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ABSTRACT 
 
This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation documents 
the effects associated with transportation improvements along the I-70 Corridor. The project 
includes improvements to approximately 13 miles of I-70 between I-25 and Tower Road in east 
Denver, Colorado. The project will improve safety, access, and mobility and address congestion 
on I-70. Four build alternatives are considered in the DEIS, including:  

• General purpose lanes on existing alignment 
• Combination of general purpose lanes and tolled express lanes on existing alignment 
• General purpose lanes on realignment 
• Combination of general purpose lanes and tolled express lanes on a realignment 
 

In addition to the four build alternatives, a no-action scenario is considered. The no-action 
scenario would reconstruct the existing I-70 viaduct between Brighton Boulevard and Colorado 
Boulevard.  
 
Direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of the various alternatives on social, environmental, and 
economic resources are identified in a broad range of categories including social and economic 
conditions, environmental justice, land use and zoning, right of way and relocations, historic 
preservation, paleontological resources, visual and aesthetic qualities, parklands, air quality, 
energy, noise, biological resources, floodplains and drainage, wetlands and waters of the U.S., 
water quality, geology and soils, hazardous materials, utilities, and construction. Mitigation 
measures are identified to address impacts to these resources. 
 
The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) will identify the Preferred Alternative for the 
project, its effects, and commitments for mitigation measures. 
 
Comments on this document may be submitted in writing through the project website at www.i-
70east.com, or at the public hearing. Written comments should be submitted to the Colorado 
Department of Transportation care of James Bemelen at 2000 South Holly Street, Denver, CO 
80222 by December 31, 2008.  
Three public hearings will be held during the review and comment period from 5:00 to 8:00 pm 
at the following locations: 
 

December 9, 2008 
Sable Elementary 

2601 Sable Boulevard 
Aurora, CO 

 

 
December 10, 2008 

Commerce City 
Recreation Center 

6060 East Parkway Drive 
Commerce City, CO 

 
December 11, 2008 

Bruce Randolph Middle 
School 

3955 Steele Street 
Denver, CO 

 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS DOCUMENT, CONTACT: 
 
Chris Horn, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 180 
Lakewood, CO  80228 
720-963-3017 

James Bemelen, P.E. 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
2000 South Holly Street 
Denver, CO  80222 
303-757-9253 
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A 
ADT Average Daily Traffic 
AIMSUN Advanced Interactive Microscopic Simulation for Urban and Non-urban Networks 
AM Morning (peak period) 
AMI30 30 Percent Area Median Income 
APE Area of Potential Effect 
AQCC Air Quality Compliance Committee 
ASTM American Society for Testing and Materials 
 
B 
BMP Best Management Practice 
BNSF Burlington Northern/Santa Fe Railroad 
BTU British Thermal Unit 
 
C 
CCD City and County of Denver 
CD Collector-distributor 
CDOT Colorado Department of Transportation 
CDOW Colorado Division of Wildlife 
CDPHE Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
CDPS Colorado Discharge Permit System 
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 
CERCLIS Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Information System 
CEQ Council on Environmental Quality 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
cfs Cubic Feet Per Second 
CO Carbon Monoxide 
CORRACTS RCRA Corrective Action List 
CPB Central Park Boulevard 
CRS Colorado Revised Statutes 
 
D 
dB Decibels 
dBA Decibel (A-Weighted Scale) 
DEIS Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
DIA Denver International Airport 
DPM Diesel Particulate Matter 
DRCOG Denver Regional Council of Governments 
DTC Denver Technological Center 
DUS Denver Union Station 
 
E 
EIS Environmental Impact Statement 
EJCC Environmental Justice Compliance Committee  
EOC Executive Oversight Committee 
EPB Environmental Programs Branch 
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
F 
FAA Federal Aviation Administration 
FEIS Final Environmental Impact Statement 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FHWA Federal Highway Administration 
FR Federal Register 
FRA Federal Railroad Administration 
FTA Federal Transit Administration 
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HCS Highway Capacity Software 
HOT High Occupancy Toll 
HOV  High Occupancy Vehicle 
HUD U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 
I 
ICCC Intergovernmental Coordination and Compliance Committee 
IF Intergovernmental Forum 
 
J 
 
K 
 
L 
LAeq1h Hourly Level Equivalent 
Leq Equivalent Sound Level 
LoDo Lower Downtown 
LOS Level of Service 
LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tank 
 
M 
Mg/m3 Milligrams per Cubic Meter of Air 
mph Miles per Hour 
MS4 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
MSAT Mobile Source Air Toxics 
MVRTP Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan 
 
N 
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
NAC Noise Abatement Criteria 
NCHRP National Cooperative Highway Research Program 
NDIS National Diversity Information Source 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 
NFRAP No Further Remedial Action Planned 
NOAA National Oceanic and Atmosphere Administration 
NO2 Nitrogen Dioxide 
NOx Oxide of Nitrogen 
NPL National Priority List 
NRHP National Register of Historic Places 
 
O 
O3 Ozone 
OAHP Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
 
P 
PAR-CLO Partial Cloverleaf  
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PM Evening (peak period) 
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PMC Project Management Committee 
PMSA Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area 
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Pub. L. No. Public Law Number 
 
Q 
 
R 
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
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RTP Regional Transportation Plan 
 
S 
SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 
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STP Statewide Transportation Plan 
 
T 
TDM Travel Demand Model 
TDM/TSM Transportation Demand Management/Transportation System Management 
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USDOT United States Department of Transportation 
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
USGS United States Geological Survey 
UST Underground Storage Tank 
 
V 
v/c Volume to Capacity 
VCP Voluntary Cleanup Program 
VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled 
VOC Volatile Organic Compound 
vpd Vehicles Per Day 
 
W 
WQCC Water Quality Control Commission 
 
X 
 
Y 
 
Z 
 



List of Acronyms  I-70 East Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Chapter 5: Affected Environment, Environmental Consequences, and Mitigation 
 

iv    November 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intentionally left blank. 
 
 
 
 
 




