This will provide 
open space for a park or other community uses (to be determined by the community) and remove 
the highway from view. The cover for the highway was designed to mitigate the adverse impacts 
to the Elyria and Swansea Neighborhood and to restore and enhance the neighborhood 
cohesion, which was disrupted decades ago by the original I-70 construction in the 1960s. 

 Redesign and reconstruct the Swansea Elementary School playground, reconfiguring it to 
relocate the playground in the location farthest away from the highway. Other mitigation 
measures for the school include: 

o installing new windows, doors, and a new heating and ventilation system for the school 

o building two additional classrooms 

o rebuilding school parking facilities 

o addressing access needs of the school during construction phasing and identifying options to 
minimize impacts to the school during construction 

 Reduce flooding in the neighborhoods north of I-70 by constructing drainage improvements. 

 Maintain the same number of north-south through-streets as exist today to alleviate connectivity 
and traffic issues. 

 Improve sidewalks and pedestrian crossings. 
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 Improve lighting along 46th Avenue. 

 Follow applicable federal regulations, state statutes, and CDOT’s own Right-of-Way Manual in 
the acquisition of right of way and when working with displaced occupants of residential and 
business properties. This practice ensures fair and equitable treatment of property owners and 
displacees, as provided for under applicable law. 

 Provide assistance for homeowners and tenants to find mortgages for new homes, even for those 
who have had trouble finding them in the past 

 Develop a construction phasing plan that will balance the length of construction impacts with 
community connectivity and access, including access to local businesses. 

 Perform additional air quality modeling and analysis for various pollutants, along with two 
localized "hotspot" analyses, utilizing the latest EPA computer modeling software (MOVES2010b 
Motor Vehicle Emissions Simulator model). 

 Monitor and mitigate for air quality during construction, including utilizing dust control measures, 
neighborhood notification, and air quality monitoring. 

 Investigate ways to improve the homes of those who will be living near the project during 
construction by providing housing upgrades or improvements to items such as doors, windows, 
ventilation, and so forth. 

 Investigate ways to improve transportation through the neighborhood during construction. This 
will mean active communication to the residents so that they are aware of temporary street 
closures and detours. It could also include working with RTD to provide continuous bus service in 
the neighborhood, as well as providing discounted fares for impacted families who qualify.   

 Monitor and mitigate for noise issues both during and after construction. CDOT will replace the 
existing noise walls with new walls where they exist in Elyria, near the Brighton Blvd. interchange. 
In addition, CDOT will provide safety barriers between the new 46th Avenue and the below-grade 
I-70 alignment. They would provide a safe barrier between the at-grade traveling public and the 
below-grade highway. The community would help develop guidelines for public art to be 
incorporated in the design of the walls. This would improve the aesthetics of these walls with 
artwork that is meaningful to the community, and will provide some noise benefit, even though 
that is not their main function. There are no noise walls proposed at the location of the cover 
between Columbine Street and Clayton Street. 

 Facilitate opportunities to promote hiring local citizens during the construction phases, such as 
job fairs with contractors. 

 


